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REDGAUNTIiET. 



NAKBATIVE OF ALAN FAIKFOBD, COMTIHDED. 

We left Alan Fairford on the deck of the Uttk 
smuggling brig, in that ducoDBoUte tituatioa, 
when uckncBs and nausea attack a heated aad 
fevered frame, and an anxious nund. His share 
of sea^ckness, howerer, was not so great as to 
engroas bis sensations ,entirely» or altogether to 
dirnt his attentionfirtnnwhatwaB passing around. 
If he could not delight in the smftness and 
agjlitjr ^th which the *' little fi-igate" valked 
the Taves, or notice the beauty of the sea-views 
around him, where the distant Skiddaw raised his 
brow, as if in defiance of the clouded eminence of 
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4 HAKKATITS, CHAP. I. 

Criffel, which lorded it over the Scottish side of 
the estuary, he had spirits and composure enough 
to pay particular attention to the master of the 
vessel, on whose chamcter hii own safety in all 
fvobability waa dependent. 

Nanty Ewart bad now g^ven the helm to one 
of his people, a bald-pated, grizzled old fellow, 
whose whole life had been spent in evading the 
revenue laws, with now and then the relaxation 
of a few months imprisonment, for deforcing offi- 
cers, reusting seizures, and the like. 

Nanty himself sat down by Furfbrd, helped 
him to his tea, mth such other re&eshments as 
he eoald think of, and seemed in his way sincerft. 
ly dearous to make his ratuation as comfortable 
as tlungs admitted. Fairford had thus on oppor- 
tnni^ to study his oountraanoe and nuumera 
more closely. 

It was plun, Ewart, though a good seaman, 
had not been bred upon that element. He wag 
a reasonably good scholar, and seemed fond of 
chewing it, by recurring to the subject of Sallust 
and Juvenal ; while, on the other hand, sea- 
pbrues seldtun chequered his oonvergatioii. He 
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NABKATITX; CHAP. I. 

bad been in poson what is called a imivt little 
man ; but the tropical Btin had burnt his origin- 
ally fair complexion to a dusty red ; and the bile 
which was diffused throu^ hb syBtan, had stun- 
ed it with a yellowish black— the white part of 
hu eyes, in particular, had a hue as deep as the 
topaz. He was very thin, or rather emacuted, 
and bis countmance, iJiough etill indicating alot- 
ne*8 and activity, shewed a constitution sxhautt- 
ed with excessive uie of hts favourita stimulus. 

"I see you look'fttBie'faaid,"saidheto Fur- 
ford. *' Had you been an office;; of the d— d 
customs, my terrieW' backs wonld have been 
up." He opened his breast, and shewed Alan 
a ptur of jHstoIs disposed between his waistcoat 
and jacket, placing his finger, at the satn* time, 
upon the cock bf one of thetn. " But come, 
you are an honest fellow, though you're a close 
one. I dare say you think me a queer tiusto- 
mer ; but I can tell you, th^ that see the ship 
leave harbour, know little of the seas she is to sail 
through. My father, honest old gentleman, ne- 
ver would have thought to see me master of the 
Jumping Jenny." 
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6 MASltATIVX. CHAP. I. 

Fairford said, it seemed very dear indeed 
that Mr Ewart^s edticadon was far superior to 
the line he at present occujned. 

« O, Criffel to Sdway Moss 1" said the other. 
" Why, man, I should have been an expounder 
of the word, with a wig like a snow-wreath, and 
a stipend like — like — like a hundred pounds a- 
year, I suppose. I can spend thrice as much as 
that, though, being such as I am." Here he sung 
a scrap of an old Korthumtoiau ditty, mimicking 
the burr of the natives ttf that county : — 
•* WiUf FoMm'i gone to lo. 



" I have no doubt," sud Furford, " your 
present occupation is more lucradve; but I 
should have thou^t the church might have been 

He stopped, recollecting that it was not his 
bunnesB to say anything disagreeable. 

" More respectable, you mean, I suppose ?"" 
said Ewart, with a sneer, and squirting the to- 
bacco juice through his front teeth ; then was 
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NabeativB. chap. I. 7 

silent for a moment, aod proceeded in a tone of 
candour which some intoiial touch of consdence 
dictated. " And bo it would, Mr Fairford — and 
happier, too, by a thouaaud degrees — though I 
have had my pleasures too. But there was my 
father, (God bless the old man >) a true chip of 
the old Presbyteiian block, walked his parish 
like a captaun on the quarter-deck, and was al- 
ways ready to do good to rich and poor-> 
Off went the laird's hat to the minister, as 
fast as the fooi man^s bonnet. When the eye 
saw him — Pshaw ! what have I to do with that 
now P — Yes, he was, as Vu^l hath it, ' Fir la- 
pientia et pietate gravis.'' But he might have 
been the wiser man, had he kept me at home, 
when he sent me at nineteen to study Divimty at 
the head of the highest stair in the Covenant 
Close. It was a cursed mistake in the old gen- 
tleman. What though Mrs Cantrips of Kittle, 
basket (for de wrote herself no leas) was our 
cousin five times removed, and took me on that 
account to hoard and lod^g, at ax shillings, iiu 
stead of seven shillings, a week P it was a d— d 
bad saving, as the case proved. Yet her very dig- 
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8 MABRATITX. .CSAF. I. 

nity might have kept me in «:der ; for ihe Mvor 
read a chapter cxa^)tii)g out of a Cunbridge 
copy, jxinted by Samd, and bound in embrcS' 
dered TEl¥et. I think I see it at this moment 1 
And «i Sundays, when we had a quart of two- 
penny ale> instead of butter-imlk^ to our porridge, 
it was always served up in a alver posseudisb. 
Also she used ulver-mounted spectacles, whefcas 
even my father's were cosed in mere horn. These 
things had their impreBsiui at first, but we get 
used to grandeur by dcsi'ees. Weli)nr! — Gad, 
lean acarcegetonwithmystory— itsticksinmy 
tfaroeb— must takea trifieto wash it down. — Well, 
this dame bad a daughter— JessCantrip3,aUack- 
eyed, bouodtig wench— and> as xhe devil would 
have it, there was the d— d five-story stair— 
her foot was never fr(»n it, whether I went out 
w.came hune from the Halt. I would have 
eschewed her, sir— I would, on my soul ; for I 
was as innocent a lad aa ever came from Lam- 
metmuir; but there was no possibility of escape, 
retreat, or flight, unless I could have got a f«ir 
of wings, or made use of a ladder aeven stories 
high, to scale the window of my attic. It agm- 
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MABU&TIVK. CBU.P. I. 9 

fitt bttle talkui|E^;ou may tuppon bow all thii 
was to ead— { would have muried the ^rl, md 
t^en my cbaoce — I would, by Heaven ! for she 
was a pret^ giil, and a good girl, till she and I 
net; but you ksow ihe old song, " Kirk would 
not let us be."" A gentleman, in my case, would 
bare settled the matter with the £irk-treasurer 
for a small sum of money; but the poor stibbler, 
the peunyless dfuainie, having married his cousin 
of Kittlebosket, must next have proclumed her 
Irailty to the whole parish, by mounting the 
throite of Presbyt«iaa penance, and proving, 
as Othello says, *' his love a whore," in face of 
die whole congregation. 

".In this extremity I dared not stay where I 
w«8, and so ihonght to go home to my father. 
£ut first I got Jack fltuiaway, a lad from the 
aame parish, and who hVed in the same infernal 
stur, to. make some inquiries how the old gentlo- 
man bad taken the matter. X soon, by way of 
answa*, leuned, to the great increase c^ my 
cOmfoctable reflections, that the good old man 
■Hade as much clamour, as if such a thing as a 
man's eating his dinner without saying grace 
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10 MARBATIVS. CUAf. I. 

bad never happened «nce Adam's dme. He 
did nothing for six days but cry out, ' Icha- 
bod, Ichabod, the glory is departed from my 
house;' and on the seTenth he preached a sermon, 
in which he enlarged oa this incident as illustra- 
tive of oue of the great occasions for humiliation, 
and causes of national defection. I hope the 
course he took comforted himself — I am sure It 
made me ashamed to shewmy nose at-home. So I 
went down to Leith, and, exchanging my hoddin 
grey coat of my mother g spinning for sucli a 
jacket BB this, I entered my name at the ren- 
dezvous as able-bodied landsman, and sul- 
cd with the tender round to Plymouth, where 
they were fitting out a squadron for the West 
Indies. There I was put aboard the Fearnought, 
Captain Daredevil — among whtue crew I soon 
learned to fear Satan, (the terror of my early 
youth,) as little as the toughest Jack on board. 
I had some qualms at first, but I took the re- 
medy (tapping the case-bottle) which I recom. 
mended to you, being as good for sickness of the 
soul as for dckness of the stomach — What, you 
won't ? — ^very well, I must, then>-4ierc is to ye.** 
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" You would) I am afrtud, find your educa^ 
tion of little use in your new condition," sud 
Fairford. 

'< FatdoQ me, ar," resumed the Captiun of the 
Jumping Jenny ; " my handful of LaUn, and 
small pinch of Greek, were aa useless as old 
junk, to be sure ; but my reading, writings and 
acctHDpting, stood me in good stead, and brought 
me forward.* I might have been school-master— 
ay, and master, in time ; but that valiant liquor, 
rum, made a conquest of me rather too often, 
and BO, make what sail I could, I always went to . 
leeward. We were four years broiling in that 
blasted climate, and I came back at last with a 
little prize-money.— I always had. thoughts of 
putting tlungs to rights in the CovenanuClose, 
and reconciling myself to my father. I foimd 
put Jack Hadaway, who was Tk^/towinff away 
with a dozen of wretched boys, and a fine string 
of stories he had ready to regale my ears withal. 
My father had lectured on what be called ' my 
fallmg away,' for seven Sabbaths, when, just as 
his parishioners began to hope that the course 
was at an end, he was found dead in his bed on 
the eighth Sunday morning. J»ck Hadaway 
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12 VAEBATIVB. CHA.P. I. 

AsniTcd me, that if T wished to atone for my 
errors, by undei^ing the fate o( the first maiv 
^r, I had only to go tu my native village, where 
the very stones of the street would rise up 
agfu&st me as my father^s murderer. Here was 
a pretty item — ^well, my tobgue dove to my 
mouth for an hour, and was only able at last to 
utter the same of Mrs Cantrip. O, this was a 
new theme for my Job's comforter. My sudden 
departure*— my &ther*s no less sudden death*^ 
had prevented the payment of the arrears of my 
board and lodging— the laDd(<H^ was a haber- 
dasher, with a heart as rotten as the muslin wares 
he dealt in. Without respect to her agb, or 
gende kin, my Lady Eittlebasket was ejected 
&om her ury habitation — her pnridge-pot, tal- 
vet posset-dish, silver-mounted spectacles, and 
Daniers Cambridge Bible, sold to the cadie, at 
the Cross of Edinburgh, who would Ind highest 
for them, and she herself driven to the worlt. 
bouse, where she got in with difficulty, but was 
easily enough lifted out, at the end of the month, 
as dead as her friends could desire. Merry tid- 
ings tlus to me, who had been the d— d (he 
paused a moment}— or^ maU — Gad, I tbiiA 
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my confes^on vouM lound better in Latin thaa 
iq Engliib ■ 

*' But tlie best jeat wu bebind~I bad just 
power to Btammer out Bometbing about Jess — By 
my faitb be had an answer 1 I had taugbt Jesa 
one trade, and, like a prudent ^1, she had found 
out another for herself; unluckily, they were 
botii contraband, and Jess CantrlpB, daughter of 
tha Lady Ciossbasket, had the honour to be 
transported to the plantations, for street^ walking 
and pw^et-pickiDg, about six numthB befiwa X 
toudied shore." 

He changed the bitter tone of affected ptea< 
sultry into an attempt to laugh ; then drew his 
swarthy hsoid across his swarthy eyes, and sud, 
in a more natural accent, " Poor Jess T 

Tberp was a pause — until Fairfqrd, pitying 
tba poor man^ state of mind, and betieving he 
saw something in him that, but for early caror and 
subsequent profligacy, might have been exoellent 
and nottle, helped on the conversation by asking, 
in a tone of commlseradon, how he had been able 
to endure sucb a load of calunity, 

" Why, very well,^ answered the seaman t 
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" ^oeedingly well — ^like a tight ship in a briBk 
gale. — ^Let me recollect— I remember thanking 
Jack, Toy composedly, for the interesting and 
agreeable communicatioa ; I then pulled out my 
eanvass pouch, with my hoard of mttudores, and 
taking out two piet%8, 1 bid Jack keep the rest 
till I came back, as I was for a cruise about 
Auld Reekie. The poor devil looked anxious- 
ly, but I shook him by the hand and ran down 
stairs, in such confufuon of mind, that, notwith- 
standing what I bad heard, I expected to meet 
Jess at every turning. 

" It was market-day, and the usual number 
of rogues and fools were assembled at the Cross. 
I obBerred everybody looked strange on me, 
uid I thought some laughed. I &ncy I had 
been making queer faces enough, and perhaps 
talking to myself. When I saw myself used 
in this manner, I held out my clenched fists 
strught h^ate me, stooped my bead, and, like 
a ram when he makes his race, darted off right 
down the street, scattering groupes of weather- 
beaten lairds and periwigged burgesses, and bear- 
ing down all before me. I heard the cry of 
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' Seize the madman,' echoed, in Celuc sounds, 
inHn the City Guard, with ' Ceaze ta matman !' 
—but pursuit and opposition were in vain. I pur- 
sued my career j the emell of the sea, I suppose, 
led me to Leitb, where, soon after, I found myself 
walking, very qiiietly, on the shore, admiiing 
the tough round and sound cordage of the ves- 
sels, and thialdng how a loop, with a man at the 
«kl of one of them, would look, by way of tasseL 
*< I was opposite to the rendezvous, formerly 
my place of refuge— in I bolted — found one or 
two old acquaintances, made hal£-a>dozen new 
oaea — drank for two dayfr— was put aboard the 
teuder^-^off to Portsmouth — then landed at the 
Haslaar hosjntal In a fine his^g-hot fever. Ne- 
ver miod-r-I got better— nothing can kiU me — 
the West Indies were my lot agun, Ssr mnce I 
did not go where I deserved in the next world, 
I had sonetlung as like such quarters as can be 
had in Uiis — ^black devils for inhabitants — flames 
and earthquakes, and so f(«th, for your element. 
Wdl, brother, something or other I did or sud 
— I cao*t tell what — How the devil should I, when 
I was as drunk as David's sow, you know ? — But 
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I was punished, my li^*— mode to kiu the weooh 
that Derer ipeaks but when ^e aoolds, and tlwt*i 
the gunner^B daughter, comrade. Yes, the raini- 
Bter^s Bi»i of — no mattw wbcare-xJuu the «rA 
■crotch on his back 1 This Foosed me— «aiid when 
we were ashore with the boat, I gave three inches 
of the dirk, aR&r a Etout tuaile, to the fellow I 
blamed most, and so took the bush for it There 
ware plenty of wild lads then along ashiHv— and, 
I doa''t care who knows— I went on the acaount, 
look you— wled under the black flag end mtv* 
low-boneft— was a good friend to the sea, and an 
enemy to all that suled cm it'" 

Fwrford, thou^ uneasy in his mind at find. 
ii^ himself, a lawyer, so close to a eharacter to 
lawless, thought it best, nerertheles^ to put a 
good face on the matter, sad asked Mr Ewart, 
with as mnch unconcern as he could assume, 
" whether he was fortunata as a rover F^ 

** No, no— d — o it, no," replied Nanty ; 
" the devil a crumb of butter was ever churned 
that would slick uptm my bread. There was no 
miet among us-^e that was captain to-day, 
was swabber to-morrow ; and as for plundn^ 
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tkey say old Avery, aod one or tvo eloae huobSf 

mode money ; but in my tim^ all vent as it cama : 
and reason good, for If a fellow had saved five 
diJlars, his throat would have beea cut in his 
hammock — And then it was a cruel, bloody work 
— ^Fah — we''ll say no mora about it. I broke 
with them at last, for what they did on board (^ 
a Ut of a snow — no matter what it was— bad 
enough, unce it frightened me — Z took French 
leave, and came in upon the proclamation, so I 
am free of all that business. And here I ^t, the 
skif^MT of the Jum^g Jenny— a nuL^bell of 
a thing, but goes through the water like a dot- 
j^n. If it were not for yon hypocritical scoun- 
drel at Annan, who has the best end of the pro- 
fit, and takes none of tJie risk, I should be well 
enough— as well as I want to be. Here is no Jock 
of my best friend,"— touching his case-bottle ;— - 
" but, to tcU you a secret, he and I have got so 
used to each other, I begin to think he is like a 
prc^essed joker, that makes your sides sore with 
laughing, if you see him but now and then ; but 
if you take up home with him, he can only make 
VOL. m. B 
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jrour head 8tu{nd. But I mimuit the old fel- 
low it doing the best be can for me, after aHL"" 

" And what may that be ?" said Fairford. 

" He is KILI.ING me," replied Nanty Ewart ; 
" and I am only sorry he is so long about it" 

So saying he jumped on bisfeet, and^ttipping 
up and down the deck, gave his orders with lus 
usual cleamen and deciuon, ootwithstandiog 
the considerable quantity of spirits which be 
had contrived to swallow while recounting his 
history. 

Altbougb far from feeling himself well. Fur- 
ford endeavoured to rouse himself and walk to 
the head of the brig, to enjoy the beautiful pros- 
pect, as well as to take some note of the course 
which the brig held. To his great surprise, in- 
stead of standing across to the oppoate shore 
from which she liad departed, the vessd was 
gmng down the Frith, and apparently steering 
into the Irish sea. He called to Nanty Ewart, 
and expressed bis surprise at the course they 
were pursuing, and asked why they did not stand 
straight across the Frith for some port in Cum- 
berland? 
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" Why, Uiat is wliat I call a reaaonable ques- 
tion, now," answered Nanty ; " as if a ^ip oould 
go as atraigbt to its port, as a horse to the stable, 
or a frae-trader could sul the Solwayos securdy 
as a King's cutter j Why, I'll tell ye, brother— 
If I do not see a smoke on Bowoeas, that is the 
village upon the headland ycmder, I must e^d 
out to sea for twenty^^our hours at least^'for we 
muEft keep the weather gage if there are hawks 
abroad." 

" And if you do see the signal of safety. Mas- 
ter Ewart, what » to be done then P" 

" Why then, and in that case, I must keep 
oS till night, and then run you, with the kegs 
and the rest of the lumber, ashive at Skinbur- 
ness." 

" And then I am to meet with this same Lurd 
whom I have the letter for ?" continued Fair- 
totA. 

" That," stud Ewart, " is th^eafter as it may 
be : the ship has its course — the fair-trader has 
its port — but it is not bo easy to say where the 
Xiaird may be found. But he will be wi^iin 



dbt Google 



90 XAEKATIVS. CHAP. I. 

twetity mileB of us, off or on — and it vill be my 
business to gaidc you to him." 

Fairford could not withstand the pawing im- 
pulse of terror which crossed him, whf^ thus r^ 
minded that he was so absolutely in the power 
of a man, who, by his own account, had been a 
[urate, and who was at present, in all {ffobftbiit- 
ty, an outlaw as well as a contraband trader. 
Naoty £wBrt guessed the cause of his iavohin- 
tary shuddering. 

*' What the devil riioold I gain,^ he said, 
" by paanng bo pomr a card as you are f— 'Have 
I not had ace of trumps in my hand, and did I 
Dot play it fairly p — Ay, I say the Jumfong 
Jenny can run in other ware as well as kegs. Put 
aigma and iau to Eaartf and see how that will 
spell— D'ye take me now ¥" 

" No indeed," said Pairford ; " I am utterly 
ignorant of what you allude to." 

" Now, by Jove I" said Nanty Ewart, " thou 
art either the deepest or the shaliowest fellow I 
ever met with— «r you are not right after aU. I 
wonder where Summertrees could pick up such 
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a tender aloag ihctn. Will you let me see his 
letter?" 

Furford did tM>t hetdtate to gratify his wish, 
which, he was aware, he could not eonly renst. 
The master of the Jum[nng Jenny looked at the 
directioD Tery atteotiTeiy, theo turned the letter 
to and fro, and examined eath flourish of the 
pen, as if he were jud^ng of a pieceof omamenU 
ed manuscript ; then handed it back to Fairford, 
without a ain^ word of remark. 

" Am I ri^t now ?" aud the young law- 
yer. 

" Why, for that matter," answered Nanty, 
" Uie letter is rig^t, sure enough; but whether 
you are right or not, is your own business, rather 
than mine."— And, striking upon a flint with the 
bock of a knife, he kindled a cigai as thick as 
his finger, and began to smoke away with great 
perseverance. 

Alan Fairford continued to regard him mth 
a melandioly feeling, divided betwixt the inte- 
rest he took in the unluppy man, and a not un- 
natural appieh«imon for the issue of his own ad- 
venture. 
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Eirait, notvitbstq^ding the stupifying nature 
of fais pasUme, seemed to guess what was pasB- 
iog in bis passepger's mind ; for, after they batl 
remained sometinie ragaged in ailentlj observing 
each other, he suddenly dashed his dgar on the 
deck, and said to him, ^* Well then, if you are 
sorry for roe» I am sorry for you— d— o me if 
I hsve cared a button for man or mother's son, 
since tffb years since, wjien I hod another peep 
of Jack Hadaway. The fellow was got as fat as 
a N<ffway whale— married to b great Dutch> 
built quean that had brought him ax. children. 
I believe he did not know me, and thought I 
was come to rob his house; however, I made 
up a poor face, and told him who I was. Poor 
Jack would have given me shelter and clothes, 
and began to tell me of the moidores that were 
in bank, when I wasted them. Egad, he changed 
his note when I told him what my life had been, 
and only wanted to pay me my cash and get rid 
of me. I never saw so terrified a nsage. I 
burst out oJaughing iu his face, told him it was 
all a humbug, and that the moidores were all 
his own, henceforth and forever, and so ran off. 
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I caused ona of our people leave hbn a bag of 
tea and a keg of brandj, before I left — poor 
Jack ! I tfaiok you are At sec(8id peraon these 
ten years, that has cared a tobacco-Btt^per ibr 
Nanty EirarL" 

" Perhaps, Mr Ewart," said Furford, " you 
live chiefly with men too deeply interested for 
thmr own immediate saf^y, to think much upon 
the distresses of others." 

*' And with whom do you consort, I pray ?" 
replied Nanty, smartly. " Why, with plotters, 
that can make no plot to better purpose dun 
their own hanging; and incendiaries, that are 
snapping the flint upon wet tinder. You^Il as 
soon raise the dead as raise the Highluids— 
you'll as soon get a grunt from a dead sow as any 
comfort fVom Wales or Cheshire. You think be- 
cause there is a pot bmling, that no scum but 
yours can come uppermoat — I know better, by 

. All these rackets and riots that you think 

are trending your way, have no relation at all to 
your interest ; and the best way to make the 
whde kingdom friends agtun at once, would be 
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the alarm of such aa undertaking as these mod 
old fdlowB are trying to launch into.'" 

** I really am not in such secrets as you seem 
to allude to," eud Fairford ; and, detennined at 
the same time to avul himself as far as possible 
of Nsnty's comnunicative disposition, he added, 
with a smile, " And if I wne, I should not hold 
it pTudmt to make them much the Bubject of 
conversation. But I am sure, so sensible men as 
Suumertrees and the Laird may correspond to< 
gsthw mtbout ofFfflce to the state." 

" I take you, fnend — I take you," stud Nasty 
Ewart, upcm wfans, at length, the liquor and to- 
bacco smoke b^an to make considenible iunortu 
tion. '^ As to what gentlemen may or may not 
correspond about, why we may pnetermitt the 
question, as the cdd Professor used to say at the 
Hall ; and as to SummertreeS} I will say nothing, 
knowing him to be an old fox. But I say that 
this firilow the Laird is a fire-brand in the coun- 
try ; that he is stirrii^ up all the honest fellows 
who should be drinking their brandy quietly, by 
tetUng them stories about thdr onceston and the 
forty-five ; and that he is trying to turn all wa~ 
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ten into bis own milUdam, and to At his Bsiis to 
all winds. And beoause the London people are 
roaring about for aome pinches of their own, he 
thinlcB to win than to bis turn mtb a wet finger. 
And he gets encouragement from some, because 
th^ want a spell of money from him ; and fnnn 
others, because they fought Ibr the cause onoe, 
and are ashamed to go bock ; and oUiers, because 
they hare nothing to lose ; and others, because 
they are discontented fcwls. Butifhebasbrought 
you, or any one, I say not wfaiHu, into this scrape, 
with the hope of doing any good, he's a A— A 
dect^-duck, and that's all I can say for him ; 
and you are geese, vhtdi is worse than b^ag de. 
coy-ducks, or lame ducks eidier. And so here 
is to Uie prosperity of King George the Third, 
and the true Presbyterian religion, and confusion 
to the Pope, the Devil, and the Pretends 1— III 
tell you what, Mr Fairbaim, I am but tenth 
own« of this bit of a craft, the Jumping Jennys— 
but tenth owner — and must sail her by my owner's 
directions. But if I were whole owner, I would 
not have the brig be made a fefry-boat for your 
jacobitical, old-fashioned riff>raff, Hr Fwpert— 
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' I would not, bj my bouI ; they Bhould valk the 
plank, by the gods, as I hare seen better men do 
when I Bailed under the What-d'ye-callum co- 
lours. But bang contraband goods, and mi 
board my reesel, and I vith my sailing orders in 
my hand, vhy, I am to forward them as direct- 
ed. — I say, John Roberts, keep her up a hit will) 
the heIm.-~And so, Mr Furweather, what I do 
is — as the d— d villun Turnpenny says — all In 
the way of business.'" 

He had been speaking with difficulty for the 
last five minutes, and now at length dropped on 
the deck, f^rly silenced by the quantity of sfMrits 
which he had swallowed, but without having 
shewed any glimpae of the gaiety or even of the 
extravagance of intoxication. 

The old sailor stepped forward and flung a 
sea-doaV ova the slumbcrer's shoulders, and 
added, looking at Fairford, " Pity of him be 
should have this fault ; for without it, he would 
have been as clever a fellow as ever trod a [dank 
with ox leather." 

" And what are we to do now f said Alan 
Fiurford. 
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^* Stand (^ end on, to be sure, till we see the 
agaei, and tben c^y orders." 

So saying, the old man turned to his duty, and 
left the paesoiger .to amuse faimselF with his own 
ineditatlons. Presently afterward alight column 
of smoke was seen arising from the little head- 
land. 

" I can tdl you what we are to do now, mao- 
ter," said the sailw. " We^ll stand out to sea, 
and then run in agiun with the evening tide, and 
make Skinbumness ; or if tbere*s not light, we 
can run into the Wampool river, and put you 
ashwe about Eirkbride or Leaths with the long 
boat," 

FairfOTd, unwell before, felt this destination 
condemned him to an agony of many hours, 
which his disordered stomach and aching head 
were ill able to endure. There was no remedy, 
however, but pauence, and tfae recollection that 
he was suffering in the cause of friendship. As 
the sun rose high, he became worse ; his sense of 
smell appeared to acquire a morbid d^ree of 
acuteness, for the mere purpose of inhaling and 
distinguishing all the various odours with which 
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be was sutroimded, from that of pitch, to all the 
complicated smells of the hold. His heart, too, 
throbbed under the beat, and he felt as if in full 
pfogress towards a high fever. 

The seamen, who were civil and attmtive> 
conaderiDg their calling, obs^red his distress, 
and one contrived to make an awning out of an 
tdd sul, while another compoiuded some lemini' 
aie, the oaXj liquor which their passenger could 
be prevailed upon to touch. After drinking it 
tfff be obtuned, but oould not be s«d to enjoy, 
a few hours of troubled slumber. 
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MAEBATITE OF ALAIT FAIBrOBD, CONTntUED. 

Ajlah Faibfobd^s B^niit wbs more ready to 
aocoanter labour then hia irame was ttdequatfe 
to support it. In spite of hifl exertjons, when 
he awoke, after five or rax hours' slumber, he 
found that he was so much disabled by dizzi- 
ness in his head, and pains in his limbs, that be 
could not reuse himself without assistance. He 
heard with some pleasure that they were now 
ruDuing right for the Wampool river, and that 
he would be put on shore in a very short time. 
The vessel accordingly lay to, and presently shew- 
ed a weft in her enugn,which was hastily answered 
by ugnals from on shore. Men and horses were 
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seen to come down ^e brokea path whk^ leodi 
to the shore ; the latter all properly tackled for 
carrying their loading. Twenty fishing barks 
were pushed afloat at once, and crowded round 
the brig with much clamour, laughter, curung, 
and jestbg. Amidst all this apparent confuoon 
there was the eftBential regularity. Nanty Ewart 
again walked lus quarter-deck, aa if he had never 
tasted spirits in his life, issued the necessary or- 
ders with predion, and saw them executed with 
punctuality; In half on hour the loading of the 
brig was in a great measure disposed in the boats ; 
in a quarter of an hour more, it was landed on 
the beach, and another interval of about the 
same duration was sufficient to distribute it on 
the various strings of pack-horses whidi waited 
for that purpose, and which instantly dispersed, 
each on its own proper adventure. More mys- 
tery was observed in loading the ship*B boat with 
a quan^ty of small barrels, which seemed to coi^ 
tun ammunitioa. This was not done ualil the 
commercial customers had been dismissed ; and 
it was not until it was performed that Ewart pro- 
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posed to Alan, as he lay stunsed with pun and 
nmse, to accompany him a^iore. 

It was with difficulty that FairTord could get 
over the ude oF the vessel, and he could oot 
seat himself on the stem of the boat without bs> 
nstance from the captain and his people. Nanty 
Ewart, who saw nothing in this vrane than an 
ordinary fit of Bea-rickness, applied the usual to- 
}nc6 of c(»uolatioB. He assured his passenger 
that he would be quite wdl by and by, when he 
had been h^ an hour on terra firma, and that 
he hoped to drink a can and smoke a ppe wiUi 
him at Father Crackenthorp's, for all th^ he felt 
a little out of the way for ridmg the wooden 
horse. 

" Who is Father Crackenthorp P" said Fair- 
ford, though scarcely able to articulate the ques- 
tion. 

*' As honest a fellow as is of a thousand,** an- 
swered Nanty. ** Ab, how much good brandy 
he and I have made Uttle of in our day t By my 
aoul, Mr Fairlmd, he is the prince of skinkers, 
md the father of the free trade — ^uot a stingy hy- 



D^iiizfdt, Google 



as NAKEATIVX. CHAF. II. 

pocritkal devil like old Tiimp^uiy Skinfiint, 
that drinks drunk on other folks'* cost, and thiske 
it un when he has to pay for it— but a real hearty 
(Jd oock ; — the sharks have been at and about hioi 
this many a day, but Father Crackenthorp knawg 
how to trim his suls — never a warrant but he 
hears of it before the ink's dry. ¥Leia bonus mciw 
with headborough and constable. The King's 
Exchequer -would not bribe a man to inform 
against him. If any such rascal were to cast up, 
why he would miss his ears next nuaniag, or be 
sent to seek them in the Solway. He b a statea- 
man, though he keepsa publick ; but indeed diat 
is only for convenience, and to excuse his having 
cellarage and folks about him ; his wife's a canny 
woman — and hi» daughter Doll too. &ad, you'll 
be in port there till you get round again ; and 
m keep my word with you, and bring you to 
speech <^ the L^d. Gad, the only trouble I 
shall have is to get you out of the house ; for 
Doll is a rare wench, and my dame a funny old 
one, and Father Crackenthorp the rarest compo- 
mon ! He'll drink you a bottle of rum or brandy 
without starting, but never wets his lip with that 
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nas^ Sootdi stuff that the candng old scoiiodrel 
TmnipeiinyhBfl brougfatinto foaliion. Heuageo- 
tleman, every inch of him, (Ad Crackenthorp ; in 
his own way, that is; and bendes he has a share 
in the Jum[»iig Jenny, and many a moonlight 
outfit besdes. He can give Doll a pretty penny, 
if he likes the Ught fellow that would turn in with 
ha for Ufe." 

In the midst of this prolonged panegyric on 
Father Crackenthorp, the boat touched the beach, 
the rowers backed tbor oars to keep her afloat, 
whilst the other fellows jumped into the surf, and 
with the most rajud dexterity, began to hand the 
barrels ashore. 

" Up with them higher on the beach, my 
hearties," emlumed Nauty Ewart^-" High and 
dry— Ugh and dry — this gear wilt not stand wet- 
ting. Now, out with our spare hand here — high 
and dry with turn too. What''s that P — the gal- 
loping of horse 1 Oh, I hear the jingle of the 
pack-saddles — they are our own folks." 

By this time all the boat's load was ashore, 
conmrting of the little barrels; and the boat's 

TOL. III. G 
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crew, Btandicg to tlieir armi, ranged tbemeelves 
in front, wuting the advance of the horses which 
came clattering along the heocb. A man so over- 
grown with corpulence that he could be disliiv- 
gubhed even in the moonli^t, panting with his 
own exertions, appeared at tfae bead of the cavoU 
cade, which connsted of horses linked together, 
and accommodated witb pack-saddles, and chains 
for securing the kegs, which made a dreadful clat- 
tering. 

*' How now. Father Crackenthorp ?* said 
Ewart — " Why this hurry with your horses ? — 
We mean to stay a night with you, and taste 
your old brandy, and my dame''s home-brewed. 
The signal is up, man, and all ia right." 

" All is wrong, Capt»n Nanty," cried the man 
to whcan be spoke ; " and you are the lad that is 
like to find it so, unless you bundle off-r-there 
are new brooms bought at Carlisle yesterday to 
sweep the country of you and the like of you — 
so you were better be jogging inland." 

" How many rogues are the officers P — If not 
more than ten, I will make fight." 

" The devil you will I" answered Cracken- 
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thorp. '* You irere better not, for tbey have the 
bloody>badced dragocniB from Curlisle with them." 

" Nay, then," said Nanty, " we must mAke 
saii — Come, Master Furlord, you must mount 
and ride. — He does not hear me— Jie has funted, 
I beliero— What the devil shall I do ?— Father 
Crackenthorp, I must leave this young fellow 
with you till the gale blows ouU—Jiark y^-^oes 
between the Laird and the fother old one ; he 
can nather ride nor walk — I must said him up 
. to you.'" 

" Send him up to the gallows," siud Cracken- 
thorp ; " there is Quartermaster Thwacker, with 
twenty metit up yonder ; an* he had not some 
kindness for Doll, I had never got hither for a 
start— but you must get oSf or they will be here 
to seek UB, for his orders are woundy particular ; 
and these kegs contain worse than whisky— a 
hang^g matter, I take it" 

** I wish they were at the bottom of Wampool 
River, with them they belong to," said Nanty 
Ewart. " But they are part of cargo ; and what 
to do with the poor young fellow ** 
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" Why, fuany a better fellow has roughed it 
on the grass with a doak o^er him," said Crack- 
enthorp. " If he hath a fever, nothing is so 
cooling OS the mght air." 

*' Yes, he would be cold enough in the morn- 
ing, no doubt ; but if s a kind heart, and shall 
not cool GO soon if I can help it," answered the 
Captain of the Jumping Jenny. 

*' Well* Captain, an ye mil risk your own 
neck foe another man^s, why not take him to the 
old girls at Fiurladies ?" 

" What, the Miss ArthureU !— The Papist 
jades !— But never mind ; it will do — I have 
known them take in a whole sloop^s crew that 
were stranded on the sands." 

*' You may run some lisk though, by turning 
up to Fairladies ; fat I tell you they ore all up 
through^the country." 

*' Never mind — I may chance to put some of 

them down agun," said Nanty, cheerfully 

" Come, lads, bustle to your tackle. Are you 
aUloadedr 

<* Ay, ay. Captain ; we will be ready in a 
ji^," aniwered the gang. 
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*' Damn your captains I — Hare 7011 a mind 
to have me hanged if I am taken F— All's hail 
fellow, here." 

" A sup at parting," aud Father Crackeiv- 
thorp, extending a flask to Nantj Ewart 

*' Not the twentieth part of a drop," said 
Nan^. " No Dutch courage for mc^— my heart ■ 
is always high enough when there^s a chance of 
fighting ; beudca, if I live drunk, X should like 
to die sober. — Here, old Jepbsoo — ^you are the 
best natured brute amongst them — get the lad 
between us on a quiet hwse, and we will keep 
him up right, I warrant" 

As they rtused Furford firom the ground, lie 
groaned heavily, and asked faintly where they 
were taking him to P 

" 1*0 a place where you will be as snug and 
quiet as a mouse in his hole," said Nanty, " if so 
be that we can get you there safely. — Good bye, 
Father Crackcnlborp — poison the quartennaster, 
if you can." 

The loaded horses then sprang forward, a hard 
t^t, following each other in a line, and every Be> 
cond horse being mounted by a stout fellow iq a 
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smock-frock, which serred to ciHiceal the anna 
irith which most c^ these desperate men were 
provided. Ewart followed in the rear of the line 
or caravan, and with the occaeionsl aa^stance of 
old Jepbson, kept his young charge erect in the 
saddle. He groaned heavily &om time to time ; 
and Ewart, more moved with compassion for his 
Mtuation than ought have been expected from 
his own habits, endeavoured to amuse him and 
comfort him, by some account of the place to 
which tbey were ctmreying him — his words ai 
c(Misolation b^og, however, irequmtly inter* 
rupted by the nccesuty of calling to his pet^ite* 
and many of them bang lost amongst the rattling 
of the barrds, and clinking <^ the tackle and 
small chains by which tbey are secured on such 



" And you see, brother, you will he In safe 
quarters at Fairladies — good old scrambling 
house— ^ood old maids enough, if they were not 
FapstB. — Hollo, you Jack Lowther ; keep the 
line, can't ye, and shut your rattle<ttap, you 

Iwoth of a ! And so bdng of a good family, 

and having enough, the old lasses have turned a 
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kind of aaints, aad miiis, and so forth. The place 
the; live in wob some swt of nun-abop long ago, 
as they have them sdll in Flanders ; so folks call 
them the Vestals of Fairladlea — that may be, or 
may not be ; and I care not whether it be or na 
— Blinkinsop, hold your tongue, and be d— d I 
—And so betwixt great alms and good dinners, 
they are well looked on by nch and poor, and 
their truoking with Pa[nsts is looked over. There 
are plenty of priests, and stout young scholars, 
and Bud) like, about the house — it> a hire of 
them — More shame that government send dra- 
goons out after a few honest fellows that bring the 
old women of England a drop of brandy, and let 
these ragamuffians smu^le in as much pa^nstry 
and — Hark !— was that a whistle F — No, it's only 
a plover. You, Jem Collier, keep a look-out a< 
head — we*ll meet them at the High Whins, ot 
Brotttiole bottom, or no where. Go a furlong a^ 
head, I say, and look sharp. — These Misses Ar> 
thurets feed the hungry, and clothe the naked, 
and such like acts — ^which my poor father used 
to say were filthy n^;i, but he dressed himsdf out 
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with as many of tfaem as most folk. — I^^n that 
stumbling horse 1 Father Crackenthorp should 
be d~d himself for putliog an honest fellov's 
neck in such ajeopardy.^ 

Thus, and vith much more to the same pur- 
pose, Nonty rap on> increanng, by his w^-in- 
tended annoyance, the agony of Alan Foirford^ 
who, tormented by racking pain along the back 
and loins, vhich made the rough trot of the 
horse torture to him, had his aching head still 
further tended and split by the hoarse voice of 
the sailor, close to hia ear. Perfectly passive, 
however, he did not even essay to give any an- 
swer ; and indeed his own bodily distress was now 
BO great and engrossing, that to think of his utu- 
ation was impossible, even if he could have mend, 
ed it by dcnng so. 

Their course was inland ; but in what direc- 
tion, Alan had no means of ascertaining. They 
passed at first over heaths and sandy downs; 
they crossed more than one brook, or beck, as they 
are called in that country— some of them of con- 
od^able depth — and at length reached a culli- 
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rated country, divided, according to the Engligh 
fashion of agriculture, into very amall fields or 
closes, by high banks, overgrown with under- 
wood, and surmounted by hedge>row trees, 
anwogst which winded a number of impracticable 
and complicated Unes, where the boughs project- 
ing from the embankments on each side, inter- 
cepted the light of the moon, and endangered 
the safety of the horsemen. But through this 
labyrinth the experience of the ■guides conducU 
ed them without a blunder, and without even 
the slackening of their pace. In many places, 
however, it was impoauble for three men to ride 
abreast; and therefore the burthen of supporting 
Alan Fairford fell alternately to old Jephson, as 
he was called, and to Nanty ; and it was with 
much diflicutty that they could keep him up. 
right in his saddle. 

At length when his powers of sufferance were 
quite worn out, and he was about to implore 
them to leave him to his fate in the first cottage 
or shed— or under a hay-stack or a hedge— or 
anywhere, so he was left at ease, Collier, who 
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rode a-h«ftd, passed back the word that th^ were 
at the avenue to Fairladies — " Was he to turn 

upr 

Commitdng the charge of Fairford to Jephson, 
Nsnty dashed up to the bead of the troop, and 
gave his orders. — ** Who knows the house 
best?" 

" Sam Skelton's a Catholic," said Lowther. 

" A d^-d bad religion," sud Nanty, c^ whose 
Presbyterian education, a hatred of Popery seem, 
ed to be the only remnant \' But I am glad 
there is one amongst us, any how^-^You, Sam, 
b^g a Pa[nst, know Fairladies, and the old 
maidens, I dare say ; so do you &U out cf the 
line, and wait here with me ;— and do you. Col- 
lier, carry on to Walinford bottom, then turn 
down the beck till you come to the old mill, and 
Goodman Grist the Miller, or old Peel-tbe> 
Causeway, will tell you where to stow ; but I will 
be up with you before that" 

The string of loaded horses then struck for- 
ward at thdr former pace, while Nanty, with 
Jack Kdton, waited by the road^side till the rear 
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came ap, irhen Jephson and Fairford jinned 

them, asd, to the great relief of the Utter, thcr^ 
began to proceed at an easier pace than former- 
ly, suffering the gang to precede them, till the 
clatter and clang attending their progress hegan 
to die away in the distance. They had not pro- 
ceeded a pstol-shot from the place where the; 
parted, when a short turning brought them in 
fhmtofanold mouldering gate-way, whose heavy 
pinnacles were decorated in the style of the seven. 
teenth century, with clumsy architectural orna- 
ments ; several of which had fallen down from de- 
cay, and lay scattered about, no further care ha- 
ving been taken than just to remove them out of 
the direct approach to the avenue. The great 
st^me pillars, glimmering white in the moon- 
light, bad some fandful resemblance to supema. 
tural appoiitions, and the ur of neglect all around, 
gave an uncomfortable idea of the habitation to 
those who passed its avotue. 

" There used to be no gate here," said Skcl- 
tOD, finding their way unexpectedly stepped. 

" But there is a gate now, and a pwter too," 
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■ud a rough voice from withjn. " Who be you, 
and what do you want at this time of night P" 

" We want to come to speech of the Iadie»— 
of the Misses Arthurets," sfud Nanty ; " and to 
aek lodging for a sick man." 

*' There is no speech to be had of the Miss 
Arthurets at this time of night, and you may 
carry your sick man to the doctor," answered the 
fellow from within, gruffly ; " for as sure as there 
is savour in salt, and scent in rosemary, you will 
get no entrance — put your pipes up and be ji^- 
png on." 

" Why, Dick Gardener," said Skelton, " be 
thou then turned porter ?" 

" What, do you know who I am ?" said the 
domestic, sharply, 

" I know you, by your bye-word," answered 
the other ; <* What, have you forgot little Jack 
Skelton, and the brock in the barrel f" 

" No, I have not forgotten you," answered the 
acquaintance of Jack Skelton ; " but my orders 
are peremptory to let no one up the avenue this 
night, and therefor^—" 
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" But we are armed, and will oot be kept 
back," said Nanty. " Hark ye, fellow, were it oot 
better for jou to take a guinea and let us in, than 
to have us break the door first, and tby pate af- 
terwards, for I won't see mj conuade die at your 
door— 4)6 assured of that." 

" Why, I dunna know," said the fellow ; 
** but what cattle were tliose that rode by in such 
hurry r 

** Why, some of our folk from Bowness, 
Stoniecultrum, and thereby," answered Skelton ; 
*' Jack Lowther, and old Jephson, and broad 
Will Lamplugh, and such like." 

" Well," said Dick Gardener, " as sure as 
there is savour in salt, and scent in rosemary, I 
thought it had been the troopera from Carlisle 
and Wigton, and the sound brought my heart 
to my mouth." 

** Had thought thou would'st have known the 
clatter of a cask from the clash of a broadsword, 
as well as ere a quafier in Cumberland," said 
Skelton. 

** Come, brother, less of your jaw and mwe of 
your legs, if you please," said Nanty ; *' every 
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moment we stay is a momeot lost Go to the 
ladies, and tell them that Nanty Ewart, of the 
Jumping Jenny, has brought a young gentle 
nian, charged with letters flrcm Scotland, to a 
certain gentleman of consequence in Cumberland 
— that the soldiers are out, and the gentleman 
is very ill, and if he is not reo^ved at Fairladies, 
be must be left ^ther to die at the gate, or to be 
taken, with all his papers about him, by the red- 
coats." 

Away ran IMck Gardener with this message; 
and, in a few minutes, lights were seen to flit 
about, which convinced Fairlbrd, who was now, 
in ctmsequence oi the bait, a little resttn^d to 
self-possession, that they were traverMug the 
&ont of a tolerably large mananon-house. 

" What if thy friaid, Dick Gardmer, comes 
not back again ?" siud Jephson to Skdton. 

" Why then," said the person addressed, ** I 
shall owe him just such a licking as thou, old 
Jephson, hadst from Dan Cooke, and will pay 
as duly and truly as be did.^ 

The old man was about to make an angry re- 
ply, when bis doubts were silenced by the return 
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of Dick Gardener, who announced that Miss Ar» 
tburet was comiog herself as far as the gateway 
to apeak with them. 

Nsnty Ewart cursed, in a low tone^ the sua- 
pidon of old nuuds and the churlish scruples of 
Catholics, that made so manj obstaclea to help- 
ing a fdlow-creatuie, and wished Miss Arthuret 
a hearty deumatism or tooth-ache as the reward 
of her escuruon ; but the lady presently appear- 
ed, to cut tbott farther grumbliDg. She was at- 
tended by a WMting-maid with a lantern, by 
means of which she examined the party on the 
outude, as closely as the imperfect light, and 
the spars of the newly-erected gate, would per- 
mit 

*' I am sorry we have disturbed you so late, 
Madam Arthuret,'* sud Nanty ; " but the case 
iflthi n ■:" 

*' Holy Vlrg^," said she, " why do you speak 
BO loud i Pray, are you not the Captun of the 
Sainte Gaievieve ?" 

'* Why, ay, ma''am,'' answered Ewart, " they 
call the brig so at Dunkirk, sure enough ; but 
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along shore here, they call her the Jmii[»iig 
Jenny." 

" You brought over the iuAy Father Buona- 
venture, did you not r* 

" Ay, ay, madam, I have brought over enough 
of them black caUl^*' answered Nanty. 

*' Fie I fie t friend," said Miss Arthuiet ; " it 
u a |nty that the saints should conunit these 
good mm to a heretic^s car&" 

" Why, no more they would, nia*am," answer- 
ed Nonty, " could they find a Fapish lubber 
that knew the coast as I do ; then I am trusty 
as steel to owners, and always look after cargc^— 
live lumber, or dead flesh, or spirits, all is one 
tome; and your Catholics have such d—^ large 
hoods, with pardon, madam, that they can some- 
times hide two faces under them. But here is a 
gendeman dying, with letters about him from 
the Liurd of Summertrecs to the Laird of the 
Lochs, as they call him, along Sol way, and every 
minute he lies here is a noil in his coffin." 

" Saint Mary ! what shall we do ?" said Miss 
Arthuiet ; *< we must admit him, I think, at all 
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risks.^ — You, Richard Gardenerj help one cf these 
men to carry the gentlemaa up to the Place ; and 
70U, Selby, see him lodged at the end of the long 
gallery, — You are a heretic. Captain, but I think 
jou are trusty, and I know you have been trust- 
ed — ^but if you are imposing on me "" 

** Not I, madam — never attempt to impose on 
ladies of your expemnce — my practice that way 
has been all among the young ones.^-Come, 
cheerly, Mr Fairford— you will be taken good 
care of — try to walk." 

Alan did so ; ond^ r^reshed by his halt, de- 
clared himself able to walk to the house with 
the sole assistance of the gardener. 

" Why, that's hearty. Thank thee, Dick, 
fin' lending him thine arm,''— and he dipped into 
his hand die guinea be had promised. — " Fare- 
veil, then, Mr Fairford, and farewell. Madam 
Arthuret, for I have been too long here." 

So saying, he and his two cmnpamons threw 
themselves on horseback, and went off at a ^U 
lop. Yet, even above the clatter of their hoofe 
did the incorrigible Nanty hollow out the old 
ballad— 
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" A lord; laM to ■ frin CMne, 
To confesnon a-tnortiiDg eady i— . 

< In wlut, mj dear, are fou to blame 
Come tdl IM moat Bneeaijt' 

* Alai t m; &all I dan not oam^- 
Bntmj lad he kmd m» deadj.' " 



" Holy Vii^n !" exd«med Miss SeraphiDs, 
as the unhallowecl sounda reached her ears; 
" what profane heatheDs be theae men, and what 
frights and junches we be put to among them ! 
The BflintB be good to us, what a night has this 
been ! — the Uke never seen at Furladies. — Help 
me to make fast the gate, Richard, and thou ^alt 
crane down again to wait on it, lest th^re come 
more unwelcome viators — Not that you are un- 
welcome, young gentleman, for it is suf&dent 
that you need such asostance as we can ^ve you, 
to make you welcome' to Fturladies— only, aD> 
other time would have done as well — but, hem ! 
I dare say it is all for the best The avenue is 
none of the smoothest, rar, look to your feet. 
Bichard Gardener should have had it mown and 
levelled, but he was obliged to go on a pilgri- 
mage to Saint Winfred's Well, in Wales."—- 
(Here Dick gave a short dry cough, which, at 
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if he had found it betrayed some internal feel- 
ing a little at variance with what the Jady said, 
he converted into a'muttered, Sancta Wifiifreda, 
ora pro nobis. Miss Arthuret, meantime, pro- 
ceeded)—*' We never interfere with our Bervants* 
vows or penances, Master Fairf(Md — I know a 
very worthy father of your name, perhaps a re- 
lation — I say, we never interfere with our ser- 
vants' vows. Our Lady forbid they should not 
know some difference between our service and a 
h»etic*s. — Take care, sir, you will fall if you 
have not a care. Alas ! by night and day there 
are many stumbhng-blocks in our paths r* 

With more talk to the same purpose, all of 
which tended to shew a charitable, and som^ 
what silly woman, with a strong inchnatiou to 
her superstitious devotion. Miss Arthuret enter- 
tained her new guest, as, stumbling at every ob- 
stacle which the devotion of his guide,.Ricbard, 
had left in the path, he at last, by ascending 
some stone steps decorated on the «de with grif- 
fin^ or some such heraldic animialies, attained 
a terrace extending in front of the Place of Fair- 
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ladies ; aa old-fasbioned gentleman's house of 
some consequence, with its range of notched 
gable-enda and narrow windows, relieved by here 
and there aiMold turret about the size of a pep- 
per-box. The door was locked, during the brief 
absence of the mistress ; a dim light glimmered 
through the sashed door of the hall, which opened 
beaeath a huge stone porch, loaded with jessa- 
mine and other creepers. All the windows were 
dark as pitch. 

Miss Artburet tapped at the window " Sister, 
uster Angelica.* 

" Who is there ?" was answered from within ; 
•< is it you, dster Serapbina?" 

" Yes, yes, undo the door ; do you not know 
my voice ?" 

" No doubt, nster," said Angelica, undoing 
bolt and bar ; " but you know our charge, and 
the enemy is watchful to surfnise us — iiicedii 
gumt leo vwansy saith the breviary. — ^Whom 
have you brought here P Ob, uster, what have 
you done V 

" It is a young man," said Serajdiina, hasten- 



dbt Google 



IJARBATIVE. CHAP. II. 5S 

ing to interrupt her aster's remonstrance, " a 
relation, I believe, of our worthy Father Ftur- 
fc^ ; left at the gate by the captiun of that bless- 
ed vessel the Sunte Crenevieve — aimost dead'— 

and charged with dispatches to "" 

She lowered her vmce as she mumbled over 
the last words. 

" Nay, then, there is no help,* sud Angelica ; 
" but it is unlucky." 

During this dialogue between the vestals of 
Fairladles, Dick Gardener deponted his burthen 
in a chair, where the younger lady, after a mo* 
ment of heutabon, expresnng a becoming reluc- 
tance to touch the hand of a stranger, put her 
linger and thumb upon Fturford's wrist, and 
counted bis pulse. 

" There is fever here, ^ster,** die stud; 
'* Richard must call Ambrose, and we must 
send some of the febrifuge." 

Ambrose arrived presently, a plaurable and 
reqiectable-looking old servant, bred in the fa- 
mily, and who had risen from rank to rank in 
the Arthuret service, ^1 he was become half- 
phyacian, half-almoner, half-butler, and enure 
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governor; that is, when the Father Confesaor, 
who frequently eased him of the twls of govem- 
ment, chanced to be abroad. Under the direc- 
tion, and with the assistance, of this venerable 
personage, the unlucky Alan Fairford was con- 
veyed to a decent apartment at the end of a long 
gallery, and, to his inexpressible relief, consigned 
to a comfortable bed. He did not attempt to 
resist the prescription of Mr Ambrose, who not 
only presented him with the proposed draught, 
but proceeded so far as to take a coo^derable 
quan^ty of blood from him, by which last opera- 
tion he probably did his patient much service. 
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CHAPTER in. 

KAKSATITB OP JJ.AM yAIBVOKD, COHTIHDKO. 

On the next morning, when Furford awoke, 
after no very refreshing slumbers, in which were 
mingled many wild dreams of his father, and of 
Darue I^timer,-^>f the dtuneel in the green 
manUe, and the Testals of Fairladies, — of drink- 
ing small beer with Naoty Ewart, and being im- 
mersed in the Solway with the Jumping Jenny, 
— he found himself in no condidon to dispute 
the order of Mr Ambrose, that he should keep 
lus bed, from which indeed he could not have 
raised himself without assistance. He htoime 
sensible that his anxiety, and his constant effiots 
fia some days past, had been too much for his 
health, and that, whatever might be his impa- 
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tience, he could not proceed in bis undertaking 
until his strengUi was re-established. 

In the meanwhile, no better quarters could 
have been found for an invalid. The attendants 
spoke under their breath, and moved only on 
tiptoe— nothing was dtme unless par ordon- 
nance du medecin — Escuk|nua reigned para- 
mount in the prenuses at Fairlodies. Once a- 
day, the ladies came in great state to wait upon 
him, and inquire after his health, and it was then 
that Alan's natural civili^, and the thankful- 
ness which he exjoeased for tfadr timely and 
chaiitable assistance, raieed him considerably in 
thrir esteem. He was on the third day re^ 
moved to a better apartment than that in which 
he had been at &r*t accommodated. When he 
was pnmitted to drink a glass of wine, it was of 
the first quah^ ; one of those curious old-fa- 
shioned, cobwebbed bottles bang produced on 
the occanon, which are only to be found in the 
crypts of old country-seats, where they may 
haVe lurked undisturbed for more than half a 
century. 

But however delightful a residence for an in- 
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valid, Fairladies, as its present inmate became 
soon aware, was not so agreeable to a convale»- 
cent. When he dragged himself to the window 
so BooD as he could crawl from bed, behold it 
was closely grated, and commanded no view ex- 
cept of a little paved court This was nothing 
remarkable, most old Border-houses having thdr 
windows so secured. But then F^rford obser- 
ved, that whosoever entered or left the room, 
idways locked the door with great care and cir> 
CumspecUoD ; and some proposals which he made 
to take a walk in the gaUery, or even in the gar- 
den, were so coldly received, both by the ladies 
and their prime nunbter, Mr Ambrose, that he 
saw plainly such an exten^on of his privileges as 
a guest would not be permitted. 

Anxious to ascertiun whether this excessive 
faospiulity would permit him his proper prin- 
lege of free-agency, he announced to this im- 
portant functionary, with grateful thanks for 
the care with which he had been attended, his 
purpose to leave Fairladies next morning, re- 
questing only, as a continuance of the favours 
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with which he had been loaded, the loan of 
a hone to the next town; and, asauiing Mr 
Ambrose that his gratitude would not be li- 
mited b; such a trifle, he slipped three guineas 
into his hand, by way of seconding his proposal. 
The fingers of that worthy domestic closed as 
naturally upon the honorarium, as if a degree in 
the learned faculty bad ^ven him a right to 
clutch it ; but his answer concerning Alan's pro- 
posed departure was at first evasive, and when 
he was pushed, it amounted to a peremptory as- 
surance that he could not be permitted to depart 
to-morrow ; it was as much as his life was worth, 
and his ladies would not authorize it 

** I know best what my own life is worth," 
said Atan ; " and I do not value it in compaiU 
son to the business which requires my instant at- 



Becaving still no satisfactory answer from Mr 
Ambrose, Fairford thought it best to state hia 
resolution to the ladies themselves, in the most 
measured, respectful, and grateful terms; but 
still such as expressed a firm determination to 
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depart on the morrow^ or next day «t farthest. 
After Bonra attempts to induce him to stay, on 
the alleged soore of health, which were k> ex- 
pressed that be was convinced they were only 
used to delay his departure, Fairford plainly told 
them that be was intrusted with dispatches of 
consequence to the gestlemaD known by the 
names of Herries, Hedgauntlet, and the Laird of 
the Lodia ; and that it was matter of life and 
death to deliver them early. 

" I dare say, Sister Angelica," sud the elder 
Hiss Arthuret, " that the gentleman is honest ; 
and if he is really a relation of Father Fairford, 
we can run no risk." 

" Jesu Maria T exclfumed the younger. " Oh 
fie, Sister Seraphina I Fie, fie ! — Vade reirxf-get 
thee behind me." 

" Well, well ; but, nstci^— Sister Ange lica -- 
let me speak with you in the gallery." 

So out the ladies rustled in th^ ulks and ti^ 
sues, and it was a good half hour ere they rustled 
in agun, with importance and awe on thdr coun- 



' To tell you the truth, Mr Fairford, the 
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cause of our de«re to delay jaa is — there is a re- 
li^ouB gentleman in this house at preaent i " 

" A most excellent person indeed — " said the 
OBter Angelica. 

"An anointed of his Master !^" echoed Sera- 
phina, — " and we should be glad that, for con- 
sdence' sake, you would hold some discourse with 
him before your departtu^." 

Oho 1 thought Furford, the murder is out 
— here is a de^gn of conveiBion t — I must not af- 
front the good old ladies, but I shall soon send off 
the priest, I think.^He then answered aloud, 
" that he should be happy to converse with any 
friend of theirs — that in reli^us matters he had 
the greatest respect for every modification of 
Christiaiii^, though, he must say, his belief was 
made up to that in which he had been educated ; 
nevertheless, if his seeing the religious person 
they recommended could in the least shew his re- 
spect "" 

" It is not quite that," said Sister Sfiraphina, 
« although I am sure the day is too short to hear 
him— Father Buonaventure, I mean— «peak uptm 
the concerns of our souls ; but '" 
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. '* Come, come. Sister Seraphiiia," said the 
younger, " it ia needless to talk so much about 
it. His — his Eminence — I mean Father Buona- 
ventur&— will himself explun what be wants this 
gentleman to know." 

*' His Eminence T said Fairford, surjoised— 
" Is this gentleman so hig^ in the Catholic 
Chuidi F — The title is ^ven only to Cardinals, I 
think." 

" He is not a Cardinal as yet," answered Se- 
raphina ; " but I assure you, Mr Fmrford, he is 
as high in rank as he is eminently endowed with 
good gifu, and——" 

'* Come away," said Sister Angelica. " Holy 
Vir^n, how you do talk I — What has Mr Ffur- 
ford to do with Father Buonarenture's rank P — 
Only, sir, you will remember that the Father has 
been always accustomed to be treated with the 
most profound deference ;— indeed -- ^" 

" Come away, nster," said Sister Seraphina in 
her turn ; " who talks now, I pray you ? Mr 
Fairford will know how to comport himself." 

" And we had best both leave the room," said the 
younger lady, " for here his Eminence conies." 
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his bat; drcumstances which did not surprise 
Fwrford, who knew that a military disguise was 
very often assumed by the seminaiy priests, whose 
vists to England, or readence there, subjected 
them to l^al penalties. 

As this stately person entered the apartment, 
the two ladies facing inwaixl, like soldiov on 
th^r post when about to salute a superior of^ 
ficer, dropped on ^ther band of the Father a 
courteay so profound, that the hoop petticoats 
which performed the feat seemed to fink down 
to the very floor, nay, through it, as if a tr&p-dooi 
bad opened for the descent of the dames who 
performed this act of reverence. 

The Father seemed accustomed to such homage, 
[oofound as it was ; be turned bis person a little 
way first towards one sister, and then towards 
the other, while, with a gratsous inclination of 
his person, which certainly did not amount to a 
bow, he acknowledged their courtesy. But he 
passed {arward mthout addresung them, and 
seemed, by doing so, to intimate that their pre- 
sence in the apartment was unnecessary. 
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Tfaey acccffdingly glided out of the room, fe- 
treating backwards, with hands clasped and eyet 
cast upward, as if imploriag blesmngs on the re* 
li^ouB miin whom tfaey Teuerated so highly. The 
door of the apartment was shut after them, but 
not before Fairford had perceived that there were 
one or two men in the gallery, and that> contrary 
to what he had before observed, the door, tboU|^ 
shut, was not locked on the outude. 

Can the good souls apprehend danger &om 
me to this god of their idolatry p thought Fair. 
ford. But he had no time to make farth^ ob> 
servadons, for the stranger had already reached 
the middle of his apartment. 

Furford rose to recave him respectfully^ but 
as be fixed his eyes on the viator, he thought 
that the Father avuded his looks. His reasons 
for remuniog inci^nito were cogent Plough to 
account for this, and Fairford hastened to relieve . 
bim, by looking downwards in his turn ; but when 
again he raised his face, he found the broad light 
eye of the stranger so fixed on him, that he was 
almost put out of countenance by the steadiness 

VOt. III. E 
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ut his gaae. Diuhig thU time they retiuuBad 

" Take your seat, nr,^ said the Father ; " you 
have been on invalid." 

He spoke with the tone of one who denres on 
inferior to be seated in his preaenoe, and faisnnce 
iras full and melodiQUS, 

Fairford, somewhat surprised to find hionelf 
overawed by the airs of superiority, which could 
be ouly properly exeiciBed towards one over 
whom religion gave the speaker influence, sat 
down at his lidding, as if moved by springs, and 
was at a loss how to assert the footing of equality 
on which he felt that they ought to stimd. The 
•truigcr kept the advantage whidi he had ob> 
tabled. 

" Your name, sir, I am infwmed, is Fur- 
ford," sud the Father. 
- Alan answered by a bow. 

** Called to the Scottish bar," condnued his 
visitor. " There is, I believe, in the West, a 
&mily of Inrth and rank called Fwrford of Fair- 
Alan thought this a. strange obsoration from 
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a ttmSga eccIeHastic, as hh name intimate Fa^ 
Iher Baonaventiu^ to be ; but only answend', he 
betiered there was such a fiuniljr. 

*' Do you count Idndred whh tbem, Mr Fair- 
fbid ?" eoDtiiiaed the inquicer. 

" I have not the h<»our to lay luch a d^m," 
Bud Fairford. " My father's industry has nused 
Uis family from a low and obscure ntuati(» — I 
have no hereditary daim to diitinetion of any 
land. — May I ask the cause of these inquiries r* 
** You will learn it presently,^ sud Father 
Bu<HiaVentuie, who had giveo a dry and dissa- 
tisfied hem at the young man's acknowled^ng a 
plebeian descent. He then modoned to him to 
be silent, and proceeded with faia queries. 

" Although not of condition, you are, doubt- 
UUy by sentiments and education, a man of ho- 
nour, and a gentleman ?" 

" I hope so, sir," Bind Alan, cdouring with 
displeasure. " I have not been accustomed to 
have It questioned.' 

** Patience, young mac^^ stud the unperturb- 
ed querist — " we are on serious bunness, and no 
idle etiquette must prerent its bang discussed 
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seriousljr- — ^You are probably aware, that you 
speak to a person proscribed by the severe and 
unjust laws of the present goremment ?" 

*' I am aware of the Statute 1700, chapter 
3,^ sfud Alan, " banishing from the realm Priests 
and trafficking Pa^usts, and punishing by death, 
on Bummaiy convicticHi, any such person who 
being so banidied may return. The English 
law, I believe, is equally severe. But I have no 
means of knowing you, nr, to be one of diose 
persons ; and I think your prudence may ^-ecom^ 
mend to you to keep your own couusel.^ 

" It is suffioent, sir ; and I have no apprehen- 
aons of disagreeable consequences from your 
having seen me in this house," said the Priest. 

^' Assuredly no," sud Alan. ** I ccmoder 
myself as indebted for my life to the Mistresses 
of Fiurladies ; and it would be a vile requital ob 
my part to pry into or make known whet I may 
bave seen or heard under this hosjntable roof. 
If I were to meet the Pretender himself in sui^ 
a situation, he should, even at the risk of a little 
stretch to my loyalty, be free frcMU any danger 
from my indiscretion."' 
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" The Pretendw t" said the Priest; with some 
angiy emi^iasis ; but immediately softened bis 
tone ami added, " No doubt, howeYer, that per- 
son is a pretender ; and eome people think, his 
pretensions are not ill founded. But before ruO* 
iiing into poUtics, pro me leave to say, that I am 
sur{»ised to find a gentleman of jour opinions in 
hatnts of intimacy with Mr Maxwell of Summer^ 
trees and Mr Bedgauntlet, a^d the medimn of 
oonducUng the intercourse betwixt thenr." 

" Pardon me, nr," replied Alan Fairford; 
** I do not aspire to the hcmour of bein^ reputed 
tber confident or go>between. My conceit with 
those gentlemen is limited to one matter of busU 
ness, dearly interesting to me, because it concerns 
the safety — perhaps the life — of my dearest 
friend." 

** Would you have any objecdon to intrust 
me with thecaoseof your journey?" said Father 
Buonaventure. " My advice may be of service 
to you, and my influence with one or both of 
.diese gentlemen is conaderable." 

Fairfoid hedtated a moment, and hastily re- 
.Tolving all circumstanceB, concluded that he 
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oiif^t parhsps teeme tcmie advant^ trom pro- 
fntiating this pemoutge ; while, on the other 
hud, he endangered nothing by coaunumcatiag 
to faim the occasion of his journey. He there- 
fore> after Btatiog shortly that he hoped Mr £uo- 
naventure would render him the BBine confi- 
daO£e which he reqmred on his part, gave a 
short aocoiint of Satae Latimer^-of the myateoy 
wluch hung oyer bis family— ^sd of the disaster 
which had befallen him. Finally, of his own re- 
solution to seek for his friend, and to deliver iuatf 
at the peiil of his own life. 

The Catholic Prieat, whose maimer it seened 
to be to avud alt conversatiwi which did not 
arise from lus own express motion, made no re- 
marks upon what he had beard, but only asked 
one or two abrupt questions, where Alan''s nar- 
rative appeared less ^ar to him ; then arising 
from his seat, he took two turns through the 
apartment, muttering between his teeth, widi 
emphaua, the wwd " Madman I'' But apparenu 
ly he was in the habit of keeping all violent emo- 
tions under refitraint ; for be presently address, 
ed Furfiml with the must perfect indifference. 
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" If,"sudbe, "yeu tboi^ht jou«aidd4o w 
irithout breach at ctHifidence, I iruh you wdu]4 
have the goodoeu to shew me the letta of Mv 
Maccwell of Sutnmertrees. I denre to look piv* 
ticularljr at the address." 

SeeiDg DO cause to decline this exteonop of 
)m coofidance, Alan, without beatatioi), put the 
letter into lus hand. Having turned it ipund 
as old Trumbull aad Nanty Ewart bad foimer. 
ly done, and, like ibem, having ezaiQined the 
address with much minuteness, he asLed whe- 
^er he had observed these words, poutting to 
a penciUwridng upon the under ude of the letto; 
Fiurford answered in the n^;ative, and, looking 
at the letter, read with surprise, " Cave ne literoM 
BeBerophontii a^hrea ;" a cautioD which aaa- 
oded BO exactly with the Provost's odmomtioa 
that he would do well to inspect the letter of 
which he was bearer, that he was about to spring 
up and attonpt an escq>e, he knew not where> 
fore, or from whom. 

** Sit stiU, young man,** said the Father, with 
theaane tone of authority which iwgned in his 
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whole maim^, altliough mingled iritli stately 
courtesy. ** You are in no (laDger— my cha- 
racter shall be- a pledge for your safety .—By 
Thorn do you suppose these words have beea 
written ?" 

Fairford could have answered, ** by Nanfy 
Ewart," for be remembered seeing that person 
scribble something with a pencil, although he 
was not well enough to observe with accuracy 
where, or upon what. But not knowing what 
suspicions, or what worse consequences, the sea- 
man's interest in his affairs might draw upon 
him, he judged it best to answer that he knew 
not the band. 

Father Buonaventure was again silent for a 
moment or two, which he employed in survey- 
ing the letter with the strictest attention ; then 
stepped to the window, as if to examine the ad- 
dress and wriung on the envelope with the as- 
nstance of a stronger light, and Alan Fairfc»^ 
beheld him, with no less amazement than high 
displeasure, coolly and deliberately break the 
sed, open the letter, and peruse the contents. 
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*' Stop, mr, bold T he exclumed, as soon as 
biB sStonislunent pennitted him to exprera his re- 
sentment in vords ; ** by what right do you 



** Peace, poling gentleman,^ said the Father^ 
lepelling hint with a wave of his hand ; " be a». 
sured I do not act without vamint — nothing 
can pass betwixt Mr Maxwell and Mr Red- 
gauntlet that I am not fully enUtled to know." 

** It may be so," said Alan, extxemely angry; 
" but though you may be these geDtlemen''8 fa- 
ther ccmfessor you are not mine ; and in break- 
ing the seal of a letter intrusted to my care* you 
have daae mo — —" 

*' No injury, I assure you,** answered the un- 
perturbed priest ; ** on the contrary, it may be 
a service." 

" I desire no advantage at such a rate, or to 
be obtained in such a manner," answered Fur- 
ford ; " restore me the letter instantly, or '" 

** Ab you regard your own safety," aud the 
priest, " forbear all injurious expressions, and 
all menadog gestures. I am not one who can 
be threatened or insulted with impuni^; and 
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there are' enough within bearing to chastiK any 
injary or affront ofibred to me, in case I may 
think it unbeooming to protect or avenge my- 
self vith my own hand." 

' InsayiogthisjtheFatha-assumedanairofBUch 
feartessness and cahn authority, that the young 
lawyer, surprised and oTcmwed, forbore, as be 
had intended, to snatch the letter from his hand, 
and confined himself to Intter complunts of the 
impropriety of bis conduct, and of Uie light in 
which he himself must be placed to Uedgauntlet, 
should he present him a letter with a broken 
seal. 

*< That," said Father Buonaventure, *' sbaU 
be fully cared for. I will myself write to Bed- 
gauntlet, and endose Maxwell's lett^, providing 
always you continue to desire to deliver it, after 
peruang the contents.** 

He then restiKied the letter to Faurford, and, 
observing tliat he heutated to peruse it, said 
emphadcaliy, *< Read it, for it concerns yoti.** 

This recommendation, joined to what Provost 
Croebie had formKly recommended, and to the 
warning, which he doubted not that Nauty in- 
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tended to convey hy his «i]«i«i«J clliiuoii, de- 
cided Fwrferd^s resoludoa. If these c(»respond- 
ents, he thought, are oonspiriDg agunat my per- 
aoD, I have a right to counterplot them ; selCpre- 
•ervatkm^ as wrii as my fiiehd's safety, require . 
that I should not be too ■crupuloii& 

So tbbking, he lead the letter, w\atii was in 
the icdlowing words :— 

" DkaK HoaSBD AND DANGBmmis, 
** Will you never cease meriting joor <dd nicl& 
name? You have fringed your dottrel I find, and 
what is the consequence P — why, that there will be 
boe and cry titer you presently. The bearer is a 
pert young lawyer, vfaohas brought a formal com- 
fdaint against you, which, luckily, he has pre- 
ferred in a friendly court. Yet, favourable OS 
the judge was disposed to be, it was with the ut- 
most difficulty that coninn Jenny and I could 
keep lum to hia tackle. He begins to be timid, 
suEfudous, and intractable, and I fear Jenny 
will soon bend her brows on him in vain. I 
know not what to advise— Che lad who carries 
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Has U a good lad — active for his friend — and I 
have pledged mj honour he shall have no per- 
sonal ill-nsag^-Fledged mj honour, remark 
these worda, and rememher I can be rugged and 
dangerous as well as m; luighbours. But I 
hare not ensured him against a short captivity, 
and as he is a stirring active fellow, I see no re- 
medy but keepng htm out of the way till this 
business of the good Father B ■ ■ is safely 
blown over, which Grod send it were ! — Always 
thine, even should I be once more - 

C&Aie-DI-PEBIL." . 

" What think you, young man, of the danger 
you have been about to encounter so willingly?" 

* As strangely," replied AJaa Fairford, " asof 
the extraordinary means which you have been at 
present pleased to use for the discovery of Mr 
MaxweFs purpose." 

" Trouble not yourself to account for my con- 
duct," sud the Father ; *< Z have a wanoot iar 
vhail do, and fear no responsibility. But tell 
me what is your present purpoae." 
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" I should not periu^ name it to you, whose 
own safety maj be implicated.'" 

*' I uoder&tand you," answered the Father ; 
'* you would appeal to Ihe existing government ? 
— That can at no rate be pernutted — we will nu 
ther detain you at Fairladies by oompulrion." 

" Yoa will probably," pud Fairford, " fint 
wogh the risk of such a proceeding in a firee 
countoy." 

" I have incurred more formidable hazard," 
said the priest, amiling ; *' yet I am willing by 
find a milder expedient Come { let us bring the 
matter to a compromiiie." — And he assumed a 
ctmctliabng gracdousness of manner, which struck 
Fairford as b^g rather too condescending for the 
occasion ; " X presume you will be satisfied to re- 
main here in secluuon for a day or twa longer, 
pFoviding I pass my solemn word to you, that 
you shall meet with the person whom you seek 
after— meet with him in perfect safety, and, I 
trpst, in good health, and be afterwards bbth at 
liberty to return to Scotland, or dispose of your- 
selves as each of you may be minded." 
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*' I respect tbe verbum laeerdalis u miKdi )» 
can reasonably be expected id a Froteitaiit," ai^ 
swered Fairford ; ** but, methinks, you can tcattte 
expect me to tepow so much confidence in Uie 
word of an unknown person, as is implied in tbe 
guarantee vhidi you offer me." 

" I am not accustomed, sir," stud the-Fatber, 
in a Tery baugbty tone, *' to bave my word dia- 
puted. But," be added, iriiile tbe angry bue 
passed from his cheek, after a monient's reficc- 
tioD, ** you know me not, and ought to be ex* 
eoaed. I -inll repose man ooDfid«ice in yoor 
bonour than you seem willing to rest upon mine ; 
and, since we are eg ratuated tbat one must 
tely upon tbe other's futh, I will cause you to 
be set presently at liberty, and fumiiiied with 
the means of delivering your letter as addressed, 
provided that now, knowing the contents, you 
think it safe for yourself to execute the commis* 

Alan Fairford paused. *< I cannot see," be 
at length replied, <* bow I can proceed with re- 
spect to the accomplishment of my t/is purpose. 



dbt Google 



»ARBA-riTE. CHAP. lit; 79 

vhicfa is the libention of ray friend, witboot i^ 
pealing to the Javr, and ebtainit^ the amttanc* 
of a magistrate. If I preaut this nagular letter 
of Mr Maxwell, vith the contents of iriuch I 
have become ta unexpectedly acquunted, I shall 
<»ly share his captivity." 

** And if you apply to a nagtstr^e, yoong 
■mo, yoU' will bring rum on these hosfntaUe 
ladies, to whomi in all human probability, you 
owe yoar life; You cannot obtain a warrant far 
your purpose, without giving a clear detail of all 
the late scenes through which you have passed. 
A magistrate would oblige you to give a com- 
plete account of yourself, bdbre arming you 
with his authori^ agwnst a third party ; and in 
giTing such an account, the safety of these ladies 
will necessarily be compromised. A hundred 
^es bare had, and still have, thdr eyes upon 
this HumsioD ; but Glod mil protect his own.^ — 
He crossed himself devoudy, and then proceed- 
ed.—'* You can take an hour to think c^ your 
best plan, and I mil pledge mjvelf to ftwward it 
thus far, jwovUing it be not asking yon to rely 
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more on my irard than your prudence can war- 
rant You shall go to Redgauiitlet, — I name 
him plainly, to shew my confidence ia you,— -and 
you shall deliver him tUs letter of Mr Max-~ 
vell\ with one from me, in which I will enjoin 
him to set your fHend at liberty, or at least to 
make no attempts upon your own person, either 
by detention or otherwise. If you can trust me 
thus far," he said, with a proud emphasis on the 
words, *' I will on my nde see you depart from 
thu place with the most perfect confidence that 
you will not return armed with powers to drag 
its inntates to destruction. You are young and 
inexperienced — bred to a profesuon also which 
sharpens suspicion, and gives false views of hu. 
man nature. I have seen much of the worlds 
and have known better than most men, how far 
mutual confidence is requiate in maoa^^ng affairs 
of consequence." 

He spoke with an air of superiority, even of 
authority, by which Fmrford, notwithstanding 
his own internal struggles, was silenced and over- 
awed so much, that it was not till the Father had 
turned to leave the apartment that he found 
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words to ask hlm'wfaat the consequence would be, 
should be decline to depart on the terms pto- 
posed. ' 

*' You must thea, for the safety of all parties, 
reinun for sonie days an inhaHtant of Fairladies, 
where we have the means of dettumng you, 
which setf-pteaerration will in that case compd 
us to make use of. Yoiir captivity will be short ; 
Cor matters caoBOt long remun as they ar&— The 
doifd must soon rise, or it must sink upon us 
foKver.'^BenedicUe V 
;Witb these words he left the aportment.- 
Pmrfind, i^Q his departure, felt himself much 
at a loss what course to pursue. Hia line of 
education, as well as'his fBther''s tenets in natters 
.of church and states had tau^t him a holy hor. 
zor for Papists, and a devout bdief ia whMerer 
had been said di the punic faith of Jesiiiis, 
and of the expedients of mental reservadon, by 
which the Catholic pticsta in general were sup- 
posed to evade ke^nng futh with heretics. Yet 
there ma sometlung of majesty, ct^wessed m- 
deed, and overclouded, but still grand and im- 

VOL. III. F 
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poung, in the manner and words of Fatbu Btu>> 
naventure, which it vas difficult to reconcile with 
those preconceived opinions which imputed sul>- 
tlety and fraud to his Beet and order. Above 
al],' Alan was aware, that if he accepted not his 
freedom upon the terms offered him, he was like- 
ly to be detained by force ; so that, in every point 
of view, he wa£ a guner by accepting them. 

A qualnij indeed, came across him, when he 
considered, as a lawyer, that this Father was pro- 
bably, in the eye of law, a tnutor ; and that Uiere 
was an ugly crime on the Statute Book, called 
Mispriuon of Treason, On the other hand, what- 
ever he might tlunk or suspect, he could not 
take upon him to say that the man was a priest, 
whom he had never seea in the dress of his or- 
der, or in the act of celebradng mass ; so that he 
felt himself at liberty to doubt of that, respecting 
which he possessed no legal proof. He there- 
fore arrived at the conclusion, that he would do 
well to accept his liberty, and proceed to Bed- 
gauntlet under the guarantee of Father Bucma- 
venture, which be scarce doubted would be suf- 
fifdent to save him from personal inconvmience. 
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Should he-once obtain speech of tbat gentlemaa, 
he felt the Bame confidence as fbnnerly, that be 
might be able to convince him of the rashness 
of lus conduct, should he not consent to liberate 
Danie Latimer. At all events, be should learn 
irhere his fnend was, and bow drcumstaaced. 
' Having thus mdde up his mind, Alan waited 
anxiously for the expiration of the hour whidi 
had been allowed him for deliberation. He was 
not kept on the tenter-hooks of impatience an 
instant longer than the appointed moment ar- 
med, for, even as the clock struck, Ambrose 
appeared at the door of the gallery, and made a 
agn that Alan should follow him. He did b<^ 
and after passing through some of the intricate 
avenues common in old houses, was ushered into 
a small apartment, commodiously fitted up, in 
which he found Father Buonaventiire reclining 
on a couch, in the attitude of a man exhausted 
by faUgue or indisposition. On a Gm&ll table 
bende him was a Catholic book of prayer, a 
small fiask of medicine, a cordial, and a little 
taa-cup of old china. Ambrose did not enter 
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, the room— he only bowed profouodly, ood'closed 
-the door with the least posiiUe iicui8e,«o sotmas 
Faicford had entered. 

'* Sit down, youag man," svd the Father, 
with the same ur of condescen^n which had 
before surprised, and rather offended Fairfi^il. 
"You halve been ill, and I ^now too mdl by 
iny own case, that tndispontion requires iodul- 
^eiice.— Have you,** he continued, so moa aa he 
saw him seated, " resolved to remmn, or to de- 
part r 

' *' To depart," said Alan, " under the agree- 
ment that you will guarantee my safety with tfae 
extraordinary person who has conducted fainqdf 
in such a lawless manner tcnrards my fnend, 
Darsie LaUmer." 

" Do not judge hastily, young man,'* rallied 
the Father. " Bedgauntlet has the daims of a 
.guardian over his ward, in respect to theyoung 
gentleman, and a right to dictate his place of n- 
sidence, although he may have beoi injudiiuoas 
in selecting the means by which he ttunks to en- 
force his authority.^ 
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" UiB ^oadon as an attalntod penMi abre>-' 
gUbea 6U(^ ti^ta,** iaid Fairford faaatily. 

*^ Sunly," replied the pricft, amiling at tht 
young Uwycar'i readiaeis ; '* in the eye xrf thtee 
who aclcnovledge the justice of the attunder— 
but that do not X. Hoverer, sir, here is the 
gUMtiBtefr— loc^at its con t en t a , md do Bottiigam 
cany the lettan c^ Unah." 

Vaisfatd read these vtrfds f~ 

** GOOD-FHIKND) 

<• We send you hither a young man dedrouri 
to know the- ntuation of your ward, once he 
came under your patemal authority, and of defd- 
ing with you for having your relative put at 
large. This we reconunend to your prudence^- ~ 
U^y disapproviDg, at the same time, of any 
forceai coerdon, when such can be avrnded, and 
wishing, therefore, that this negotiation may ba 
Buccdssful. At.tdl rates, however, the bearer 
hath our pledged word for his safety and 6ee-- 
dom^ v^ch, tberefim,' you axeto see strictly ob- 
served, as you value our honour aad your owui 
Wefaithelr .wish to omverse with you) with as 
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■miU loss of time as may be, liRving matters of 
the utmost confidence to impart. For this pur- 
pose we desire you to repair hither with all haste, 
and thereupon we bid you heartily farewell. 
« P. B." 

" You wiU uttderstand, sir," stud the Father, 
when he earn that Alan bad perused his'letter, 
" diat, by acceptinfr charge of this missive, you 
bind yourself to try the effect of it before having 
recourse to any legal means, as you term them, 
for your friend^s release." 

" There are a few cyphers added to this letter," 
said Fairford, when he had perused the paper 
attenUvely, — " may! inquire what ibeii import 
is?" 

** Th^ respect my own affairs," answered the 
Father, briefly ; *' and have no concern whatever 
with yours." 

" It Deems to me, however," replied AUo, 
" natural to suppose ". 

" Nothing must he supposed incompatible 
with my honour," replied the priest, int«Tupt- 
ing him ; " when tudi as I am confer favours, 
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we expect that they Bhall be accepted with gra- 
Utude, or declined with thankful respect — not 
questioned or discussed." 

. " I will accept your letter, then,'" said Fur- 
ford, after a minute's conuderation, '< and the 
thanks you expect- shall be most liberally paid, 
if the result answer wbat you teadi me to expect.'" 

** God only commands tbe issue,^ said Father 
BumiaTentore. " Man us^ means.— Yod un- 
dostand, that, by accepting this commismon, you 
&igage yourself, in honour to try the eE^ of 
my letter, upon Mr Redgauntlet, before you have 
recourse to ioformationa or legal warrants P" 

" I hold myself bound, as a man <^ good 
faith and honour, to do so," said Fairford. 

'* Well, I trust you," said the Father. « I 
will now tell you, that an express, dispatched by 
me last night, has, I hope, brought Redgauntlet 
to a spot manymiles near^ this place, where he 
will not 6nd it safe to attempt any violence to 
your friend, should he be rash enough to follow 
the advice of Mr Maxwell of Summertrees ra- 
ther than my commands. We now understand 
each other." 
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He extended his hAnd towards Alan, who 
was about to pled^ Hs &ith iu tbe usml 
fixm, by gnuplDg it vith fan own, when the Fa. 
tbef drew back 'hastily. Ere Alan bad time to 
eokniBeBt' lipon tliii repulde, a small nde dbor^ 
covered with t^)eatry, was opened ; the hoi^ 
inge were drawli' ande, and a lady, aa if by sud* 
dm a^paritiiMv j^ed into the apartmeht - It 
was nffithra of the Missee'Aithuretj but a wo- 
moB ja the prime df life,- and full Mowa expan* 
non of female beuity, tall^ fair, and command- 
ing in her aspe^L Her lofcks, of paly goid, weis 
taught to &U ov6r a beow, which, with the statebji 
glaoceof die laig^ <^en, blue eyes, might have 
become Juno heradf ; her neck and botjon wei« 
admirably fwmed, uid of a dazing whiteness. 
She waarsther inclined U) en bott paint, but not 
more tfaifn became her age, of ^^arently tlurty 
yeank' Her step was that of a queen, but it was 
of Queen Vashti, not Queen Esther'— the bold 
and commanding, not the retiring beauty. 

Father Buonaventure nused himself on the 
coudi, angrily, as if di8][^Kd by this intrusion. 
" How now, madam," he said, with some stem. 
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neBS { ** why have ve the honour of your (xko- 
p«nyr 

*' Bacause it h my pleasore," aniweted it)e 
la^^.cMopofledly. 

** Your pleasure, madam P he repeated in the 
same angry tone. 

' ^*:My pleasure, nr," she . ooadnvied, " which 
always.keepa exact pace with my doty. I had 
heard you wen nawell— 4et me }iapB it is ouiy 
bnunees which produces this BeduraoQi" 

*< I am 'well,*', he replied^ " perfectly veil, 
and I thank you fpr your care-^^nit we are not 
alone, and this young maai— — * 

** That young man ?"" she said, bending h» 
large and serious eyes on Alan Fdrford, as if 
she hodbten fttr die ffnt time aware, of his pre- 
sence,>— " may lasfc who he isP" 

** Another time, madam ; yoq shall leam his 
history after he is gone. His presence reiiders it 
impossible for me to explain &rdieri" 

*' After he is gone may be too late," said the 
lady ; " and what is his presence to me, when 
your safety is at stake P. He is the heuetio lawyer 
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whom. those ^y fools, the Artfaurets, admitted 
into thb house, at a time when they should have 
let thrown father knock at the door in vud, 
though the night had been a wild one. You will 
not surely diuniss him ?" ... 

" Your own impatience can alone make that ' 
step pmtIous," said the Father ; •* I have TeA>l- 
ved to take it—do not let your indiscreet zeal> 
however excellent its motive, add any unneces- 
sary risk to the transaction." 

" Even BO ?" said the lady> in a tone of re. 
proach, yet mingled with respect and apprehen- 
sion. " And thus you will still go forward, like. 
a stag upon the huiiter''B snares, with undoubt- 
ing confidence, after all that has happened ?" 

'* Peace, madam," said Father Buonaven- 
ture, rising up ; " be silent, or' quit the apart- 
ment ; my de«gas do not admit of female criU- 
cism." 

To this peremptory command the lady seemed 
about to'make a sharp reply; but she checked 
herself, and pressing her lips Btrongly tt^ther, 
as if to secure the words from bursting ftom 
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them wUch were already fenned uptm ber 
tongue, she made a deep reverence, partly as it 
seemed in refHtiach, partly in respect, and left 
the room as suddenly as she had entered iL 

The Father looked disturbed at this intadent, 
which he seemed senuble could not but fill Fair, 
fad's ima^ation with an additional throng of 
bewildering auspicions ; he bit his lip and mut- 
tered something to himself as be walked through 
the, apartment; then suddenly turned to his 
viutor with a smile of much sweetness, and a 
countenance in which every rougher expression 
was exchanged for those of courtesy and kind- 
ness. 

" The visit we have been just honoured 
with, my young friend, has given you," he said, 
- " more secrets to keep than I would have wished 
you buTthened with. The lady is a person of 
condition — of rank and fortune — but neverthe- 
less, is GO (urcumstanced, that the mere fact of her 
bang known to be in this country, would occ^ 
sion many evils, I should wish you to obsti-ve 
secrecy on this sutiject, even to lUdgauntlet or 
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Maxwell, however tnudi I trust them fa all that 
mneeini my own Hffiurs." 

*^ X can have no occsawn," replied Fairfordf 
" for-hdding.aDj discusnon with tbete gentie- 
men, or with any oth^v, on the droumitance 
which 1 hOre juBtwitnessed—iteould'only liaT* 
become ^&«ubjett of my oon^rsation by meve 
acraclent, and I will now take care to avoid die 
n&jeot eatirely," 

" You will do well, nr, end I thaskyou," add 
the leather, throwing much digtu^ iototfae es- 
preBtdtm of obligadon which he meant to coony. 
" The time may perhaps come when you mil 
learn what it is to have obliged one of my condi- 
tioD. Ab to- the lady, she ha& the highest merit, 
and nothing canbe said of her justly wliit^ would 
not redound to her praise. Nevertlielees— rin 
short, sir, we wander at present as in a moraing 
Huet-i— the sun will, I trust, soon rise and cSspeL 
it, when all that now seems mystenous will be 
fully revealed— 4r it will sink into run,?' he add- 
ed, in a solooon bme, " and then ex{danation will. 
beoflittkcoiuequeiioe.<-;Adieu,Edii; I wishyeu 
well." 
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He made a gnudiil obdaanoe, and vanished 
through the same nde-door by vhich llie lad; 
had entered ; and Alan thooght he heard thair 
vnces high hi dispute id the adjointDg apart- 

•SMBtL 

. Freauitly afterwards, Amb«MB entwedj aod 
ttiU'him that a horse and gmdc vaited lum be- 
neath the terrace. 

*■ The good Father BuoDarenture," added the 
bntla*, ** has been gtataonsly frfeaaed to connder 
yoHT stuatumt and denied me to iaqiure vhethtf 
you have any occasion for a supply of mtm^." 
- 'f Make my respects to his reverence,** ansT6r< 
ed Fairford, " and assare him I am provided in 
that partieidar. I b^ yeu also to make my ac- 
knowledgiBentB to the Misses Arthuret, and ai- 
sure Ihem that th^ kind faospitahty, to which I 
prob^y owe my life, riiall be remembered with 
gratitude as long as that life lasts. You your- 
self, Mr Ambrose, must accq>t of my kindest 
thanks for your still and attention.'' 

Mid these acknowledgments they left the 
houie, descended the terrace, and reached the 



dbt Google 



94 NAkKATlVE. CftAT. 111. 

qwt'whefe die gardeoo*, Furford^s old acquaint- 
anoe, wuted for him, mounted upon one hone, 
and leading anotber. 

Bidding a£eu to Ambrose, our joung lawyer 
mounted, and rode down the avenue, often ]o6k^ 
ing back to the melancfaoly and neglected dwelU 
i^g in which be had witnessed such strange 
scenes, and munng upon the character of its 
mysterious inmates, especially the noble and al- 
most regal seeming priest, and the beautiful but 
capridous dame, who, if she was really Father 
Buonaventure''s penitent, seemed less docile to 
the authority of die church, than, as Alan con- 
caved, the Catholic ^sdpline permitted. He 
could not indeed help being sensible that the 
whole deportment of these personB differed much 
from his preconceived notions of a priest and de- 
votee. Father Buonaventure, ia particular, bad 
more natural dignity and less art and affectation 
in bis manner, than accorded with the idea which 
Calvinists were taught to entertain of that wily 
and fonnidable person, a Jesuitical missionary. 
While reflecting on these things, he looked back 
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SO frequently at the house, that Dick Gkudenw, 
a forvard, talkative fellow, who began to tice of 
nlence, at length said to him, " I think you will 
know Fairladies when you see it agun, sir.'* 

" I dare say I shall, Richard,* answered Fair- 
ford, good humouredly. " I wish I knew as 
well where I am to go next But you can tdl 
me perhaps." 

" Your worship should know better than I," 
said Dick Gardener; " nerertheleas I have a no- 
Uon you are gcnng where all you Scotsmen should 
be sent, whether you will or no." 

" Not to the devil, I hope, good Dick," sud 
Fairford. 

" Why, no. That is a road which you may 
travel aa heretics ; but as Scotsmen, I would only 
send you three-fourths the way— and that is back 
to Scotland again — always craving your honour's 
pardon." 

" Does our journey lie that way P" said Fair- 
ford. 

" As far as the water-nde," stud Richard. " I 
■m to carry you to old Father Crackentborpe''B, 
and then you are within a spit and a stride of 
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SeotUnd, oa the saying is. But msj'hi^i you 
may think twice of going thither, for all that ; for 
Old Englaod is fat feeding ground for nordi 
country cattlet" 
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CHAPTEE IV. 

HAftKATITB or DABSIB LATIUEB. 

Ons biitory must now, as the old nHnancen 
wont taHajr, " leave to tell" of the quest of Alan 
Furford, and instruct our readers of the adrni- 
tures which hefell Dsrsie Latimer, left ai h^Vaa 
in the pr«catioui oustody of hii Belf-samed tutw, 
the Lurd of the Locbt of Solway, to whose a^ 
iHtnuy pleasure he found it DeoesHry for the 
present to confonn himself. 

In ccmiequettce of this prudent raolutioD, and 
although he did not amume such a duguise with- 
out KHDe sensations of shame and degradatiim, 
Darue pennitted Cristal Nixon to place over his 
faoe,and secure by a string, one of those ailk nuakn 

TOL. III. G 
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whicb l«dies frequently wore to preaerve thar 
complexions, when exposed to the lur during long 
joumejs on horseback. He remonstrated soi&&- 
what more vehemently agiunst the" long riding- 
skirt, which converted his person from the waist 
into the female gmse, but was obliged to concede 
thb ptnnt also. 

The metamorphosis was then complete ; for 
the fair reader must be informed, that in those 
rude times, the ladies, when they honoured the 
masculine dress by assuming any part of it, wore 
just such hats, coats, and wwstcoats, as the male- 
animals themselves made use of, and had no no- 
tion of the el^ant compromiae betwixt male and 
female attir^ which has now acquired, par excel- 
lence) the name of a habit. Trolloppmg things 
our mothers must have looked, with long square- 
cut coats, lacking collars, and with wustcoata 
plentifully supplied with a length of pocket, which 
bung far downwards from the middle. But. 
then they had some advantage from the splen- 
did colours, lace, and gay embroidery, which 
masculine attire then exhibited ; and, ae happens 
in many nmilar instances, the finery of the ma- 
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tenals made amendB for the want of symmetij 
and grace of form ia the. garments thenuelTeg. 
. But tJuB is a digression. 

In the court of the old mannoD, half ma. 
ntH'-jJace, half farm-house, or rather a decayed 
manor-Jiouse, converted into an abode for a Cum. 
beriand tenant, stood several saddled horses, 
four or five of them were mounted by servants 
or inferior retainers, all of whom woe well-armed 
with sword, |ustol, and carabine. But two had 
riding furniture for the use of femalefr— the one 
being accoutred with a nde-saddle, the other with 
a pillion attached to the saddle, 

Sarsie's heart beat quicker within him ; he 
easlj comprehended that one of these was in* 
tended for his own use ; and his hopes suggested 
that the other was dengned for that of the fur 
Green-Mantle, whom, according to his establish*- 
ed practice, he had adopted for the c|ueen oi his 
affections, although his opportunities of holding 
oammunicatioa with her had not ^ceeded the 
length of a-mlent supper on one occasion, and the 
going down a country dance on another. This, 
however, was no unwonted mood of passion with ' 
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Dame Latimer, nptm wboBi CujMd wu med to 
triut^h <«ily in the degree of a Mahratta &m- 
queror, who oTemins a province with the raptditj 
of ligh&UDg, bat findi it impoBsible to retain it 
beyond a rery Inief ^»ee. Yet this new Iotc 
waa rather tnofe Krious than the scarce sldnned- 
up wounds which hia friend Furfoid uaed to ri- 
dicule. The damsel had shewn a sincere interest in 
his behalf; and the air of mystery with which that 
interest was veiled, gave her, to his lively iniagi- 
nation, the character of a benerotoit and protect- 
ing Epirit, as much as that of a beautiful female. 
At former times, the romance attaiding his 
shortJived attachments had been of his own 
creating, and had dissppeared sotm as ever he 
approached more doiely to the object with which 
he had invested iL On the present occasion, it 
really flowed &om external circumstances, which 
might bav« interested less suscepdble feelings, 
and an imagini^on ksa lively thui that of Darste 
Latinwr, young, inezperienoed, and rathunastic 
as he was. 

He watched, therefmv, anxiously to whose 
e Uie palfny bearing the lady^s saddle was 
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deatiBed. But «« any feanaleappMnd to occupy 
it, he vu hibuelf lunimoDed to take his seat on 
the [uUion behind Criital Nixon, amid the giim 
<^ his old aoqauntance Jan, who hdped him to 
bone, and the unrettruned laughter of Cicely, 
who displayed f«i the oocanon a caae <^ teeth 
wbii^ mi^t have mailed ivozy. 

Latimer was at an i^ when being an olgeet of 
general ridicule even to clowni and milk^naidf, 
WIS not a mfUter of indiffer«M^ and he longed 
bealtily to have laid hla hone-whip aorose Jan^ 
abouldeta. That, however, was a solacenunt of 
bis ieelings which was not at the moment to be 
thought oS; asd Criatal Nixon presently put an 
end to his unpleasant situation, by ordering the 
ndors to go on. He himself kept the centre of 
the troop, two men riding before and two behind 
him, always, as it seemed to Darue, having thdr 
eye uptm Um, to prevent any attempt at eac^ie. 
He could see from time to time, when the strug^t 
line of the road, <Nr the advantage i^ an ascent 
permitted him, that another tro(^ of three or four 
ritov followed them at about a quarter of a mile's 
distance; amongst whom he oould discover the 
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tall form of Redgauntlet, and the powerful aeUoir 
of hia gallant black horse. He had little doubt 
that GreeD-Mantletnadeoneof the party, though 
he was unaUe to disunguish her from the others. 

In this manner they travelled fiom six in the 
morning until nearly ten of the clock,, without 
Darsc's exchanging a word with any one ; for he 
loathed the very idea of entering into conversiu 
tion with Ciiital Nixon, against whom he seemed 
to feel an insbnctive avernon ; nor was that do. . 
mestic*8 saturnine and sullen dispoution such as 
to have encouraged advances, had he thought of 
making them. 

At length the party halted for the purpose of 
refreshment ; but as they had hitherto avoided all 
villages and inhabited places upcm th«r route* 
so they now stopped at one of those large ruinous 
Dutch bams which are sometimes found in the 
fields, at a distance fnHn the farm-houses to which 
they belong. Tet in this desolate place some 
preparations had been made for their reception. 
There were in the end of ^e barn, racks filled 
with provender for the homes, and plenty of pro>- 
visions for the party were drawn from the trusses 
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of attvifi ooder which the baskets that conbuBi. 
ed them had been deposited.. . The chmceet of 
fhete were selected and arranged apart by Cri»- 
tal Nixon, while the men of the party threw them- 
fielves upon the rest, which he abandoned to 
their discretion. In a few minutes afteiwards the 
rearward party arrived and dismounted, and 
Bedgauntlet himself entered the bam with the 
green-mantled mtuden by his side. He presented 
her to Darsie with these words :— 

" It is time you two should know each other 
-bett^. I promised you my confidence, Darsie, 
and the time is come for reposing it. But first 
we will have our breakfast; and then, when once 
more in the saddle, I will tell you that which it 
is necessary that you should know. Salute Li- 
■Hm, Dwsie." 

The command was sudden, and surfuited La- 
timer, whose confuwin was increased by the 
perfect ease and frankness with which Lihas 
offered at once her cheek and faer hand, and 
pressing his, as she rather took it than gave her 
own, said very firankly, " Dearest Darsie, how 
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vejoiced I am that our uncle haa at last pmniu 
ted lu to become acqaaJnted i" 

Darsie's head turned round ] oDd it was per^ 
haps well that Redgauotlet called on him to ut 
down, ai even that moTement served to hide bii 
ooofunoD. ' There ii an old song which njt-^ 



a good rcpresentatitui, and Darsie XjatiiDW^B 
lookf at thi* unexpected irankneEs of reception, 
would have fonDed-«D admirable vigottte far il- 
lustrating the passage. " Dearest Dars)e,*.aBd 
such a ready, naj, eager salute of Up and 
handir— Itwaa all very graaouB, iiod9ubt--«nd ' 
ought to have been recnred with much gratU 
tude; but, constituted as our friends temper wa4) 
nothit^ could be more inoonnstenC with his 
tone of feeliog. If a hermit had jHVpoBcd to 
him to club for a pot of beer, the illusicnt of 
his reverend sanctity could not have been dis- 
pelled more effectually than the divine quahties 
of Green^Maatle faded upon the iU-imagioed 
fiwik4ieartedness of poor Liliaa. Vexed with 
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bo- fiirwardnen. Bad sffinoted at having aam 
more cheated himself, Daina oould hardly hdp 
nottaring to bimwlf two lines of the song we 
have aixtady quoted : 



And yet it was pity of her too— «hfl was a very 
-pntly youDg womsa-— his fancy had warce over* 
rated her in that rcapeci—«nd the alight dtvanger 
ment of the beautiful brown locks which eicaped 
in natural ringlets from under her ridiog-bat* 
vitb the bloom which exercise had brought into 
her checlc, made her even more than usually 
fascinating. Bedgsuntlet relaxed the Btwn- 
oeu <tf lus look when it was turned towards hciv 
and, in addressing her, used a sofler tone than 
bis usual deep bass. £ven the grim features of 
Cristal Nixon relaxed when he attended on her, 
and it was then, if ever, that his nusanthro|«cal 
visage expressed some sympathy with the rest (^ 
humanity. 

How can ^e, thought Latimer, look so like 
JU «ngel, yet be so mere a mortal aftw all?<— ao 
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much forwardness of manner, when she aug^i 
to hare been most reaerred ? How can her con- 
duct be reconciled to the grace and ease of her 
general deportment ? 

The confusion of thoughts which occupied 
Sarne*B imagination, gave to hts looks a dis- 
ordered appearance, and hia inattention to the 
food which was placed before him, togeliier with 
bis faience and absence of mind, induced Li^ 
lias solicitously to inquire, whether be did not 
feel some return of the disorder under which 
he had suffered so lately. This led Mr Bed- 
gauntlet, who seemed also lost in his own con- 
templations, to rake his eyes, and join in tbe 
same inquiry with some appearance of interest. 
Latimer explained to both, that be was perfect- 
ly Weil. 

** It is well it is so," answered Redgauntlet ; 
.*< for we have that before us which will brook 
no delay from indispo^tion — we have not, as 
Hotspur says, Imsure to be sick." 

Lilias, on her part, endeavoured to prevail 
upcm Darsie to partake of the food which she 
ofl^ed him, with a kiadly and affectionate oonr- 
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tes^, ctKTespondiog to the warmth of the interest 
she had displayed at th^ meeting ; but ao very 
natural, ianooent, and pure in its character, that 
it would have been impossible for the vainest 
coxcMnb to have mutaken it for coquetry, or a 
desire of captivating a prize so valuable as his 
afiectiMts. Darsie, with no more than the rea- 
sonable share of self-opinion ctnnmon to most 
youths when they approach twen^-one, knew 
not how to explain her conduct 

Sometimes he was tempted to think that his 
own merits had, even daring the short intervals 
when they had seen each other, secured such a 
bold of the affections of a young person, who 
bad probably been bred up in ignorance of the 
viaid and its forms, that she was unable to con- 
cealher partiality. Sometimes lie suspected that 
she acted by her guardian's order, who, aware 
that he, Darsie, was entitled to a conudeiable 
fortune, might have taken this bold stroke to 
Inring about a marriage betwixt him and so near 
a relative. 

But neither of these suppositions was appli- 
cable to the character of the parties. Miss X.i- 
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jias's maimerB, iKtwerer soft and natural, dU. 

{dayed in their ease tud versatility ocnisiderablc 
acquiuntaixje with the haluts of the world, and 
jn the few worda ahe said during the morning 
repast, there was mingled a ihrevdneu and good 
■ense which could scarce belong to a Miw c^>a> 
ble of playing the ally part of a lov^smittea 
nwiden so broadly' As for lUdg^nntlet, with 
his stately bearii^, his fatal frown, his eye of 
Uireat and of conimand, it was impouable, Daraie 
thought, to 8uq>ect ^im of a schepoe having pri- 
vate advantage for its objeGt;.~he oould as soon 
have imagined Casaus picking Gsesar's poclcel^ 
instead of drawing his poniard on the Dictator. 

While he thus mused, unable either to eat* 
drink, or answer to the courtesy of LUiaa, she 
Bopn ceased to speak to him, and sat silent as 
himaelf. . 

They had nmained nearly an hour in thor 
halting place, when Bedgauntlet etid aloud, 
*< Look out, Cristal Nixon. If we hear notfaiog 
from Furladies, we must continue our journey." 

Cristal went to the door, and preaoitly return- 
ed and 8wd to his master, in a VMce as harsh as 
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iat features, " Gilbert Gregioa is eraung, hU 
borse as vhite vith foam as if a fiend had lidden 

bUD." 

RedgaQDtlet threw from him the plate on 
which he had be^ eatitig, and hastened towards 
tbe door of Ae bam, which the courier at tliat mo- 
awbt entered i a smart jockey with a black Telvet 
hunting cap, and a broad belt drawn tight round 
his waist, to which was secured his express-bag. 
The variety of mud with which he was splashed 
from cap to spur, shewed he had had a tough 
and rajHd ride. He delivered a letter to Mr 
Redgauntlet, with en obeisance, and then retired 
to the end of the bam, where the other attend- 
ants were utting or lying upon the straw, in order 
to get some refreshment 

Redgauntlet broke the letter open with haste, 
and read it with anxious and discomposed looks. 
On a second perusa], bis displeasure seemed to 
increase, his brow darkened, and was distinctly 
marked with the fatal sign peculiar to his family 
uid house. DarEoe had never before observed 
(lis frown bear such a close resemblance to the 
shape which tradition asmgned it. 
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Hedganntlet held out the open lettor mth one 
hand, and struck- it widi the forefinger of the 
other, as, in a suppressed and displeased tone, he 
stud to Cristsl Nixon, " Countermanded — order- 
ed northward once more ! — Northward, when all 
our hopes lie to the south — a second Derby di- 
rection, when we turned our back on glory, and 
marched in quest of ruin!" 

Cristal Nixon took the letter and ran it over, 
then returned it to his master with the cold ob^ 
serration, *' A female influence predominates.^ 

" But it shall predominate no longer,^ sud 
RedgauQtlet ; '* it shall wane as ours arises in the 
horizon. Meanwhile, I will on before— and you, 
Cristal, will bring on the party to the place a». 
agned in the letter. You may now permit the 
young persons to have unreserved conmiunico- 
tion together ; only mark that you watch the 
young man closely enou^ to prevent his escape^ 
if he should be i£ot enough to attempt it, but 
not approaching so close as to watch their free 
conversation." 

** I care nought about th^ converaaticui," said 
NixoD, surlily. 
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V Yoo hear my commandB, Liliae," said the 
Laird, tunung to the young lady, " You mx^ 
use my permissioa and authority, to explain so 
much-of our family matters as you yourself know; 
At our next meeting I will complete the task of 
disclosure, and I trust I shall restore one Bed- 
gauntlet more to the bosom of our ancient fami- 
ly. Let Latimer, as- he calls himself, have s 
horse to himself; he must for some time retain 
his disgiuse. — My horse — my horse l** 

Id two minutes they heard him ride off from 
the dtxa <^ the bam, followed at speed by two 
of the armed men of hiB party. 

The commands of Cristal Nixon, in the mean- 
while, put all the remainder of the party in Ino- 
ticm, but the Laird himself was long out of raght 
ere they were in readiness to resume thm jour- 
ney. When at length they set out, Darste was 
acconmiodated with a horse and side-saddle, in- 
stead of being obliged to resume his place on the 
pillion behind the detestable Nixon. He was 
obliged, however, to retun his riding skirt, and 
to reassume his mask. Yet, notwithstanding 
this disagreeable circumstance, and although he 
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abterved that they gave hha the bMnert and 
alowflrt harts at the paity* tad that, as a farther 
^eeautioD against eioape, ha waa cbxely watched 
on ereiy nde, jet, riding in company with the 
pretty Lifias wu an advantage wUcb ovcrbar 



It is trae, that this sOcie^, to wludi that 
very norDing he would have looked forward u 
a' glimpse of heaven, had, now that it was thus 
unexpectedly induced, somethingmueb less rap- 
turous than he bad expected. 

It was in Yain that, in order to avut hinudf 
of a situation 60 favourable for indulging his ro- 
tnanUc disposition, he endtovoured to eoax back, 
if I may bo express myself, that delightful dream 
of ardent and tender pas^n ; he felt only Such a 
confusoa of ideas at the difierence between the 
b^ng whom he had ima^ned, and her with 
whom he was now in contact, that it seemed to 
him like the effect of witchcraft. What most 
surprised him was, that this sudden flame should 
have died away so rajndly, notwithstanding that 
the maiden's personal beauty was even greater 
than he had expected — her demeanour, unless it 
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should be deemed overJcind towards himself, as 
graceful and becoming &s he could have fancied 
it, even in his gayest dreams. It were judging 
hardly of him to suppose that the mere belief of his 
having attracted her affections more easily than 
he expected, was the cause of his ungratefully 
underraluing a prize too lightly won, or that his 
transient passion played around his heart with 
the flitting radiance of a wintry sunbeam flash- 
ing agunst an idcle, which may brighten it for a 
moment, but cannot melt it. Neitherof thesewas 
prerasdy the case, though such fickleness of dis> 
position might also have some influence in tba 
change 

The truth is, perhaps, that the lover's plea^ 
sure, hke that of the hunter, is in the chose ; and 
that the brightest beauty loses half its merit, as 
the fmrest flower its perfume, when the wiUing 
hand can rewh it too easily. There must be 
doubt — there must be danger — there must be 
difficulty ; and if, as the poet says, the course of 
ardent afi^ection never does run Emootfa, it is per- 
haps because, without some intervening obstacle, 

VOL. III. H 
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that which is criled the romantic paBsioa of lore, 
in its high poetical character and etdouiing, can 
hardly have an existence ;— any more than there 
can be a current in a nver, without the streun 
being narrowed by steep banks, or checked by 
oppoung rocks. 

Let not those, however, who enter into a union 
for life without those embarrassmenta which de- 
light a Darsie Latimer, or a Lydia Languish, 
and which are perhaps necessary to excite an en- 
thusiastic pas«on in breasts more firm than th^rs, 
augur worse of their future happiness, because 
thnr own alliance is formed under calmer au- 
i^ces. Mutual esteem, an intimate knowledge of 
each other's character, seen, as in their case, un- 
disguised by the mists of too partial passion — a 
suitable proportion of parties in rank and fortune, 
in taste and pursuits— are more frequently found 
in a marriage of reason, than in a union of ro- 
mantic attachment ; where the imagination, which 
probably created the virtues and accomplishments 
with which it invested the beloved object, is fre< 
<)uently afterwards employed in magnifying the 
mortifying consequences of its own delusion, and 
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eusperuing all the stings of disappcnntnient; 
Those who ttA\ow the banners of Reaaon are like 
the weU<disdplined battalioD, which, wearing a 
DHM% sober uniform, and making a less dazzling 
^low, than the light troops c(Hnnianded b; Ima< 
paaiMO, enjoy more safety^ and even more ho. 
Qour, in the conflicts of human life. — ^AU this, 
however, is foreign to our present purpose. 

Uncvtmn in what manner to address her whom 
he had been lately so anxious to meet with, and 
embarrassed by a tSte-a-tlte to whicfa his own 
timid inexperience gave some awkwardness, the 
party hod proceeded more than a hundred yards 
brfore Darsie assumed courage to accost, or even 
to look at, his companion. Seiuible, however, of 
the imprc^ety of bis silence, he turned to speak 
to her ; and observing that, although she wore 
her mask, there was something like disappoint- 
ment and dejection in her manner, he was moved 
by self-reproach for bis own coldness, and has- 
tened to address her in the kindest tone he could 



*' You must think me cruelly deficient in gra- 
Utude, Miss Lilias, that I have been thus long 
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la yoiir compaity^ irithout thanking you for the 
interest which you have dagned to take in my 
unfortunate affun." 

" I em glad you have at length spoken^^ she 
Bud, *' though I own it is more coldly than I 
expected — J/itMLilias! D^ign to take interest ! 
— In whom, dear Darsie, am I take interest but 
in you P and why do you put this barrier of cere. 
-mony betwixt us, whom advem circumstances 
have already separated for such a length of time?" 

Dar^e was again confounded at the extra can- 
dour, if we may use the term, of this frank avowal 
—One must love partridge very well, thought 
he, if fme can accept it when thrown in oneV face 
— ^if this is not plcdn speaking, there is no Buch 
place as downright Dunstable in being I 

Embarrassed with these reBections, and him- 
self of a nature fancifully, almost fasUt^usly, 
delicate, he could only in reply stammer forth an 
acknowledgmentofhis companion's goodness, and 
his own gratitude. She answered in a tone partly 
sorrowful and partly impatient, repeating, with 
displeased emphasis, the only distinct words he 
had been able to bring forth — " Goodness— gr^ 
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titode I — O Darae I should these be the phrases 
between you and me ? — Alas! lam too sure you 
are displeased withme,thoughIcamiot even guess 
on what account. Perhaps you think I have 
been too free ia venturing upon my vrnt to your 
friend. But then remember it was in your be- 
half, and that I knew no better way to put you 
on your guard agidnst the misfortunes and re> 
straint which you have been subjected to, and ore - 
still enduring." 

" Dear lady—" sud Darsie, rallying his recol- 
lection, and Buspiinous of some error in appr^ 
hennon,— -a suspicion which his mode of address 
seemed at once to communicate to Lilias, for she 
interrupted him,— 

" Lad^ ! dear /ot^/— For whom, or for what, 
in Heaven^s name, do you take me, that you 
address me so formally P" 

Had the question been asked in that enchant^ 
«d hall in Fairy.laad, where all interrogations 
must be answered with absolute sincerity, Darsie 
faaJd certainly replied, that he took her for the 
most £rank'hearted and ultra-liberal lass that had 
ever lived since Mother Eve eat the pippin with- 
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out paring. But as he was atill on middle- 
earth, and free to avail himself of a little poUte 
deceit, he bard; answered, that he believed he 
had the htmour of speaking to the mece of Mr 
Redgauntlet. 

" Surely," she replied ; '* but were it not as 
easy for you to have said, to your own only Bi»- 
ter?" 

Darsie started in his saddle, as if he had le- 
c(»Ted a [HBtol-shot. 

*' My sister !" be exclaimed. 

" And you did nta know it thai P* sud she. 
" I thought your reception of me was cold uid 
indifferent !" 

A fcind and cordial embrace took place betwixt 
tiie relatives ; and so light was Darsie's spirit, 
that hctreallyfelthimselfmore relieved, by getting 
quit of the embarrassments of the last half hour, 
during which he ctmceiTed himself in danger of 
being persecuted by the attachment of a forward 
gill, than disappcnnted by the vanishing of so 
maoy day-dreams as he had been in the habitof 
encoungiog during the time when the green- 
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mantkd muden was goddess of his iddatry. He 
had been ahcadyflimg from bisronuuiUcFegasus, 
and was too happy at length to find hinudif 
with booeB unbroken, though with his back on 
the ground. He was, beudes, with all his whima 
and foUiei, a generous, kind-hearted youth, and 
was delisted to acknowledge so beautiful and 
amiable a relative, and to assure her in the 
warmest terms of his immediate affecUon and fu- 
ture protectbn, so soon as they should be extri- 
cated firom th«r present utuatioQ. Smiles and 
tears mingled on Lilies''s cheeks, like showers and 
sunshine in April weatbw. 

" Out on me," rite said, " that I should be 
so childish as to cry at what makes me so mt- 
oerely happy ! unce, God knows, family-love is 
what my heart has most longed after, and to 
which it has been most a stranger. My uncle 
says that you and I, Darrie, are but half Bed- 
gauntlets, and that the metal of which our father^s 
family was made, has been fit^iened to efiemina- 
ey in our motb^'a ofispriog." 

" Alas [" said Darsie, *' I know so little of our 
family story, that I almost doubted that I be- 
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longed to the House of Redgauntlet, although 
tlte chief of the family himself intitaated so much 
to me." 

" The Chiefofthe family '"said Lilias. "You 
must know little of your own descent indeed, if 
you mean my uncle by tJiat expression. You 
yourself, my dear Darue, are the heir and repre- 
sentatire of our ancient House, for our father 
was the elder brother— that brave and unhappy 
Sir Hemy Darue Redgauntlet, who suffered at 
Carlisle in the year 1746. He took the name of 
Darsie, in conjunction with his own, from our 
mother, heiress to a Cumberland family of great 
wealth and antiquity, of whose large estates you 
are the undeniable heir, although those of your 
father have been involved in the general doom 
of forfrature. But all this must be necessarily 
unknown to you." 

" Indeed I hear it for the first time in my 
life," answered Barae. 

" And you knew not that I was your sister ?" 

said Lilias. " No wonder you received me so 

, coldly. What a strange, wild, forward young 

person you must have thought ms— mixing my. 
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odf in the fortunes of a Btrang^ whom I had 
only once epoken to— corresponding with him bj 
agns— Good Heaven 1 what can you have sup- 
posed me?" 

" And hov should I hare come to the know- 
ledge of our connection P" said Darsie. " You 
are aware I was not acqu^nted with it when we 
danced together at Brokenburn.'" 

" I saw that with concern, and fain I wouU 
have warned jou,^' answered Lilias; "but I was ' 
closely watched, -and before I could find or make 
an opportunity of coming to a full explanation 
with you on a subject so agitatbg, I was forced 
to leave the room. What I did say was, you may 
remember, a caution to leave the southern bor- 
der, for I foresaw what has idnce happened. But 
nnce my unda has had you in his power, I ne- 
ver doubted he had communicated to you our 
whole family history." 

" He has left me to learn it from you, Lilias ; 
and assure yourself that I will hear it with more 
pleasure from your lips than from his. I have 
no reason to be pleased with lua conduct towards 
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" Of that," Bud Lilios, " you will judge bet- 
ter when jou have heard what I have to tell ;ou j" 
and she began her communication in the follow- 
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CHAPTER V. 

MABKATITK OF SABUK LATimiE, COMTIHDBV. 

** Thk Home of Be^amitlet," Bud the young 
lady, ** has for cesturies been suj^meed to lie 
undff ■ doom, whkji has rmdued tub their 
courage, tfaor talents, thdr amEntion, and thdir 
insdom. Often "'■'""g a figure in history, they 
have be«i erer in the utuation of mm striving 
against both wind and tide, who distinguish them- 
selves by thor de^i^ate exertions of strength, 
and their posevering endunmce of toil, but 
vrithout bdng able to advance themselves upon 
thm course, by ^ther vigour or resolution. 
They pretend to trace this fatality to a legend- 
ary history, which I may tell you at a less busy 
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Darsie intimated, that be bad ab^ady heard 
the tragic story of Sir Alberick Redgauntlet. 

"I need only Bay, then," proceeded LUias,*'that 
our father and uncle felt the family doom in its 
full extent. They were both posseased of con- 
uderable property, whidi was largely increased 
by our father's marriage, and vere both devoted 
to the service of the unhappy House of Stuart; 
but, (as our mother at least supposed,) family 
Gon^derations might have withheld her husband 
from joining openly in the affair of 174S, had 
not the high influence which the younger bro- 
ther possessed over the elder, from his more d&- 
dided energy of character, hurried him along 
with himself into that undertaking. 

" When, therefore, the enterprize came to the 
fatal conclusion, which bereaved our father of 
bis life, and conugned hb brother to exile. Lady 
Redgauntlet fled from the north of England, 
determined to break off all communication with 
her late husband's family, particularly bis hro< 
ther, she regartUng them as having, by their 
insane political enthusiasm, been the means of 
his untimely death ; and determined that jxw, 
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mj Inrother, rd infant, and that I, to whom die 
had just given turtb, should be brought up as 
adherents of the present dynasty. Perh^» she 
vas too hasty in this determination — toa timidly 
anxious to exclude, if possible, from the knov- 
ledge of the very spot where we existed, a relo- 
tioa 8o nearly connected with us as our father's 
only brother. But you must make allowance 
for what she had suffered. See, brother," she 
said, pulling her glove off, " these five blood- 
specks on my arm are a mark by which myste- 
rious Nature has impressed, on an unborn infant, 
a record of its fsther''s violent death and its mo- 
ther's miseries." 

" You were not, then, bom when my father 
suffered f" said Darue. 

" Alas, no !" she replied ; '• nor were you a 
twelvemonth old. It was no wonder that my 
mother, after going through such scenesof agony, 
became irre^stibly anxious for the sake of her 
children — of her son in particular ; the more espe- 
(ually as the late Sir Henry, her husband, had, 
by a settlement of his affairs, confided the cu»- 
tody of the persons of her children, as well as the 
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estates which descended to them, independently 
of those which fell under his forfeiture, to hb 
brother Hugh, in whom he placed unlimited cod- 
fidence." 

" But mj mother had no reason to fear the ope- 
ration of such a deed, concaved in favour of an 
attainted person," said Danne: 

*' Tme," replied Lilias ; " but onr uncle's 
attainder might have been reversed, like that of 
so many other persons, and our motba, who 
both feared and hated him, Uved in continual ' 
terror that this would be the case, and that she 
should see the author, as she thought him, of her 
hushand'*s death, come armed with legal powers, 
and in a capacity to use them, for the purpose of 
tearing her children from her protection. Be- 
sides, she feared, even in his iocapadtated condi- 
tion, the adventurous and pertinacious spirit c^ 
her brother-in-law, Hugh Redgauntlet, and feh 
assured that he would make some attempt to pos- 
sess himself of the persons of the children. On 
the other hand, our uncle, whose proud disposi- 
tion might, perbaps, have been soothed by the 
ofier of her confidence, revolted agmnst the dis- 
trustful and susjKcious manner in which Lady 
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Darne Redgauntlet acted towards hin. She 
basely abused, be said, the unhappy orcuni' 
stances in which he was placed, in order to de- 
prive him of bia natural privilege of protecting 
and educating the infants, whom nature and law, 
and the will of their father, bad comnutted to his 
charge, and he swore solemnly be would not 
sulnnit to such an injury. Report of bis threats 
was made to Lady Redgauntlet, and tended 
to increase those fears which proved but too 
well founded. While you and I, children at 
that dme of two or three years old, were play- 
ing together in a walled orchard, adjacent to our 
mother''s residence, which she had fixed some- 
where in Devonshire, my uncle suddenly scaled 
the wall with sevefal men, and I was snatched 
up and carried off to a boat which waited for 
them. My mother, however, fiew to your res- 
cue, and as she seized on and held you fast, my 
uncle could not, as he has tance told me, pos- 
sess himself of your person, without using un- 
manly violence to his brother's widow. Of this 
he was incapable ; and, as people began to as- 
semble upon my mother's screaming, he with- 
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drew, after dardng upon you and her one of 

those fearful looks, which, it is sud, retnun with 
our family, as a fatal bequest of Sir Alberiek 
our ancestor," 

" I have some recollection of the scuffle whit^i 
you meodoD," said Darde ; *< and I think it was 
my uncle himself (ance my uncle he is) who re- 
called the circumstance to my mind on a late occ»< 
sion. I can now account for the guarded secluuon 
under which my poor mother lived — for her fre- 
quent tears — her starts of hysterical alarm, and 
her constant and deep melancholy. Poor lady ! 
vrhat a lot was hers, and what must have been her 
feelings when it approached to a close !" 

*' It was then that she ailopted," sidd Lilias, 
« every precaution her ingenuity could suggest, 
to keep your very existence concealed from the 
person whom she feared — nay, from yourself; for 
she dreaded, as she is siud often to have expressed 
herself, that the wild-fire blood of Redgauntlet 
would urge you to unite yourfortunes to those of 
your uncle, who was well known still to cony on 
political intrigues, which most other persons had 
considered as desperate. It was also possible that 
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he, as wdl u othen, might get his pardon, as. 
govemment sheired' everj year more lenity to> 
wards the remnant of the Jacobites, and then 
he might dum the custody of your person, as 
your legal guardian. Esther of these events she 
oonudered as the direct road to your destruc- 
tioo.^ 

'* I wonder she had not claimed the protectioD 
of Chancery tat me,"^ said Darue ; " or confided 
me to the core of some pow^ul finend." 

*' She was on iodifFerent terms ^nth her rela- 
tions, on account of her marriage with our fft> 
thcr," said Lilias, ** and trusted more to secret- 
ing you from your uncle''s attempts, than to any 
protecdon which law could offiud against tfaem. 
Perhaps she judged unwisely, but surely not uib 
naturally, for one rendered irritable by so many 
misfortunes and so many aUrms. Samuel Grif. 
£ths,an eminent banker, and a worthy clergyman 
now dead, were, I believe, the only persons whom 
she intrusted with the execution of her last will ; 
and my uncle believes that she made them both 
swear to observe profbund secrecy ccmoeming 
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your tnrUi and preteiinc9]B,UDtil you sboutd come 
(o the «ge a! majatitf, and, in the meantiine, to 
breed you up in die most private -way posribfe, 
Old that iriiich was most likely to wkbdraw you 
ftam my uncle's obserTadon.'' 

" And I hsve no doubt," said Darsie, " that, 
betwixt change of name and habitation, they 
wi^ haTe succeeded pea^ectly, but fm the acci. 
d«it-^ucky or unlucky, I know not wbich to 
term it — which brought me to Brokenburn, and 
uito contact with Mr RedgauntleL I wee also 
•why I was warned against ^England, for in Eng- 
land r 

** In England alone, if I understand rightly ,** 
nid Miss Hedgauntlet, " the claims of your uncle 
to the custody of your person could have been 
Utforced, in case o£ his being refdaced iq the or- 
dinary rights of citizCTship, either by the lenity 
of the government or by Bome change in it. In 
Scotland, where you possess no property, I un- 
derstand his authority might have been reosted, 
and measures taken to put you under the jHo- 
teetton of the law. But, pray, think it not un- 
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Jueky that you have taken the step of vinliDg 
Brokenbum-~I feel confident that ihe oome- 
quenoes muit be ulUmately fortunate, for, hare 
titey not aliead; brought ub into ccmtaet with 
esdi other?" 

So flaying, she held out her hand to bo- bro< 
ther, who grasped it with a ibndneas of preBSure 
VBTJ different frtnu the manner in which tbey 
first f]aq>ed hands diat morning. There was a 
mom&A^B pauB^ while the heafta of both woe 
.overflowing with a feeling of natural aEfe^km, to 
which drcunutaoceB had hitherto rendered diem 
Btrangers. 

At length Dande broke tilence : *' I am ashft' 
med," be said, *' my dearest Lilias, that I bare 
suffered you to talk eo loi^ about matters cou- 
jceming myself only, while I le^iain igootaat of 
your story, and your present atuation." 

** The former is none of the most intraestmg, 
aet the latter the most safe or agreeable^" an- 
swered Lilios ; '* but now, my dearest brother, 
I shall have the inytimn Mj support fi£ your 
oountenonce and affection ; and were I but sure 
that we could weather the f (wmidable dins which 
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I find so close at hand, I should hare tittle it{K 
prehensions for the future.'* 

" Let me knoir,^ said Darsie, " what our pre- 
sent situation is ; and rely upon my utmost exer- 
tions both in your defence and myolrn. For 
what reasoD can my uncle desire to detain me a 
prisoner ?— If In mere opposition to, the will of 
my mother, she has long been no more ; and I 
see not why he should wish, at bo mudi trouble 
and risk, to interfere with the free will of one, to 
whom a few months will give a privily of act- 
ing fw himself, with which he will have no longer 
any pretence to interfere." 
' " My dearest Arthur," answered Lilias— <* for 
that name, as well as Dar^, properly belongs to 
yoo-^t is the lea£ng feature in my uncle's cha- 
raeto*, that he has applied every energy of his 
powerful mind to the service of the exiled family 
of Stuart The death of his brother, the dilapi- 
dation of lus own fortunes, have only added to his 
hneditaty zeal for the House of Stuart, a deep 
and almost personal hatred against the present 
ragning &mily. He is, in short, a political en- 
tfausast of- the most dangerous ebatBCba, and 
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proceeds in his agency with as much confidence, 
as if he felt himself the very Atlas, who is alone 
capable of supporting a unking cause.^ 

" And where or how did you, my Lilias, edu- 
cated, doubtless, under his auspices, leant to 
have a different view of such subjects ?" 

" By a angular chance,^ replied Ijlias, ".in 
the Dummy where my uncle placed me. AU 
though the Abbess was a person exactly after 
his own heart, my education asA penuoner de< 
Tolved much on an excellent old mother who had 
adopted the tenets of the Jansenists, with per- 
haps a still further tendency towards the Teform> 
ed doctrines, than those of Forte-Bt^ale. The 
mysterious secrecy with which she inculcated 
these tenets, gave them charms to my young 
niind ; and I embraced them the rather that they 
were in direct oppoudon to the doctrines of the 
Abbess, whom I hated so much for her severity, 
that I felt a childish deUght in setting her con- 
trol at defiance, and contradicting in my secret 
soul all that I was openly obliged to listen to 
with reverence. . Freedom of rcbgious opinion 
brings on, I suppose, freedom of political creed ; 
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Sot I had no fooner reDounced the Fope^ in&l- 
libilitj, than I b^an to questicm the doctme of 
bereditary and indefeasible rigfat. In abort, 
stnmge as it may seem, I came ont a£ a Fariaan 
eoiiTent, not indeed an ioftnicted Wbig and FrO' 
testant, but with as much inchnation to b« k> as 
i£ I bad been bred up, Uke yon, within the pres- 
bytaian sound of Snnt Griies''s chimes." 

** Hiore so, pahape," replied Dvve } " £ar 
the neam the diurch— — 4he proverb is some- 
what muBty. But how did these liberal opiiuMM 
of youn agree with the very opponte prejudices 
of my uncle?" 

'* They would have agreed like fire and w». 
ter," answered Liliaa, ** had I suffered imne to 
become ^nble; but as that would have subject- 
ed me to constant reproach and upbraiding, or 
worse, I took great care to keep my own secret ; 
so that occasioDal censures for ctJdnees, and lack 
ai Z2a) for the good cause, were the worst I had 
to undergo ; and these were bad enough." 

*< I applaud your caudon," sud Darsie. 

« You bare reason," replied his sister ; " but 
I got BO terrible a specimen of my ORcle's deter- 
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miiution of ebtiueba, before I hmd been ac« 
quainted with Urn for much more than a week, 
thai it taught me at what risk I would wata^uA 
his humour. I wUI tell you the circunutaoce ; 
for it will better teach you to t^jpreciate the ro> 
jnantic asd resoWed nature <^ his character, than 
aaythiDg which I could state of his raahneas and 

" I bad been man; a long year at the oonTent 
— was ibea placed mth a meagre old Scottish 
lady of high rank, the daughter of aa unfortU' 
nate person, whose head had in the 1715 been 
placed oa Temple-Bar. She subusted oa a 
amall penmon fi-om the French Court, aided by 
an occaaooal gratuity from the Stuarts ; to which 
the annuity pud for my board formed a de»- 
rable addition. She was oot ill-tempered, nor 
very covetou^-ndther beat me nor starved me 
— ^but she was so completely trammelled by rank 
and prgudices, so awfully profound in genealo- 
gy, and so bitterly keen, poor lady, in British 
politics, that I sometimes thought it pity that 
the Hauorerians, who murdned, as she used to 
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tdl me, her poor dear father, had left bis dear 
dau^ter in the loud of the liTing. Delighted, 
therefore, was I, when my uncle made his appear- 
ance, and abruptly announced hia purpose of 
toaYey'ing me to England. My «xtniTagant j<^ 
at the idea of leaving Lady Rachel Bougedra- 
g<m, was somewhat qualified by observing the 
melancholy look, loftydemeanour, and command- 
ing tone of my near relative. He held more 
communication with me on the journey, how- 
ever, than eonsisted with his taciturn demeanour 
in general, and seemed anxious to ascertun my 
tone of character, and parUcularly in p<Hnt of cou- 
rage. Now, though I am a tamed Redgauntlet, 
yet I have still so much <^ our family spiiit as 
enables me to be as composed in danger as most. 
of my sex ; and upon two occasions in the course 
of our journey— a threatened attack by banditti, 
and the overturn of our carriage— I had the good 
fortune so to conduct myself, as to convey to my 
unde a very favourable idea of my intrefridity. 
Probably tliis encouraged him to put in execu- 
tion the singular schone which he had in a^ta- 
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** Ere ve icadicd LmdoD we dunged oar 
Means of cooTeyuic^ md altered the route hj 
wfatdi we cpfiroadied the atj, more than once ; 
tbeD, like a fane wluch doubles repeatedly at some 
^lataniv from the Beat Ae means to occupy, and 
at last leaps into hix fonn frcnn a distance as great 
as die can dear by a spring, we made a fixced 
march, and landed in private and obscure lod- 
gings in a little old street in Westminster, not far 
distant from the Cltusters. 

" On the morning of the day on which we ar- 
rived my uncle went abroad, and did not return 
fin* sane hours. Meantime I hod no other 
amusement than to listen to the tumult of ncuses 
which succeeded each other, or reigned in con. 
funon together during the whole morning. Fans 
I had thought the most noisy capital in the 
world, but Paris seemed midajght silence com- 
pared to London. Cannon thundered near and 
at a distance — drums, trumpets, and military 
music ot every kind, rolled, flourished, and {uer- 
ced the douds almost -without intermis^on. To 
fill up the concert, bdls pealed incessantly from 
a hundred steeples. The acclamations of an im- 
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mcnM muMtudc were heard ham time to. time, 
like the roaring of a nighty ocean, aod kU this 
without my being ^le to glean the least idea ol 
what was gc»og on, for the windows of our apart- 
ment looked uptm a wa^ back-yard, which uem- 
ed totally deserted. My cuxiouty became ex- 
treme, fiH I waa Botisfied, at length, that it miut 
be some featiral of the fatgheat order whidi called 
forth these inceaaant BOund& 

'* My uncle at length returned, and with him 
a man of an exterior ungularly unprepoiaesring. 
I need not describe him to you, for^— do not iook 
round— be rides behind us at this mommt^ 

** That respectable person^ Mr Cristal Nixon, 
I suppose P" said Darue. 

** The same," answered Lilias; " make do 
gesture that may intimate we are ^leaking of 
him.^ 

Darme ngoified that he understood ha-, and 
she pursued her relation. 

** They were both in full dress, and my uncle> 
takii^ a bundle from Nixon, sud ta me, ' li- 
lias, I am come to carry you to see a grand cere- 
mony — put tm as hastily as you can the drees you 
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wUfiod in that pared, and prepare to attend me.' 
I found a female dress, splendid and el^ant, but 
Bcmiewhat bordenng opon the antique f^hion. 
It n^t be that of En^aod, I thoogfat, and I 
vent to my apartment fiiU of curion^, anddrea*' 
cd nqrwlf vkh all speed. 

*< Mj node surveyed me with attei^n— * She 
may pass for one of the flower-girls,' he sud to 
NixoD, who only answered with a nod. 

" We left the house together, and such was 
thur knowledge of the lanes, courts, and bye- 
paths, that though theie was the roar of a mat. 
titude in the broad streets, those which we tra- 
verwd were silent and deserted ; and the strollers 
whom we met, tired of gazing upoD gayer 6- 
gntes, scarcely bononred us with a passiDg lock, 
although, at any other time, we should, among 
these Tulgar suburbs, have attracted a troubl*. 
some share of observation. We crossed at length a 
broad street, where many soldiers were on guard, 
while othera, exhausted with previous duty, were 
eating, drinking, smoking, and slee|nng bende 
thor piled arms. 

(' « Oae day, Nixon,* whispered my uode, * we 
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will make these red«oBted gentry stand to their 
muskets man iratdifiilly.' 

" * Or it will be the wtxrse for them/ answeced 
his attendant, in a vcnce as unpleasant as his phy- 
uognomy. 

" UnquestioDed and unchallenged by any one, 
we crossed among the guards, and f^xon tapped 
thrice at a small postern door in a huge ancient 
building which woe striught before us. It opened, 
and we entered without my perceiving by whom 
we were adnutted. A few dark and narrow pas- 
sages at length conveyed us into an immense 
Grothic hsll, the magoificem» of which baffles my 
powers of description. 

" It was illuminated by ten thousand wax 
l^ts, whose splendour at first dazzled my eyes, 
comiog as we did from these dark and secret 
avenues. But when my sight began to become 
steady, how shall I describe what I beheld P 
Beneath were huge ranges of tables, occufued 
by princes and nobles in their robes of state^ 
high officers of the crown, wearing their dresses 
and badges of authority — ^reverend prelates and 
judges, the sages of the church and law, in their 
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toon sombre, yet not less awful robes— with othen 
whose antique and striking costume announced 
their importance, though I could not even guess 
who they might be. But at length the truth 
burst on me at once — it was, and the murmurs 
around confirmed it, the Coronation Feast. At a 
table above the rest, and extending across the up. 
per end of the hall, sat enthroned the youthful 
Sovereign himself, surrounded by the princes of 
the blood, and other dignitaries, and lec^ving the 
suit and homi^ of his subjects. Heralds and 
pur8uivaDts,hUzing in their fantastic yet splendid 
armorial habits, and pages of honour, gorgeously 
arrayed in the garb of other days, wuted upon the 
princely banquetters. In the galleries with which 
this spacious hall was surrounded, shone all, and 
more than all, that my poor imagination could 
conceive of what was brilliant in riches, or captivo- 
tiDg in beauty. Countless rows of Udies, whose 
cliamonds, jewels, and splendid attire were their 
least powerful charms, looked down from their 
lofly Beats on the rich scene beneath, themselves 
forming a show as dazzling and as beoudful aa 
that of which they were spectators. Under thcie 
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galkxirt, and behmd the banqaetting taUes, w«« 
■ midtitude of gentlemeo, ^vssad as if to attend 
m court, but wboee gmrb, although neb Plough 
to l»ve odtnaed a royal draviBg^ooia, could not 
dJBtinguJBh them in «uoh a high scene sb tiaa. 
AxaoDfft these ve wandoed for « tew minutes^ 
iindulni^;iuflhed aad. lur^wded, I uw serenl 
yotng pentsis dresKd as I was, so vbs under no 
emburaaement from the angularity of my bdnt, 
end imly MJoieedf as I bung on my uncle's arm, 
at the magical ^Jendour of 8U<^ a scenes and at 
his goodness for procuring me the j^eaaure gf 
b^oldii^ it. 

'* By and by, I percdved that my uncle had 
ftcquunlances amiHig those who wne under the 
galleries, and seemed, hke ourselres, to be mere 
spectators of the solemnity. They recognised 
«ach other vith a single vatd, sometimes only 
with a gripe of the hoad— excbai^ed some pri- 
vate signs, doubtless— end gradually fmmed a 
little group, in the centre ol which we were placed. 

" ' Is it not a grand aght, LUias T said my 
onde. * Ail the noble, and tH the wise, and all 
the wealdiy trf Biitabi} are tbeae awNnUed.* 
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" ' It i^ indeed/ mid I, ' all ttiat my mind 
ODuM hnre Jancied of regal powa* and ^en- 
dour.' 

*' * Ghrl/ be wfatapered, — and my tmde can make 
bis wfaispen ba terribly emj^tic as his thunder. 
ing voice,—* all that is noble and worthy in tlua 
fidr land are ihen assembled— but it is to bend 
like alarcB and syeophsntB before titw throne of a 
Bcv usurper.* 

** I looked at him, and the dark hemditaiy 
&own of our unhappy ancestor was Uack upon 
his brow, 

" * For God'» sake/ I wlugpered, * oouBtder, 
MT, where we are.' 

'* ' Fear nothing' he said ; * we are sutiound- 
ed by fiiends.^— As be proceeded, his strong 
and muscular frame shook with suppressed a^. 
tation. — ' See,' he said, * yonder bends Nor- 
folk, renegade to lus Catholie futh ; there stoops 
the Bishop of — — ^ traitor to the Church of 
England ; and,— shame of shames !-^yonder the 
gigantic form of Errol bows Ins head beftve the 
grandson of his father's murtlKrer I But a sign 
^all be seen this nght amongst them—'' Mew, 
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Afene, Tekd, Uphargin,* iball be read od these 
Tails, as distinctly as the spectral hand-writing 
made them visible on those of Belshazzar 1* 

" ' For God's sake,' stud I, dr«KUully alarmed, 
* it is impossible you can meditate violence in 
such a preseiice !' 

" * None is intended, fool,* he answered, ' nor 
can the slightest mischance happen, providing 
you will rally your boasted courage, and obey 
my direction. But do it coolly and quickly, for 
there are an hundred lives at stake.' 

" ' Alas I what can I do .^ I asked in the ut- 
most terror. 

" * Only be prompt to execute my bidding,* 
said he ; * it is but to lift a glov^— Here, hold 
this in your hand — throw the train of your dress 
over it, be firm, composed, and ready— or, at all 
events, I step forward myself.' 

" < If there is no violence dengned/ I sud, 
taking, mechanically, the iron glove he put into 
my hand. 

*' I could not oonceive his meaning ; but, in 
the exalted state of mind in which I beheld him, 
I was convinced that disobedience on my part 
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wouldlead to some wild explouon. I felt, fhnn the 
emergency of the occasion, a suddea presence of 
mind, and resolved to do anythitig that might 
avert violence uid bloodshed. I was not long 
held in suspense. A loud flourish of trumpeti) 
and the voice of heralds^ were mixed with tht 
clotting of horses* boc^s, while a champion, 
armed at all points, like those I hod read of in «>• 
mances, attended by squires, pages, and the whole 
retinue of chivalry, pranced forward, mounted 
upon a barbed steed. His diallaige, in defiuice 
f^ all who dared impeach the dtle of the jiew sob 
verdgn, was redted aloud — once, and agun. 

" * Bush in at the third sounding,' sud my 
unde to me ; < bring me the parader's gage, and 
leave mine in lieu of it' 

" I could not see how this waa to be don^ a» 
we were surrounded by people on all nde^ But, 
at the (bird sounding of the trumpets, a lone 
<^ned, as if by word of command, betwixt me 
and the champion, and my uncle's vcdce sud, 
* Now, I^ias, Kow !' 

" With a swift, and yet steady step, and with 
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a presence t^mind for which I have never since 
been able to account, I dischu'ged the perilous 
GommiBsion. Z was hardly seen, I believe, as I 
exchanged the pledges of battle, and in an in- 
stant retired. * Nobly done, my girl V said my 
uncle, at whose ade I found myself, shrouded 
as I was before, by the interpontion of the by&- 
standers. * Cover our retreat, gentlemen,* he 
whispered to those around him. 

" Room was made for us to approach the wall, 
whidi seemed to open, and we were again invol- 
ved in the dark passages through which we had 
formerly passed. In a small anti-room, my uncle 
stt^^ped, and hastily muffling me in a mantle 
which was lying there, we passed the guards — 
threaded the labynnth of empty streets audcourts, 
and reached our retired lodgings without attract- 
ing the least attention." 

" I have often heard," said Dar«e, " that a 
female, supposed to be a man in disguise, — and 
yet, Lilias, you do not look very masculine, — had 
taken up the champion's gaundet at the present 
King's Coronation, and left in its place a gage of 
batUe, with a paper, offering to accept the com- 
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bat, provided a fair fidd should be allowed for 
H. I have hitherto considered it as ao idle tale 
I little thought how nearly I was interested in 
the actors of a scene so daring— How could yoa 
have courage to go through with it !V 

" Had I had leisure for reflection,^ answered 
his sister, *■ I should have refused, from a mix- 
tme of principle and of fear. But, like many 
people who do dating actiiHis, I went <m because 
I bad not tjme to think of retreadng. The mat> 
ter was Uttle known, and It is said the Sing had 
commanded that it should not be &rtlier inquired 
into ; — from prudence, as I suppose, and lenity, 
though my uncle diooses to ascribe the forbear- 
ance of the Elector of Hanover, as he colls him, 
somelimeB to pusillanimity, and somedmes to a 
piGEumptuous scorn of the faction who opposes 
his title."" 

" And have your subsequent agencies under 
this frantic enthuaast," said Darue, " equalled 
this in danger ?" 

" No — nor in importance," replied Lilias; 
** though I have witnessed much of the strange 
and desperate machinations, by which, in spite ot* 
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every obstacle, asd in contempt of every danger, 
he endeavours to awaken the courage of a brtv 
ken party. I bare traversed, in his company, 
all England and Scotland, and bave visited the 
most extraordinary and contrasted scenes ; nov 
lodging at tbe castles of the proud gentry of 
Cheshire and Wales, where the retired aristo- 
crata, vith piinciples as antiquated as their dwell- 
ings and their manners, still continue to nou- 
rish jacoHtical principles ; and tbe next week, 
po-haps, has been spent among outlawed smug- 
glers, or Highland banditti. I have known my 
unde often act tbe part of a ben^ and sometimea 
that of a mae vulgar consjnrator, and turn him- 
■cjf, with tbe most surpri^g flexibibty, into all 
sort otebapea to attract proselytes to his cause.^ 

" Which, in tbe present day," sud Darsie, 
" be finds, I presume, no easy task-** 

*' So difficult,** said Lilias, *' that, I believe, 
he has, at different times, disgusted with tbe total 
ftlling away of some friends, and the coldness 
of others, been almost on the point of resigning 
his undertaking. How often have I known him 
affect an open brow and a jovial manner, mix- 
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ing ia the games of the gentry, and even ia the 
sports (^ the commcHi people in order to invest 
himself with a temporary degree of popularity* 
while, in fact, his heart was hursting to witness 
what he called the d^eneiw^ <^ the times, the 
decay of activity among the aged, and the want 
of zeal in the riring generatioii. AAet the day 
has been spent in the hardest exennse, he has 
spent the night in pacing his solitary chamber, 
bewailing the downfall of the cause, and wishing 
fer the bullet oi Dundee, or the axe of Bdim&- 
rino.^ 

*' A BtniDge delurioD,'" said Darsie ; ** and it 
is wond^ul that it does not yield to the force of 
reality." 

'* Ah, but,** replied Lillas, " realities of late 
have seemed to flatter his hopes. The general difr- 
satisfaclion with the peace— the unpopularity o( 
the minister, which has extended itself even to the 
person of his master — the various uproars which 
have disturbed the peace of the metropolis, and a 
general state of disgust and disaffection, which 
seems to afTect the body of the nation, have ^ven 
unwonted encouragement to the expiring hopes 
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of the Jacobitea, and induced many, both at the 
Court of 'Rome, and that, if it can be called so,- 
ot the FretendCT, to lend a more favouraUe ear 
than they had hitherto done to the ionnuatioDBof 
those, who, like my uncle, hope, when hope is lost 
toallbutthemBelves. Nay, I really believe that at 
this moment they meditate s<qne despoate effiirt.- 
My uncle has been diung all in his power, of late, 
to conciliate the afiections of those wild commu- 
oiues that dwell on the Solway, over whom our 
family poisesaed a seignoiial interest before ibe 
fcwfriture, (md amongst whom, on the occasion of 
n4£f our unhappy faUiBr''s interest, with bis own, 
raised a conuderable body of men. But they 
are no longer willing to obey hia summons ; aod,- 
as (me apology among others they all^^ your 
atwence as their natural head and leader. This 
has increased his desire to obtain pogsesmon of 
your person, and, if he possibly can, to ii^uence- 
your mind, so as to obtain your authority to his 
proceedings." 

'< Tliat be shall never obtain," answo^d Dtr- 
■ie ; " my principles uid my prudence alike for- 
bid such a step, Beudes, it would be totally 
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unRTMUng to his purpose- Wbatever these 
people may pntetul, to evade your und^s im- 
portunities, tbey cannot, at this tine of day, 
think of Bul^ecting thrar necks again to the feu-. 
dal yok^ which was efiectually l»okai by the 
act of 1748, abolishing vassalage and boeditary 
juriBdic^ons." 

" Ay, but Uiat my uncle conuders aa the act 
(tf an ugur[nDg government,^ said lalias. 

" Like enough he may think so," answo^ 
her brother, " for he is a superior, and loses his 
authority by the enactment. But the question 
isj what the vassals will think of it, who have 
gained their freedom from feudal slavery,' and 
havenowenjoyedfreedomformanyyearsP HoW' 
ever, to cut the matter short, if five hundred men 
would rise at the wagg^g of my finger, that fin- 
ger shall not be raised in a cause which I dtsai>> 
jHove of, and upon that my uncle may reckon." 

" But you may temporize," stud Lilias, upon 
whom the idea of her uncle's displeasure made 
evidently a strong impresuon, — " you may tem- 
porise, and let the bubble burst of itself, as most 
(^ the g^itry in this country do ; for it is sii^!;a. 
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tar how few of them Teoture to oppose my uncle 
direct!}'. 1 entreat you to avtfttl direct coUinoQ 
with him. To hear you, the head of the House 
of Redgaunttet, declare against the family of 
Stuart, would ^ther break his heart, or drive 
him to some atit of despelration." 

" Yes, but, Lilias, you forget that the conse- 
queiKee of such an act of complaisance nught be, 
that the House of Redgauntlet and I might lose 
both our heads at one blow." 

" Alas r said she, " I had forgotten that dan- 
ger. I have i^wn familiar with perilous in- 
trigues, as the nurses in a pest-house are sud to 
become aeoustMoed to the mr around them, till 
they forget even that it is Dmsome." 

" And yet," «ud Darrie, " if I cmild free my- 
self frMS iam without coming to an opet^ nip* 
ture — Tell me, Lilta^ do you think it possible 
(bat he can have any immediate attempt in view P" 

*' To confess the truth," answered Liliaa, " I 
eannot doubt that he has. There has been an 
unusual bustle among the JacoUtes in this coun- 
try. They have hopes, as I told you, firom dr- 
cumstaoces unconnected with th«r own strength^ 
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JuBt bpfore you came to the coontrjr, my uncte's 
desire to find you out, became, if pos^ble, more 
eciger than ever— be talked of men to be present, 
ly brought together, and of your name and ia> 
fluence for riuaing tbem. At this very time, your 
firatviaitto Brokenburn took place. A suspicion 
arose in my nncle's mind, that you might be the 
youth he sought, and it was strengthened by pa- 
pers and letters whi^ the rascal Nixon did not 
hesitate to take from your pocket. Yet a mistake 
night have occasioned a fatal explo^n ; and my 
uncle therefore posted to Edinburgh to follow- 
out the elew he had obtained, and fished enough 
oS' inff»rmation from old Mr Fairford to make 
him certEun that you were the person he sought. 
Meanwhile, and at the expense of some personal 
And perhaps too bold exertion, I mdeavoured, 
through your fnend young F^rford, to put yoti 
on your guard* 

" Without BUccesB," said Daraie, blushing un- 
der his mask when he recollected bow he had mis- 
taken his Biater''s meatung. 

*' I do not wonder that my warning was fruit- 
less," said she ; " the thing was doomed to be. 
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Braidfis, your escape would have been difficult. 
You were dogged tbe whole liine you weie at 
the Shepherd's Busli and at Mount Sharon, by. 
a spy who scarcely e«er left you.** 

" The wretch, litt^ Benjie 1^ exclaimed Hai- 
uc. " I will wmg the monkey's nedc round, 
the first tune we meet." 

" It was he indeed who gave constant informa- 
ticm of your motions to Cristal Nixon," said 

" And Cristal Nixon, too— I owe him, too, a 
day's work in horve^," cud Uarsie ; " for I am- 
mistaken if he is not tbe person that atruck me 
down wben I was made piis«ier unc»ig the 
ricrtjers." 

** Like enough ; for he has ahead and band 
fwanynllainy. My uncle was very angry about 
it ; for though the riot was made to have an op- 
portunity of carrying you off in the confusion, 
as well as to put the fisbermeB at variance with 
the public law, it would have been bis last thought 
to have injured a hair of your head. But Nixon 
has insinuated himself into all my uncle's secrets, 
.and some of diese are so dark and dangerous^ 
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Uutt> though there are few duogs be would not 
dare, I doubt if he dare.qiiarrel with him,— And 
yet I know that of Cristal, would move mj uncle 
to pass his BWOTd through his body." 

" What is it, for Hearen's sake i" said Darne. 
" I have a pardcular desire for wishing to know."" 

'* The old, brutal desperadoe, whose face and 
nund are a libel upon human nature, has had the 
instJence to speak to his master's niece as cue 
whtan he was at liber^ to admire ; and when I 
turned on him with tlK anger and contempt he 
merited, the wretch grumbled out something, as 
if he held the destiny of our family in his hand." 

" I thank you, Lilias," sud Darne, eagerly^ 
— " I thank you with all my heart for this cc»n- 
mnnicaUon. I have blamed myself u a chris< 
tiaa man for the indescribable longing I felt from 
the first moment I saw that rascal, to send a bul- 
let tltfough his head ; and now you have perfect- 
ly accounted for and justified this very laudable 
yniAi. I wcmder my uncle, with the powerful 
sense you describe him to be possessed of, does 
not see through such a villain." 

" I believe be knows him to be capable of 
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much eri],^ Biuvered Liliaa — '* selfiih, obduraw, 
brutal, and a man-hater. But then be coDceiveB 
bim La possess the qualities moat requirate for a 
conspirator — undaunted courage, imperturbable 
coolness and address, and inviolable fidelity. la 
the last pardcular be may be mistaken. I have 
beard Mixoa blamed for the manner in which 
our poor father waa taken after CuIIoden." 

" Another reasm for my.innate averuon," said 
Darue; '* but I wQl be on my guard with him" 

" See, he obserres us closely," sud Lilias. 
" What a thing is ccmscience ! — He knows we 
are now speaking of bim, though he cannot have 
heard a word that we have sud." 

It seemed as if ahe had guessed truly ; for 
Cmtal Nixon at that moment rode up to then, 
and said, with an afieetatioQ i^ jocularity which 
sat very ill upon his sullen features, " Came, 
young ladies, you have bad time enough fm* your 
chat this morning, and your tongues, I think, 
must be tired. We are going to pass a village^ 
and I must beg you to separate— you. Miss Li- 
lias, to ride a little behind— 4nd you, Mr^ or 
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Miss, or Master, whichever jou choose to be 
called, to be jogging a little bit before." 

Lilias checked her horse without speaking, but 
not uudl she had g^ven her brother an expressive 
look, recammending caution ; to vhich he replied 
by a signal, indicating that he understood and 
would comply ^th her request 
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NARKATITE Of UASSIE LATIHEK, CONTINUED. 

Left to his Bolitary meditations, Darsie, (for 
we will still term Sir Arthur Darsie Bedgauntlet 
of that Ilk, by the uame to which the reader is 
hdiituated,) was surprised not only at the aJteni- 
uon of his own state and coaditioD, but at the 
equanimity with which he felt himself disposed 
to view all these vicisutudes. 

Hia fever-fit of lore had departed like a 
morning'B dream, and left nothing behind but a 
painful sense of shame, and a resolution to be 
more cautious ere he again indulged in such 
romantic visicnis. His station in society was 
changed from that of a wandering, unowned 
youth, in whom none appeared to take an inte- 
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rest, excepting the strangers by whom he hod 
been edaeated, to the heir of a noble house, pos- 
sessed of such influence and such property, that 
it seemed as if the progress or arrest of important 
political events were likely to depeod upon his 
resolutifHi. Even this sudden elevation, the more 
than fulfilment of those wishes which had haunt- 
ed him ever since be was able to form a wish on 
the subject, was contemplated by Darue, volatile 
88 bis dbpodtion was, Kithout more than a few 
dmlls of gratified vanity. 

It is true, there woe circumstances in bis pre- 
sent atuauon to counterbalance such high ad- 
vantages. To be a prisoner in the hands of a 
man so determined as his uncle, was no agreeable 
conuderatiou, wh^i be was meditadog how he 
might best dispute his pleasure, and refuse to 
join him in the perilous eDter|»ize which he 
seemed to meditate. Outlawed and deqierate 
himself, Daraie could not doubt that his uade 
was surrounded by men capable of anything— 
that he was restrained by no personal conadera- 
tion»— and therefore what degree of compulnoQ 
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he might apply to hb Ivother^ eon, or in. what 
meiiDer he might feel at liberty to puiuBh hw 
oontunucy, should he disavow the JacoMte cause, 
must depend endrety upon the limits of his own 
oxiadence ; and who was to answer fcnr the con- 
science of B heated enthusiast, who conuders ojv 
pontk>n to the party he has espoused, as treason 
to the welfare c£ his countiy p After a short tn- 
t^rvali Clistal Nixon was pleased to throw some 
lif^t upon the sutgect which agitated him. 

When that grim satellite rode up without ce- 
remony close to Darsle's ^de, the latter felt his 
Tery flesh creep with abhorrence, so httJe was he 
aUe to endure his presence, «nce the story of 
Lilias had added to his instinctive hatred of 
die man. His rcuce, too, sounded like that of a 
screech-owl, as be said, *' So, my young cock o( 
the north, you now know it all, and no doubt ate 
bles^ng your uncle for stirring you up to such 
an honourable action." 

" I will acquaint my uncle with my sentimenU 
on the subject, before I make them koown to any 
one else,'" said Darsie, scarcely |H%Tuliq^ on bv 
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tongue to utter eren these few wbrda in m dnl 



" Umph," murmured Cristal betwixt )ub teeth. 
** Close as wax, I see ; and perhsps not quite eo 
liable. — But take care, my pretty youth,^ he 
added, Ecomfully ; " Hugh Redgauntlet will 
prove a rough colt-breaker — he will nnther q>are 
whip-cord nor spur-rowel, I promise you." 

" I have already said, Mr Nixon," answered 
Darsie, " that I will cauvass Uiose matters of 
which my uster has informed me, with my uncle 
himself, and with no other person." 

" Nay, but a word of friendly advice would 
do you no harm, young master," replied Nixon: 
'* Old Redgauntlet is apter at a blow than a word 
— likely to bite before he barkfr«-the true man 
for giving Scarborough warning, first knock you 
down, then bid you stand.— So, methinks, a little 
kind warning as to consequences were not amiss, 
lest they come upon you unawares." 

" If the warning is really kind, Mr Nixon," 
sud the young man, " I will heat it thankfully ; 
and indeed, if othenris^ I must listeato it whe- 
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tberl wiUorno, uac« X have at present no cboiBe 
(^ fiompaaj or of conversation.* 
. " Nay, I have but Httle to say," eaid "Siioa, 
aSscting to give to his sullen and dogged manner 
the appearance of an honest Uuntneas ; " I am 
as little apt to throw away weeds as any one. 
But here is the question — ^Will you jtnn heart an^ 
hand with your uncle, or. no P" 
' *'Wkat if IshouidsayAyrsudDansUide. 
teraoined, if poaaUe, tOj conceal his resolution 
from this man. 

" Why, then," sud Nixon, somewhat surprised 
tt the readinera of his aaawer, " all will go smooth 
(^ course — ^you will tiake share in this noble un- 
dertaking, andj when it succeeds, you wiU ex- 
change your open helmet for an Earl's coronet 
perhaps." 

*• And how if itfiulsP^ saidDarsie. 

"Theieafterasit maybe — ^"sudNizon; *'tbey 
who play at bowls must meet with rubbers.** 

" WeU, but suppose, then, I have some fooL 
ifih tenderness &r my wind-ppe, and that, whn 
my uBcle proposes the adventureto m«, I should 
say No — how then, Mr Nixon ?" 
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.<* Why, thcD, I would hare you look to your- 
self, young master— There are sharp laws m 
Franceagainst refractory pui»ls — letlrea de cachet 
are caaly come by wh«i such men as we are ctuu 
cemed wkh interest themselTes in the matter." 

*' But we are not in France,^ sud poor Dor* 
m, through whixe blood ran a cold sluvenng at 
the idea of a French j»ison. 

" A fast-sailing lugger will soon bring you 
there though, snug stowed usder batches, like a 
cask of moonlight." 

" Bat the French are at peace with us," said 
Parsie, ** and would not dare-—" 

" Why, who would ever hear of you ?* interrupt 
ed Nixon; " do you toiagine they would call you 
up for judgment, and put the scaitence of im[ttl^ 
stmment in the Courier de TEurope, as they do 
at the Old Buley ? — No, nt^ young gentleman— 
the gates of the Basdle, and of Mont Sunt 
Michel, and the Castle of Vioceuies, move ott 
damned eaay hinges when lliey let folks in— not 
tluleast jar is heard. There are cool cells there 
fflt hot heads— ae. calm, and quiet, and dark, a* 
you could wish in Bedlan>— and the disBJMal 
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comes when the carpenter brings the prboner''s 
colfin, and not sooner." 

" Well, Mr Nixon,'" said Darsie, affecting a 
cheerfulness which he was far from feeling, 
" mine is a hard case — a sort of han^g cbince, 
you will allow— once I must either offend our 
own government here, and run the nek of my 
life for doing so, of be dotnned to the dungeons 
of another country, whose laws I have never of- 
fended, since I have never trod its soil — Tell me 
what you would do in my place." 

** I'll tell you that when I am there," eiud 
Nixon, and, checking his horse, fell back to the 
rear of the little party. 

It is evident, thought the young man, that the 
villain thinks me completely noosed, aad perhaps 
has the ineffable impudence to suppose that my 
nster must eventuolly succeed to the possessions 
which have occadoned my loss of freedom, and 
that his own influence over the desUnies.of our. 
unhappy family may secure him possesion. of' 
the horess ; but he EJiall perish by my hand first ! ■ 
^-I must now be on the alert to make my escape* 
if poanble, before I am forced, on ship-board — ,. 
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Blind Willie irill not, I think, desert me without 
an effort on my behalf, espedally if he has learn- 
ed that I am the son of hia late unhappy patron. 
— ^Wh^ a change is mine ! Whilst I possessed 
neither rank nor fortune, X lived safdy and un-' 
knoTn, under the protection of the kind and re- 
spectable friends whose hearts Heaven had mo- 
ved towards me — Now that I am the bead of on 
honourable house, and tliat enterprizes of the 
most daring character wiut my dedsion, and re- 
tainers and vassals seem ready to rise at my 
beck, my safety consists chiefly in the attach- 
ment of a blind stroller ! 

While he was revolving these things in his 
mind, tmd preparing himself for the interview 
with his lude, which oould not but be a sbNrmy 
one, be saw Hugh Redgauntlet come riding 
slowly back to meet them, without any att«id- 
ants. Cristal Nixon rode up as he approach- 
ed, and, as they met, fixed on him a look of in- 
quiry. 

" The fod, Crackenthorpe," sud RedgaunU 
let, ** has let strangers into his house. Some of 
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hk nnu^lmg comrades, I believe ; we must ride 
slowly to give him time to send them packing." . 

" IHd you see any of your frieodsP" said 
CriBtal. 

*' Three, and have letters from many more. 
They are unaiumous on the subject you wot of 
—and the point must be conceded to them, or, 
far as the matter has gcme, it will go no fiur- 
ther." 

" You will hardly Imog the Father to stoop 
to his flock," said Cristal, with a eneer. 

** He must, and shall !** answered Bedgaunt- 
let, briefly. " Go to the front. Crista! — I would 
speak with my nephew.^I trust. Sir Arthur Bed- 
gaiintlet, you are satisfied with the manner in 
which I have discharged my du^ to your usterP" 

" There can be do fault found to her manners 
w sentiments," answered Darrie ; '' I am happy 
in knowing a relative so amiable." 

*< I am glad of it," answered Mr RedgauntleL 
** I am no nice judge of women's ctualiflcations, 
and my life has ^xea dedicated to one great obr 
ject ; so that ttnoa she left France she has had 
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but little opportunity of improrement. I hsVe 
subjected ber, however, as little as possible to the 
iQconveniencIes and privations of iny wandering 
and dangerous life. From time to time she has 
tefflded for weeks aad months with families of 
honour and respectability, and X am glad that 
she has, in your opimbn^ the manoers and beha- 
viour which become her birth.'' 

Darsie e^cpressed himself perfectly satisfied, 
and there was a little pause^ which Redgauntlet 
broke by solemnly addressiog his nephew. 

" For you, my nephew, I also hoped to have 
done much. The weakness and timidity of yoitr 
mother sequestered you from ray care, or it 
would have been my pride and happiness to have 
trained up the ion of my unhappy brother in 
those paths of honour in which our ancestors 
have always trod." 

Now comes the storm, thought Dome to lum- 
self, aud began to collect his thoughts, as the 
cautions inaster of a vessel furls his sdls, and 
makes his ship snug, when he discerns the ap- 
pioadiing squall. 

" My mother's conduct, in respect to ne, 
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ntij^t be -miqudged," he said, '* but it was 
founded on the most anxious affection." 

" Assuredly," said his uncle, " and I have 
no wish to reflect on her memory, though her 
mistrust has done so much injury* I will not say 
to me, but to the cause of my unhappy country. 
Her scheme was, I thinly to have made you that 
wretched petdfog^g thing, which they still con- 
tinue to call in derision by the once respectable 
luune of a Scottish Advocate ; one of those mon- 
grel things, tiiat must creep to learn the ulti- 
mate decanonof his causes to the bar of a foreign 
Court* instead of pleading before tlie independ- 
ent and august Parliament of lus own native 
kingdom." 

** I did prosecute the study of law for a year or 
,twO(" Eud Dande, " hut I found I had nather 
taste nor talents for the science." 

" And left it with scorn, doubtless—" said Mr 
BedgaunUet. ." Well* I now hold up to your 
my deuest nephew, a more worthy object of am- 
Intion, Look eastward-i-do you see a monu- 
ment standing on yonder plain, near a ham- 
let.'" 
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Dar^ replied that he did. 

" The hamlet is called Burgh-upon-SaodB, 
and yonder moDument is erected to the memory 
of the tyrant Edward I. Thejusthandof Frovi- 
dence overtook him on that spot, as he was 
leading his bands to complete the subjugation of 
Scotland, whose civil dissensions began under 
bis accursed policy. The glorious career of 
Bruce might have been stopped in its outset ; 
the fidd of Bonnockbum might have nnuuned a 
bloodless turf, if God hod not removed, in the 
very crius, the crafty and bold tyrant who had 
BO long been Scotland's scourge. Edward's 
grave is the cradle of our nadonal freedom. It 
is within dght of that great landmark of our 
liberty that I have to propose to you an un- 
dertaking, second in honour and importance to 
none since the immortal Bruce stabbed the Red 
Comyn, and grasped, with his yet bloody hand, 
- the independent crown of Scotland.'' 

He paused for an answer ; hut Darsie, ov^- 
awed by the energy of his manner, and unwilling 
to commit himself by a hasty explanation, r&. 
mained ulent 
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*' I wiU not siippme," said Hugh RedgaunU 
let, after a pau§e, " that yoti tare either so dall 
BB Dot to comprehend the impcri't of my Vord»— 
or Eo dastardly as to be distnayed by my propo- 
Bfll — or EO utterly degenerate from the blood uul 
sentitueBts of your anceston, as not to feel my 
bummoDs as the horse hears the war- trumpet." 

" I will not pretend to liiisuaderBtand you, 
nr," said Barsie ; " but an enterprixe directed 
agfunst a dynasty now established for three reigns 
requires strong arguments, both in point of jii»- 
tice and of expediency, to recommend it to nen 
c^ consuence and prudence." 

" I will not," BEud Bedgautttletj while his eyes 
^wtkled with anger, — " I will not hear you speak 
a word agiunst the justice of that enterprise, for 
which youi oppressed country calls with the voice 
of a parent, entiea^g her childr^i for aid — or 
agidost that noble revenge which your father^s 
blood demands from his dishonoured grave. His 
skuUis yet standing over the Bikargate, and even 
its Ueak and mouldered jaws command yoM to 
be a man. I ask you, in the name of 6od, and 
of your country, will you draw your SWord> and 
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go with me to Carlisle, were it but to lay your 
father's head, now the perch of the obscone owl 
and carrion craw, and the scoff of every ribiJd 
down, in consecrated earth, as befiu his long 
ancestry j" 

Darue, unprepared to answer an appeal urg«d 
with so much pas^on, and not doubting a dii«et 
refusal would oast him Ins libo^ or life, wos- 
ogain silent. 

** I see>" said his und^ in a more composed 
tone, *' that it is not d^ksency of spirit, but the 
grovelling habits of a confined education, among 
the poor-Bpirited class you were condemned to 
herd with, that keeps you silent You scarce 
yet believe yourself a Bedgauntlet ; your pulse 
has not yet learned the genuine throb that an* 
Bwen to the summons of hoooar and of patriot- 
ism." 

*< I trust," replied Darne, at last, " diat I 
flbidl never be found iodiffarent to the call of d- 
ther ; but to answer than with effect-^evsn were 
I ihivinecd that they now sounded in my aar«- 
I must see some reasonable hope of sncoeas in 
the de^wrate enterpriae in which you wovld in- 
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vo\ve me. I look around me and I see a Bettled 
govemment — an established authority — a bora 
Briton on the thione — the veiy Highland moun. 
tdineers, upon whom alone the trust of the exiled 
family reposed, assemUed into regiments, which 
act under the orders of the existing dynasty. 
France has been utterly dismayed by the tre- 
mendous lessons of the last war, and will liard- 
ly provoke another. All without and within the 
kingdom is adverse to encountering a hopeless 
struggle, and you alone, sir, seem willing to un- 
dertake a desperate enterprise." 

" And would undertake it were it ten times 
more desperate ; and have ag^tfited it when ten 
times the obstacles were interposed, — Have I for- 
got my brother's blood P — Cui I— dare I even 
now repeat the Pater Noster, aince my enemies 
and the murtherers remain unfoFj^ven P— Is there 
an art I have not practised — a privation to which 
I have not submitted, to bring on the crisis which 
I now behold arrived P — Have I not heea a vowed 
and a devoted man, foregoing every comfolVor 
sodal life, renouncing even the ezerdse of devo- 
tion, unless when I might name in prayer my 
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prince and country, Bubmittiiig to evoythmg 
to make converts to this noble cause P — ^Have I 
done all this, and shall I now stop short P" — Dar- 
rae was about to interrupt him, but he pressed 
bu hand affectionately upon his shoulder, and 
enjoining, or rather imploring alence, — " Peace," 
be said, " bdr of my ancestors' fame—heir of all 
my hc^s and wishes— -Peace, son of my slaugL- 
tered brother! I have sought for thee, and 
mourned for thee, as a mother for an only child. 
Do not let me again lose you in the moment 
when you are restored to my hopes. Believe 
me, I distrust so much my own impatient tem- 
per, that I entreat you, as the dearest boon, do 
nought to awaken it at this crisis." 

Darsie was not sorry to reply, that his reve- 
rence for the person of his relation would induce 
him to listen to all which be bad to apprize him 
of, before he formed any definite resolution upcn 
the weighty subjects of deliberation which he 
proposed to him. 

^Deliberation i" repeated Redgauntlet, impa- 
tiently ; " and yet it is not ill said — I wish' there. 
had been more warmth in thy reply, Arthur ; but 
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I nnut recollect were m eaj^e bred in a fskon^ 
mew, and hooded like a reclaimed bawk, be could 
not at first gsxe steadily on the uw. Listen to 
me, my dearest Arthur. The state of this n^ioa 
no mare implies prosperity, than the florid oiJoar 
of a £eva«d patient is a symptom of hcaltb. All- 
is false IB^ hQllow-—tbe ^parent success of 
Cluitltam''B admimBtratiov has plunged the o«ud. 
tvy defter in debt than sU the barren acres of 
Caaada are worUi, were they as fertile as Yock- 
dair^-'^ dazzling lustie of the vidoiiet of Mi»- 
den aad Quebec have been dimmed bgr the dift. 
grace ctf the hasty peace— by the war, Engtand, 
at ianease expmce, guned ncAhing but hooowt 
and that she has gratiutously reagaed. Many 
eyes, formerly cold and indi&re&t, are new look- 
mg towards the line of our ancient and rightfiit 
monarchs, as the only refuge in the approaclui^ 
stom—Uie rich' are alarmed — the nobles ate dig. 
gusted*— the populace are inflamed — and a band 
of patriots, whose measures are more safe that 
their numbers are few, have resolved to st^p 
King Charles's standard.^ 
** Bat die military,* said Dame—" how caa 



dbt Google 



MABKAIIVa, CEUU>. TJ. 1T< 

you, with ■ body of luursaed and diwRderly hh 
flUf geplf, propoBe to engcMintei a regular army ? 
The Highlaoders are now totally diBanned." 

"In a great measure, perbapB,'*aoswered Bed- 
gauntlet ; *' bat the policy which niBed the High- 
land regimoits has provided for that. We have 
ahready friends in these corps i nor can we doubt 
for a moment what their conduct will be, when the 
white cockade ia once more mounted. The lett 
of the staoding army has been greatly reduced 
sioce the peaoe ; and we reclcoa confidently on our 
standard being jwwd by thousAadB. of the. dis- 
banded troc^'' 

" Alas r said Darne, *' and is it ufon sidb 
vague hopes as these, the inconstant bumour of 
a crowd, w t>f a disbanded soldiery, that miea of 
h^Hwnr are invited to risk their fomiliea, their 
property, their UTe P 

*' Mea of honour, boy,^ said Redgauntlet, his 
eyes gkocing with ini{>atienoe, '* set li^ pro- 
perty, fiunily, and all at stake, when that honour 
comijuods it 1 We are not now weaker than when 
seven men, landing in the wilds of Modart^ shook 
the throne of the usuvper till U toOcRed— won 
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two j^tched fields, besides oTerruoniDg ooe king- 
dom and the half of another, and, but for trea- 
chery, would have achieved what tb^ venturous 
successors are now to attempt in th^ turn." 

" And will such an attempt be made in senous 
earnest i" said Darsie. *' Excuse me, my unde, 
if I can scarce believe a fact so extraordinaiy. 
Will there really be found men of rank and con- 
sequence sufficient to renew the adventure of 
17*5?" 

" I will not ^ve you my confidence by halves. 
Sir Arthur," replied his uncle — " Look at that 
scroll — what say you to these names P— Are they 
not the flower of the Western shires— of Walea 
— of Scotland ?" 

** The paper contains indeed the names of 
many that are great and noble," replied Darsie, 
after perusing it ; " but — 7—" 

*' But what P" asked his uncle impatiently ; 
*' do you doubt the aUlity of these nobles and 
gentlemen to funush the aid in men and m^ney 
at wbit^ they are rated ?" 

" Not thor -ability certainly,^' sud Darsie, 
'< for of that I am no competent judge ; — but I 
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aee in this scroll thie name of Sir Artbur Dwsie 
Bedgauntlet of that Ilk, rated at an buadred 
men and upwards— T certainly am ignorant how 
he. is to redeem that pledge." 

" Z will be reqxmsible for- the men,^ replied 
Hugh Bedgauntlet. 

** But, my dear uncle^" added Darsie, '* I 
hope, for your sake, that the other indtTiduats, 
whose names are here written, faave had more 
acquaintance with your plan than I have been 
indulged with." 

« For thee and thine I can be myself respon. 
^ble,^ said Redgauntlet ; " for if thou hast not 
the courage to head the totce of thy house, the 
leading shall paas to other hands, and thy inheri- 
tance shall depart from thee, like vigour and ver- 
dure from a rotten branch. For these honour- 
able persons, a slight condition there is which 
they ann^ to their friendship— something ;o tri- 
fling that it is scarce worthy of mention. This 
boon granted to them by him who is most inte- 
rested, there is no question they will take the 
field in the manner there slated." 
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' Again Saroepera8edthepaper,aiidfelt'biin- 
self still less inclioed to believe that so'many'mea 
of family and fortune were likely to embark in 
an eaterprize so fatal. It seemed as if some rash 
plotter had put down at a venture the names of 
all whom common report tainted with Jacobit- 
ism, or if it was really the act of the individuals 
named, he suspected they must be aware of some 
mode of excuang themselves from compliance 
with its purport It was impossible, he thought, 
that Englishmen, of large fortune, who had 
fiuled to join Charles when he broke into Eng. 
land at the head of a victorious army, should 
have the least thoughts of encouraging a descent 
when drcumstances were so much less propitious. 
He therefore concluded the enterprlze would fall 
to pieces of itself, and that his best way was, in 
the meantime, to remain silent, unless the ac- 
tual approach of a cri^, (which might, however, 
never arrive,) should compel him to give a down- 
right refusal to his uncle's proportion ; and if, 
in the interim, some door for escape should be 
opened, be resolved within himself not to omit 
availing himself of it 
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Hugh Redgauntlet watched hia nephew's looks 
for Some time, and then, asifarrivibgfromsome 
other process of reasoning at the same conclusion, 
hesmd, "I have told you, Sir Arthur, that I do 
not urge your immediate accession to my pro^x)- 
sal ; indeed the consequences of a refusal would 
be so dreadful to yourself, so destructive to all the 
hopes which I hare nursed, that I would not risk, 
by a moment's impatience, the hopes of my whole 
life.' Yes,Artfaur,Ihavebeenaself-denyingher- 
mit at one time — at another, the apparent associate 
of outlaws and desperadoes— at another, the sub- 
ordinate agent of men whom X felt every way my 
inferiors — not for any selfish purpose of my own, 
no, not even to win for myself the renown of 
being the principal ' instrument in restoring my 
King and fre^ng my country. My first wish on 
earth is for that restoration and that freedom — 
my next, that my nephew, the representative of 
my house, and of the brother of my love, may 
have the advantage and the credit of all my ef- 
forts in' the good cause. But," he added, dart- 
ing on Dar^c one of his withering frowns, " if 
Scotland and my father's House cannot stand and 
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flourish together, theo perish the rery name of 
Redgauntlet I perish the son of mj broths, with 
erery recollection of the glories of my family, of 
the afiecUons of my youth, rather than my ooun- 
try's cause should be injured in the Uthing of a 
hartey-com 1 The spirit of Sir Alberic is alive 
within me at tbu moment," he continued, draw, 
ing up his stately farm and utting erect in his 
saddle, while he pressed his finger against his 
forehead; "and ifyou yourself crossed my path 
in oppontion, I swear, by the mark that darkens 
my brow, that a new deed should be done — a 
new doom should be deserved." 

He was »lent, and his threats were uttered 
in a tone of voice so deeply resolute, that Dar* 
sie's heart sunk within him, when he reflected on 
the storm of pas»on which be must enoounta, if 
he declined to join his uncle in a project to wfaieh 
prudence and prindple made him equallyadverse. 
He had scarce any hope left but in temporizing 
until he could make his escape, and resolved to 
avail himself for that purpose of the delay whi(^ 
his uncle seemed not unwilling to grant. The 
stem, gloomy look of his companion became re- 
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laxed by degrees, and presently aftervards he 
made a mga to Miss Redgauntlet to jean the 
party, and began a forced conversation on ordU 
naiy topica; in the course of which, Dar^e ob- 
served that his dster seemed to speak under the 
most cautious restraint, wdghing every word be- 
fore the uttered it, and always permitting her 
uncle to give the tone to the conversation, though 
of the most trifling kind. This seemed to him 
(such an opinion had he already entertiuQed of his . 
uster's good sense and firmness,) the strongest 
proof he had yet received of bis uncle's peremp- 
tory character, since he saw it observed with so 
much deference by a young person, whose sex - 
might have given her privileges, and who seerd^ 
ed by no means defiaent either in spirit or firm- 
oess. 
' The little cavalcade was now approaching the 
house of Father Crackenthorpe, situated, as the 
reader knows, by the side of the Solway, and not 
distant from a rude pier, near which lay several 
fishing-bbats, wUch frequently acted in a dif- 
ferent capacity. The house of the worthy pub- 
lican was also adapted to the various occupa- 
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Uons which he carried on, bebg a lat^ ficrani-.' 
bling assemblage of cottages attached to a house 
of two stories, roofed with flags of sandstone-— 
thp original mandon, to which the eztendon of 
Master Crackeathorpe*B trade had occasioned hb 
making many additioas. Instead of the single 
long watering trough, which always disdnguiahes 
the front of the English public house of the 
second class, there were three cosVenienciea of 
that kind, for the use, as the landlord used to 
say, of the troop-horses, when the soldiers came 
to search his house ; while a knowing leer and a 
nod let you understand what spedes of troops. 
he was thinking of. A huge ash-tree before the 
door, whidt had reared itself to great aze and 
height, in spite of-the blasts, from the neighbour- 
ing Solway,overshadowed,as usual, the ale-bench, 
as' our ancestors called it, where, though it was - 
still early in the day, severed fdlows, who seem- 
ed to be gentlemen^s servants, were driidcing 
beer and smoking. One or two of them wcnre 
Uveries, which seemed known to Mr Redgaunt^ 
Jet, fot he muttered between his teeth, " Fools, 
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fooU I were they on a march to hell, they must 
bare thai rascals in livery with them, that the 
whole, world might know who were going to bd 
damned." 

. As he thus muttered, be drew bridle before 
the door of the place, from which several other 
loung^g guests began to issue, to look with in- 
dolent curiosity, as usual, upon an arrival. 

RedgauntJet sprung tram his horse, and as- 
usted his niece to dismount ; but, forgetting, per- 
haps, his nephew^B disguise, he did not pay him 
the attention which his female dress demanded, 
. The situation of Darsie was indeed something 
awkward ; for Cristal Nixon, out of caution per- 
haps to prevent escape, had muffled the extreme 
folds of the riding-skirt with which he was oc 
coutred, around his ankles and under his feet, 
and there secured it with large corking.fMna. 
We presume that gendemcn-cavaliers may some. 
times cast their eyes to that part of the person 
of the fur equestrians whom they chance occa- 
sionally to escort ; and if they will concave thrir. 
own feet, like Darsie's, muffled in such a laby- 
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md) of folds and amplitude of robe, as modeaty 
doubtless induce* the fair creatures to ossuom 
upon such occaeoQB, they will allow tfast, on a 
first attempt, they might find some awkwardness 
in dismouDting. Darsie, at least, was in such 4 
predicament, for, not receiving adroit nssJsIance 
from the attendant of Mr Hed^untlet, he stum, 
bled as he dismounted from the horse, and might 
have had a bad fall, had it not been broken by 
die gallant interpomtion of a gentleman, who pro- 
bably was, (HI his part, a little surprised at the so- 
lid w^ght of the distressed fair one whom he had 
the honour to receive in his embrace. But what 
was his surprise to that of Darsie, when the hurry 
(^ the moment, and of the accident, permitted 
him to see that it was his friend Alan Fwrford 
in whose arms he found himself ! A thousand 
apprehen^oQs rushed on him, mii^led with the 
full career of hope and joy, inspired by the un- 
expected appearance of his beloved friend at the 
very crius, it seemed, of his fate. 

He was about to whisper in his ear, caution- 
ing turn at the same time to be silent ; yet he be^ 
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Bitated for a secood or two to effect bia purpose, 
nnce, ^ould Redgauntlet take the alarm from 
any sudden exclamation on the part of Alan, 
tbere was no saying What consequences inight 
ensue. 

lire he could dedde what vas to be done, 
Redgauntlet, «ho had entered the house, return- 
ed ha^ J, followed by Ciistal Nixon. ** I'll re- 
lease you of the charge of this young lady, sir,^ 
said he, haughtily, to Alan F^rford, whom he 
probably did not recognize. 

*• I had no deure to intrude, sir," replied 
Alan ; " the lady's situation seemed to require 
asnstance— ^nd— but have I not the honour to 
speak to Mr Henies of Birrenswork ?" 

" You are mistaken, sir," said Redgauntlet, 
turning short off, and making a sign with bis 
hand to Crittal, who hurried Dar^ic, however un< 
willingly, into the house, whiEpering in his eiu^ 
'* Come, miss, let us have no making of acquaint- 
ance from the windows. Ladies of fashbn must 
be private. — Shew us a room. Father Cracken- 
thorpe," 

So saying, he conducted Darue into the House, 
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interpoung at the same time hb peraon. betwixt 
the Bupposed. j'oung lady and the stranger of 
whom he was suspidous, so as to make.commu- 
nication by signs impDsable4. As they.entered, 
they heard the sound of a fiddle in the stone- 
moored and well-sanded kitchen,, through which 
they were about to follow their corpulent host, 
and where Eeveial people seemed engaged in dan- 
dng to its strtuns. 

"D — n tbee,'" said Nixon to Crackenthorp^ 
" would you have the lady go through all the 
mob of the panshF — ^Hast thou no more private 
way to our sitting Toom.P" 
. " None that is fit for my travelling," answered 
the landlord, laying his hand on bis portly sto- 
mach. " I am not Tom Turnpenny, to creep 
hke a lizard through key-holes.** 

So Baying, he kept moving on through the re- 
vellers in the kitchen ; and Nixon, holding Dor- - 
ae by his arm, as if to offer the lady support, 
but in all probability to frustrate any effort. at 
escape, moved through the crowd, which present- 
ed a very motley appearance, consisting of do^ 
mestic servants, country fellows, seamen, and 
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other idlers, whom Wandering Willie vta rega^ 
lisg; with bis music 

To pass aobther friend irithout intimation of 
his presence would hare been actual pudlla- 
nimity ; and ju&t when ihey were passing the 
blind man's elevated seat, Darsie asked him, 
with some emphasis, whether he could not play 
a Scottish ajr F— The inan's face had been the in- 
stant before devoid of all sort of expression, goiDg 
through his performance like a clown through a 
beautiful country, too much accustomed to con- 
miet it as a task, to take any interest in the per. 
formance, and, in fact, scarce seemiag to hear the 
noise that he was creating. In a word, he might 
at the umc'have made a companion to my friend 
Wilkie*s inimitable blind crowder. But with 
Wandering Willie this was otily an occauona], 
and a rare fit of dulnesB, such as ill at times 
creep over all the professors of the fine arts, ari- 
sing either from fatigue, or contempt of his 
present audience, or that caprice which so often 
tempts painters and musicians, and great actors, 
in the phrase of the latter, to waSe through their 
part, instead of exerting iliemselves with the en- 
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ergy whicb acquired thar fiune. But when the 
performer heard the voice of Darsie, his coun- 
tenance became at once illuminated, and ehewed 
the complete mistake of those who Buppoee that 
the prindpal point of expression depends upon 
the eyesi With his face turned to the point from 
which the sound came,liis upper lip alittle curved, 
and quivering with agitation, and with a colour 
which surprise and pleasure had brought at once 
into his faded cheek, he exchanged the humdrum 
hornpipe which he had been sawing out with re- 
luctant and lazy bow, for the fine Scotch air, 

** You're velcome, Cbailie Stuart," 

which flew from his strings as if by inspiration, 
and after a breathless pause of admiration among 
the audience, was received with a clamour of ap- 
plause, which seemed to shew that the name, as 
well as execuuon of the tune, was in the highest 
degree acceptable to all the party assembled. 

In the meantime, Cristal Nixon, still keep- 
ing hold of Darsie, and following the landlord, 
forced his way with some difficulty through the 
crowded kitchen, and entered a small apartment 
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on the Other side of it^ where they found Lilias 
Redgavintlet already seated. Here Nixon gave 
vay to hia suppressed tesentDient, and turning 
sternly on Crackenthorpe, threatened him with 
his master'*! severest displeasure, because things 
were ia such bad order to remve his family, 
when he had ^ven suab special advice that he 
denred to be private. But Father Crackenthorpe 
was not a man to be brow-beaten. 

" Why, brother Nixon, thou art angry this 
morning," he replied ; "hast risen from thywrong 
side, I think. You know, as well as I, that most 
of this mob is of the Squire's own makingw.-geni- 
tlcmen that come with their servants, and so forth, 
to meet him in the way of bosaness, as old Tom 
Turnpenny says — the very last that come was sent 
down with Dick Gardener from Fairladies." 

" But the blind scraping scoundrel yonder," 
sud Nixon, '* how dared you take such a rascal 
as that across your threshold at such a time as 
this ? — If the Squire should dream you have a 
thought of peaching — I am only speaking for 
your good. Father Crackenthorpe." 
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" Wky, lookye, brother Nixon," GaidCrack- 
entborpe, turning his quid with great composure^ 
" the Squire b a very worthy gentleman, and I'H 
never deny it; but I am neither his servant nor 
his tenant, and so he need send me none of his 
ordns till he hears I have put on his livery. As 
for turning away folks from my door, I might as 
well plug, up the ale<tap, and pull down the tiga 
— 4tnd as for peaching, and such like, the Squire 
will find the folks here are as honest to the full 
as those he brings with him." 

*' How, you impudent lump of tallow,*" said 
Nixon, " what do you mean by that ?" 

" Nothing," said Crackenthorpe, *' but that X 
can tour out as well as another— you understand 
me — keep good lights in my upper story — know 
a thing or two more than most folks in this coun- 
try. If folks will come to my house oa danger- 
ous errands, egad they shall not find Joe Crack- 
enthorpe a cat's-paw — ^Fll keep myself dear, you 
may depend on it, and let every man answer 
for his own actions— that's my way.— Anything 
wanted, Master Nixon ?" 
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" No— ^yes — b^jone !" said Nixon, who seem- 
ed embarrassed with the landlord's contumacy, 
yet desirous to conceal the effect it produced on 
him. 

The door was no sooner closed on Cracken- 
thorpe, than Miss Kedgauntletjiiddres^g Nixon, 
commanded him to leave the room, and go to his 
proper place. 

" How, madam P" said the fellow, sullenly, 
yet with ah (ur of respect. '' Would you have 
your uncle pistol me for disobeying his orders?" 
" He may perhaps pistol you for some other 
reason, if you do not obey mine," said Liliaa, 
composedly^ 

'* You abuse your advantage over me, ma- 
dam — I really dare not go — I am on guard over 
this other Miss here ; and if I should desert my 
post, my life were not worth five minutes' pur- 
chase." 

" Then know your post, mr," said Lilias, " and 
watch on the outside of the door. You have no 
conunis^on to listen to our private conversation, I 
suppose. Begone, sir, without farther spee<^ or 
remonstrance, or I will tell my uncle that wliich 
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yon would have reason to repent be afaould 
know." 

The fellow looked at her with a drngitlar ex- 
pression of spite, mixed with defereDce. " You 
abuse your adrantages, madam," he sud, " and 
act as fooHsbly in dmng so as I did in affinrding 
you such a hank over me. Butyouareatyrant; 
and tyrants have commonly short r^gns." 

So saying, he left the apartment. 

** The wretch's unparalleled insolence," said 
Lilias to her brother, " has given me one great 
advantage over him. For, knowing that my 
uncle would shoot him with as little remorse as 
a woodcock, if he but guessed at his t^azeo- 
faced assurance towards me, he dares not since 
that time assume, so far as I am concerned, the 
air of insolent domination which the possessian 
of my uncle's secrets, and the knowledge of his 
most secret plans, have led him to exert to others 
of his family." 

** In the meantime," siud Darsie, '* I am 
happy to see that the landlord of the house does 
not seem so devoted to him as I apprehended; 
and this luds the hope of escape which I am nou. 

IS 
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rishiiig for you and for mysdf. O, Litiu ! die 
truest of fiiends, Alan Fwrford^ is in pursuit of 
me, and is here at tbis moment Anothw hum- 
ble, but, I thmk, faithful fnend, is also vithin 
these dangnous valls." 

Lilias hud her finger on her lipa, and punted 
to the door. Dttnde took the hint, lowered his 
viHce, and informed her in wlnspers of the aniTal 
of Fiurford, and that be beHeved he had opened 
a communication with Wandering Willie. She 
listened with the utmost interest, and had just 
begun to reply, when a loud acaae was heard in 
the kitchen, caused by several contending voices, 
amongst which Darsie thought he could distin- 
guish that of Alan Fairford. 

Forgetting how little his own oonditioa per- 
mitted him to become the asnstant of ancdher, 
Darsie flew to the door of the room, and find- 
ing it locked and bolted on the outride, rushed 
against it vndi all his force, and made the moat 
deq>erate effi>rts to burst it open, notwithstand- 
ing the entreaties of his nster that he would 
compoae himself, and recollect the conditioA in 

•VOL. III. M 
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which be was placed. But the door, framed to 
withstand attacksfrom excisemen, constables, and 
other personages, considered as worthy to use 
what aie called the King's keys, " and therewith 
to make lock-fast places open and patent,*" set his 
efforts at defiance. Meantime the noise continued 
without, and we are to give an .account .of its 
origin in.our next chapter. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

MARBATIVE OF DAA9IE LATIMEK, CONTINDIES. ' 

Job Cracxenthorpe's pubUc-house had ae- 
ver, since it first reared its chimneys on the banlut 
df the Solway, been frequented by such a miscel- 
laneous groupe of visitors as had that morning' 
become its guests. Several of them were persons 
whose quality seemed much superior to their 
dresBesand modes of travelling. The servants who 
attended them contradicted the inferences to be 
drawn from the garb of their masters, and, atv 
cording to the custom of the knights of the rfuti-' 
bow, gave many bints that they were not peopla 
to serve any but men of 6rst'rate cousequeooe^ 
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These geDtlonen, who had come thither chiefly 
for the purpose of meeuag with Mr Redgauat- 
let, seemed moody and anxious, conversed and 
walked together, apparently ia deep converaatioii, 
and avoided any communication with the chance 
travellers whom accident brought that morning 
to the same place of resort. 

As if Fate had Wt bfrtelf to oonfbund the plana 
of the Jacobite conspirators, the number of tra- 
vcilna wBi unuaually affluent vnd misocUawom, 
and filled the public tap-room of the inn, where 
tbspiditicalgueatsbsdakndy Qcaqiied ax»tof 
the pcivale ^nrtmeotB. 

AnoBgtt others hooest Joshua Geddea bad 
Viivcd, tivrallln^, as he sud, in the sorrow of 
the nul» and mouning for the fid* of SBrsie 
Xittimec as be would for his first-born child. 
He had skiited the whole ooftst of the 3ol*ay» 
beudes siakiiig various trips into the interior, 
not sbuDoing, on such occaatuis, to expose fahB- 
■^ to tbe Lau^ «f the scemer, nay, even to se- 
aouB persoiial risk, by frequentii^ the haunts of 
sin<ifll8kr*rlioi'>^jocl(eys»and other im^^ikr per- 
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woa, who looked tm his iomnion -with jcrIous eycb, 
and were apt to conuder him as an exciseuatm m 
the di^uiae of a Qoako'. All thia lainur and 
perii, howcrer, had been undetgone in vaia. No 
reseamh he could make obtained the least iateUi. 
geneC of Latimer, so that he bt^;Rn to Star the 
poor lad had been spirited abroad ; hr the prat- 
tioe of kidnapfiiog was dien not oafrequeAt, «•• 
pemlly on the western oiusta of BritBiil, if in- 
deed he had escaped a briefer and more bhxMljr 
ftte. 

With • heavy heart, he ddivered hn bone, 
even Sokimon, into the buidBof the holdel% and 
walking into the idtw demanded flNnti die land* 
loi^ breaUast abd a private roOA. Qlukent had 
suoh hosts as old Fatbel: GrBek«nthorpe, atb a* 
oengenial apii^ ; the iMbit looked oakev <iv6r 
his dioiddcTi and lepUed, *' If jau Irbuld have 
breakfast hen, friend, you toe Ufte to eat it irfiere 
other folks eat dieirB." 

" And whtrcfbre can I not,^ said the QrtBket', 
'* have an apartneat to myw]^ fttr my aeney P" 

*' Because, Master JonUbKi, you iMat w«h 
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till your betters be serred, or else eai witti your 
equals."* 

Joshua Geddes argued the point no farther, 
but sitting quietly dovn on the seat whicli 
Crackenthorpe indicated to him, and calling for 
a pint of ale, with some bread, butter, and Dutch 
cheese, began to satisfy the appetite which tlve 
morning air hod rendered unusually aieii. 

While the honest Quaker was thus employed', 
another stranger entered the apartment, and sat 
down near to the table on vhich his victuals 
were placed. He looked repeatedly at Joshua, 
licked his parched and chopped lips as he saw 
the good Quaker masdcatehis bread and cheese, 
and eUtked up his thin chops when Mr Geddes 
applied the tankard to his mouth, as if the dis- 
charge of these bodily functions by another had 
awakened his sympathies in an uncontrollable de^ 
gree. At last, being apparently unable to With- 
stand his loD^ngs, he asked, in a faultering tone^ 
die huge landlord, who was tramping through 
the room in all corpulent impatience, " whether 
he could have a pkck-pie P" 
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•« Never heard of such a thing, master,** laid 
the landlord, and was about to trudge onvard; 
when the gnest, detaining him, Baid,'ia a strong 
Scottish tone, " Ye will maybe have nae whey 
then, nor butter-milk, nor ye couldna exhibit a 
souter's clod ?" 

" Caift teU what ye are talking about, master,** 
■aid Crackenthorpe. 

*' Then ye will have no breakfast that wHt 
come within the compass of a shilling Scots f" 

" Which is a penny sterhng," answered Cracks 
enthorpe, with a sneer. " Why no, Sawney, I 
can't say as we have— we can't afford it ; but 
you shall have a bellyful for love, as we say in 
the bull-ring." 

*' I shall never refuse a fair offer," said thtf 
poverty-stricken guest ; " and I will say that for 
the English, if they were de'tls, that they are a 
ceeveleesed people to gentlemen that are under a 
cloud." 

*' Gentlemen f — humph f" said Crackenthorpe 
— ** not a Uue-cap among them but halts upon 
that foot." Then seizing on a di^ which still 
contained a huge contle of what had been once a 
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princely mutUm put;, be placed it on the table 
before the atranger, Myiog* " Therei master 
gentlanan ; there ia wh^ is worth all the black 
piea, aa you call tbeai, that ime ever made at 
sheep's head," 

" Sheep's bead is a gude thing for a' that," re- 
plied the guest ; but not being qxJcen so loud as 
to o^nd his hospitable entertainer, the inteijec- 
tioD might pass for a private protest against the 
scandal thrown out against the standing didi of 
Caledonia. 

This premised, be immediately began to trans- 
fer the mutton and pie-crust from his plate to hla 
lips, in such huge gobbets, as if he was refresh- 
ing after a three days' fast, and laying in |»ovi- 
siMia against a whole lest to come. 

Joshua Geddes in his turn gased on him with 
surprise, having never, he thought, beheld sudi a 
gaunt expresuoQ of hunger in the act of eating. 
" Friend," he scud, after watching him for some 
HUDUtes, " if thou gorgest thyself in tbia fashion, 
thou wilt assuredly choak. Wilt thou aot take 
a draught out of my cup to ttelp down alt that 
dry meat?" 
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*' Trotli,'* stud the stranger, atof^f^ig and 
looking at tfae friendly propouader, " that*i nw 
bad overture, as they aay in the General Assem- 
bly. I have heard waur motioni than that frae 
wiser counnel.^ 

Mr Geddea ordered m quwt of home-lnrewed 
to be placed before our friend Peter Peebles ; 
for the reader must have already conceived that 
this unfortunate litigwat was the wanderer in 
question. 

The victim of Themis bod no sooner eeen the 
flagon, than he seized it with tfae scune energy 
which he hod displayed in operating upon the foe 
— ^puffed <^ the froth with such emphasis, that 
some of it lighted cm Mr Geddee^e head — and 
then said, as if with a sudden recollection of what 
was due to civility, ** Kerens to ye, fii«id.-- 
What, are ye ow^ grand to ^ve me an answer, 
or are ye duU of hearing F" 

" I prithee drink thy liquor, friend," sud the 
good Quaker ; " thou meanest it in civility, but 
we eare not for these idle faahiMiB." 

" What ! you are a Quak^, are you ?^ said 
pL'ter ; and without further ceremony reared the 
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flagon to bis head, from which he withdre# it 
not while a sittgle drop of *' barley-broo" remain- 
ed. " That's done you and me niicklc gude,* 
lie Eaid, dghing as he set down bis pot ; " but 
twa tnutcbkios o' yill between twa folk is a drap- 
pie ower little measure. What say ye to an- 
ither pot ? or shall we cry in a Wythe Scots pint 
at anee p — The yill is do amiss." 

" Thou may'st call for what thou wilt on thine 
own charges, friend," said Geddes ; '* for my- 
self, I willingly contribute to the quenching of 
thy natural thirst; but I fear it were no such 
easy matter to relieve thy acquired and artifidal 
druulh," 

♦• That is to say, in pliun terms, ye are for 
withdrawing your caution with the folk of the 
house ? You Quaker folk are but fause com- 
ftHters ; but since ye. have garred me drink sae 
mickle cauld yill — me that am no used, to the 
like of it in the forenoon— I think ye might as 
veel have offered me a glass of brandy or usqua- 
bae^Fm nae nice body— I can drink onything 
thafs wet and toothsome." 

*' Not a drop at my cost, friend," quoth Ged- 
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deK *' Tbou art an <Ad mim, and hast, per- 
cbance, a heavy and long journey before thee. 
Thou art, moreover, my countryman, as I j udgt 
ffom ihy tongue ; and I will not give thee the 
means of dishonouring thy grey hairs ia a strange* 
land." 

" Grey hairs, neighbour P said Peter with a 
wink to the by-standers, — whom this dialogue 
began to interest, and who vere in hopes of see- 
ing the Quaker played off by the crazed beggar, 
for such Feter Peebles appeared to be, — " Grey 
htara I The Lord mend your eyesight, neigh-' 
bour, that disna ken grey hairs frae a tow wig {" 

This jest procured a shout of laughter, and, 
what was still more acceptable than dry applause, 
a man who stood beside called out, " Father 
Crackentborpe, bring a nipperkin of brandy. I'U 
bestow adram on this fellow, were it but for thai' 
very word," 

The brandy was immediately brought by a 
wench who acted as bar-miud ; and Feter, with 
a grin of delight, filled a glass, quaffed it off; 
and then saying " God bless me ! I was so un> 
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nuuinerly as not to drink to 3m. I think tit* 
Quaker has smitteD tne wi'' his ill-bred haviBgCy" 
—he wBs about to £11 another, vhea hu hnd 
■wM arreeted by his new friend : who Bald at the 
same time, *' No^ no, friend— fur play'e a jewel 
— time about, if you please." And filling a gtaM 
for bimwlf, emptied it as gallantly as Peter oould 
have done. " What say you to that, friend ?** he 
conliDued, addresung the Quaker. 

" Nay, friead,** ansmrad JodiuA, " it went 
do«ni thy throat, not nune ; and I have nothing 
to »ay about what conoemi me not ; but if thou 
art a man of humanity, thou wilt not gjvc thi* 
poor creature the meuu c^ debauchery. Bethink 
thee that they will spurn him from the door, ta 
they Would do a boueeleas and masterless dog, 
and that he may die on the sands or <hi the com- 
raoa. And if hfe has through thy means been 
rendered incapable of helping himself, thou sfaalt 
not be ianooent of bis blood." 

" Futh, Broadbrim, 1 believe thou art right, 
and the <^d gentlemaD in the flax4n jaay tball 
have DO nor* of the oomfortat^— Besides, we have 
business in hand to-day, and this fellow, for as 
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mad M he loobs, may havt a nose otf his face after 
all. — Hark ye, father ;— what is your name, and 
what biings you loto such an out-of-the-way 
conwrr 

*< I am not ju»t free to condescend m my 
name," said Peter; *' and as for my bunness— 
there ia a wee dribble of brandy in the stoup— 
it would be wrang to leave it to the law— -it is 
leanung her bad usages,*' 

'* Well, thou Ehalt have the brandy, and be 
d— d to thee, if thou wilt t^ me what you art 
nu^ng here." 

" Seeking a young advocate chap that they 
c«* Alan Fairford, that has played me a slippery 
trick, an ye maun ken a* about the cause," said 
Petn-. 

" An advocate, man T answered the Captain 
of the Jumping Jenny— for it was he, and no 
other, who had taktn compasuoo on Feter^s 
drought} " why. Lord help thee, thou art on 
the wnmg ode of the Frith to seek advocates, 
«bom I take to be Scotch lawyers, not Et^lish." 
- " English lawyers, man 1" exclaimed Peter, 
" the dell a lawyer's in a' England.'" 
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"I wish fmm my soul it were true," Bttid £wart ; 
" but what the devil put that inyour beadP^ 

"Lord, man, I got a grip of ane of th«r attor- 
neys in Carlisle, and he taiild me that there was- 
na a lawyer in England, ony. mair than himsell, 
that keun'd the nature of a multiple^poinding I 
And when I tauld him how this loopy lad, Alan 
Fairford, had served me, he sud I mi^t bring 
an action on the caee— just as if the case hadna 
tu mony actions dready as one case can weel car- 
ry. By my word, it ia a gude case, and muckle 
has it borne, iu its day, ^f various procedure — 
but it's the barley-pickle Iveaks the naig's hack, 
and wi' my consent it sball not hae ony mair 
biKthen laid upcHi it," 

"But thiaAIan Fairford ?''said Nanty — "come 
•—sip up the drop of brimdy, man, and tell me 
some more about him, and whether you are seek, 
ing him for good or for harm,^ 

" For my ain gude, and for his harm, to be 
sure,'" said Peter. ** Think of his having left my 
cause in the dead-thraw between the tyneieg and 
the winning, and capering ofi* into Cumberland 
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here, after a wild loup^the-tetlier lad they ca* 
Darue LaUmer*" 

" Darae Latimer !" said Mr GeddeB hastily ; 
*' do you know anything of Darsie Latimer P" 

" Maybe I do, and maybe I do not," answer- 
ed Peter ; " I am no free. to answer everybody's 
interrogatory, unless it is put judidally, and by 
Sotta of law — Bpeciolly where folk think bo much 
of a caup of sour yill, or a thimble-full of brandy. 
But as for this gentleman, that has shewn him- 
jMlf a gentleman at breakfast, and will shew him- 
self a gentleman at the meridian, I am free to 
condeiiCend upon any points in the cause that may 
appear to bear upon the question at issue.^ 

" Why, all I want to know from you, my 
friend, is, whether you are seeking to do this Mr 
Alan Fairford good or harm; because if you 
come to do him good, I think you could maybe 
get speech of him— and if to do him harm, I will 
take the liberty to give you a cast across the 
Prith, with fair warning not to come back on such 
^an errand, lest worse come of it." 

The manner and language of £wart were such. 
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that Joshua Geddec rest^ved to keep CBUtfem n- 
lence, till he could more plainly diKOVte i^Mlher 
he was likely to ud or impede him in hia reaear. 
chea after Danie Latimer. He therefore reetJved 
to liaten attendvely to what ahoutd pau between 
Peter and the Kaman, and to watch fbr an op- 
portunity of queatioaing the ftmner, so stxiD as 
he should be separated from hia new aoquaiiit- 
ance. 

" I wad by nae means,^ mid Peter Peeblea, 
" do any subatantial barm to the pow lad Fiur- 
fcffd^who has had mony a gowd guinea of roin^ as 
wed as his &tber before him; but I wadhaehim 
brought back to the minding of my busmeas and 
Us un ; and maybe I wadna inuat farther in my 
action of damages against him, than for refundiiig 
the fees, and for some annual rent on ihe prind- 
pal aum, due frae the day on which be should have 
recovered it for me, plock and bawbee, at the great 
adviang ; for, ye are aware, that is the least Uiat 
1 can uknommedamni; and I have nae thought 
to break down the Ud bodily a^ thegitber— we 
maun live «id let Hve— 4'(»;gie and forget." 
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" The deuce take me, fiiend finwdbrini," uud 
Nanty Ewart, looking to the Quaker, " if I can 
make out what this old scarecrow meaiu. If I 
thought it was fitting that Master Fairfbrd should 
see him, why perhaps it is a matter that could be 
menagfed. I>a you know anything about the old 
fellow F— -you seemed to take some charge of him 
JDBt now." 

** No more than I sfaontd hare done by any 
one itt distress,^ sud Geddes, not sorry to be ap- 
pealed to ; " but I will try what I can do to find 
out who be is, and what be is about in tUs coun- 
tiy—But are we not a little -too public in this 
open romaf^ 

" Xt^s well thought of,^ sidd Nanty ; and, at 
his commwid, the bar-maid u^^ed the party 
into a side-booth, Peter attending them, in the 
instincdTe hope that there would be sHKre liquor 
drank among them before parting. They had 
scarce sat down in their new iqiartDieot, when the 
sound of a vidin was heard in the apartment 
which they had left. 

" I^li awa'' back yonder," said Peter^ rising up 

VOL. 111. o 
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Peter Peebles against Plainstanes, et per caatra 
— ir I am laird of niietbing else, I am aye * dih 
mimu litis.'" 

** It's but a poor liurdship, I doubt,'' sud Jo- 
shua. 

*' Pray, Mr Peebles," sud Nantj, interrupt- 
ing the conversation, abruptly, " were not you 
once a burgess of Edinburgh ?* 

" Was I a burgess 1" said Peter, indignantly; 
" and am I not a burgess even nowF I have 
done nothing to forfeit my right, I trow — mice 
provost and aye my lord." 

** Well, Mr Bui^ss, telt me farther, have 
you not some property in the Gude Town?" 
continued Ewart. 

" Troth have I-u-that is, befim my misfor- 
tnnes, I had twa or three bonny bits of matliDgs 
amang the doses and wynds, forbye the shop 
and the stoty abune it. But Pliunstanes has 
put me to the causeway now. Never mind 
though, I will be upudea with him yet." 

" Had not you once a tenement in the Cove- 
nant Close P" agdn demanded Ninty. 
" Ye have bit it, lad, though ye look not like 
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a Covenanter," said Peter ; *< we'll driok to its 
inemor7.-^Hout ! the heart's at the mouth o' 
that ill-faur'd bit stoup already I]— It brought a 
rent, reckoning from the crawBtep to the ground- 
ullf that ye might ca' fourteen punds a-year, for- 
bye the laigh cellar that was let to Luckie Little^ 
wortb." 

" And do you not remember that you had a 
poor old lady for your toumt, .Mrs Cantrips of 
Kiltlebafiket P** said Nanty, suppresnng his emo- 
tioQ with difficulty. 

*' Remember I GS — d> I have gude cause to re> 
member her," aud Peter, ** for she turned a dy- 
vour on my hands, the auld besom ; and, after 
a'* that the law could do to make me satisfied 
and paid, in the way of ptBnding and distrenm^ 
ing, and soe forth, as law will, she ran awa to 
the Charity Wrakhouse, a matter of twenty 
punds Scots in my debt— ifs a great shame and 
oppresnon that Charity Workhouse, taking in. 
bankrupt dyvours that conna pay their honest 
creditors." 

" Methinka, fiiend," stud the Quaker, *' thine 
own rags might teach thee compassion (or other 
people's nakedness." 
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" Bags V said Peter, taking Joshiu^B words 
.literally ; " does oaj wiae body put on their best 
coat when they are tntTcUing, and keeping com- 
pany with Quaicen, and such other cattle as the 
-road affords r 

*' The old lady died, I have heard," said 
Nanty, affecting a moderation which was belied 
by accents that &ultered with passion. 

" She might .live or die, for what I care," an- 
swered Peter the Cruel ; *' what bu^ess have 
folk to do to live, that canna live as law will, and 
satisfy their just and lawful creditors?" 

'* And you— you that are now yourself trod- 
den down in the very kenuel, are you not sorry 
for what you have done ? Do you notrepent ha- 
nng occa^oned the poor widow woman's death i" 

" What for should I repent T" said Peter; 
*' the law was on my side — a decreet of the 
Bullies fallowed by pc»nding, and an act of 
warding — a suspension intented, and the letters 
found orderly proceeded. — I followed the auld 
rudas through twa Courts— she cost me mair 
money than her lugs were worth." 

" Now, by Heaven t" said Nanty, " I would 
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give a thoiiBand guineas, if I had tbem, to have 
you worth my beating I Had you said you re< 
pented, it had been between God and your con- 
science ; but to hear you boost of your villainy 
^Do you think it little to have reduced the 
aged to famine, and the young to iafamy — to 
have caused the death of one wotnan, the ruin of 
another, and to have driven a man to exile and 
despair? By Him that made me, I can scarce 
keep hands off you !" 

- ," Off me ? — I defy ye !" said Peter. " I take 
.this honest man to witness, that if ye stir the 
neck of my collar, I will have my acdon.for 
stouthreef, spulzie, oppresuon, assault and bab- 
tery. Here's a bra' din, indeed, about an auld 
wife gaun to the grave, a young limmer to the 
close-heads and. causeway, and a.stjcket stibbler 
to the sea instead of the gallows '."" 

" Now, by my soul," said Nanty, " this is 
too much i and since you can feel no other, 
wise, I will try if I cannot beat some humani^ 
into your head and shoulders." 

He drew his hanger as- he spoke, and although ' 
Joshua, who had in vain endeavoured to inter- 
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mpt the dialogue, to which he foresaw a violent 
temunatkm, now threw himself between Nanty 
and the old litigant, be could not prevent the 
latter from receiving two or three sound tlaps 
over the tdtotdder with the flat ude c^ the wea- 
pon. 

Poor Pet^ PeeUes, as inglorious in his ex- 
tremity as be had been presumptuous in bring- 
ing it on, now ran and roared, and bolted out i^ 
the f^Mitment and house itself, pursued by Nan^, 
whose pasuon became high in [«op«rtiott to his 
giving way to its dictates, and by Joshua, who 
BtUl int^cfed at every risk, calling upon Nanty 
to reflect on the age and miserable drcumstances 
of the offender, and upon Poor Peter to stand and 
place himsdf under his protection. In Samt of 
the bouse, however, Peter Peebles found a more 
efficient protectee than the worthy Quaker. 
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CHAPTEE VIII. 

KARSATrvB or ALAN FAIBFOBD. 

OoB readers may recollect that Furfotd had 
been conducted by Dick Gardcnerfrom the HouBe 
of Fairladies, to the inn of old Father Crackeiw 
tborpe, in order, eb he had been iniJ[mDed by the 
mysteriouG Father Buonaventure, that he might 
hare the meeting which he deared with Mr £ed- 
gauQtlet, to treat with him for the liber^ of his 
friend Darue. His guide, by the special direc- 
tion of Mr Ambrose, had introduced him into 
the public-house by a back-door, and rectHn- 
mended to the landlord to aaximmodate him with 
a private iqaartment, and to treat him with all 
civility ; but in other respects to keep his eye on 
him, and even to secure his person, if he saw any 
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reason to suspect him to be a spy. He was not, 
however, subjected to any direct restraint, but 
vas ushered into an apartment, where he was re- 
quested to await the arrival of the gentleman with 
whom he wished to have an iuterrieWf and who, 
as Crackepthorpe assured him with a ugnificant 
nod, would be certainly there in the course of an 
hour. In the meanwhile, he recommended to 
him, mth another significant dgn, to keep hu 
apartment, " as there were people in the house 
who vere apt to busy themselves about other 
folks'* matters." 

' Alan Fairford complied with the recommenda^ 
tion, so long as he thought it reasonable ; but 
when, among a large party riding up to the 
house, he discerned Bedgauntlet, whom be bad 
seen under the nafne of Mr Herries of Birrens- 
work, and whom, by bis height and strength, he 
easiJy distinguished &om the rest, be thought it 
proper to go down to the front of the house, in 
hopes that, by more closely reconnoitring the 
party, he might discover if his &iend Dar»c was 
among them. 

The reader is aware that, by doing so, be had 
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an opportunity of breatdng Darnels fall from hia 
fdde-sadd]e, although his disguise and mask pre- 
vented his recognizing his friend. It may be 
also recollected, tjhat while Mixon hurried Mbs 
Bedgauntlet and her brother into the house, thdr 
uncle, scnnewhat chafed at an unexpected and in. 
convenient interruption, rcmEuned himself in par- 
ley with Fairford, who bad already successively 
addressed him by the names of Herries and Red- 
gauntlet ; ndther of which, any more than the 
acquaintance of the young lawyer, he seemed at 
the moment wilUng to acknowledge, though an 
ur of haughty indifference, which he assumed, 
could not conceal his yexation and embarrass- 
ment. 

'* If we inust needs be acquainted, sir,** be 
said at last — " for which I am unable to see any 
necesidty, espedally as I am now particularly 
disposed to be private— I must entreat you will 
tell me what you have to say, and permit me to 
attend to matters of more importance." 

" My introduction," smd Fairford, " is con- 
tained in this letter. — (Delivering that of Max- 
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well.)— I am conviDced that, under whatsoever 
name it may be your pleasure for the present to 
be kDown, it is into your hands, and yours only, 
that it s^uld be delivered." . 

Redgauotlet turned the letter in Iiis hand- 
then read the contents-— then agun looked upon 
the letter, and sternly observed, " The seal of the 
letter has been broken. Was this the case, sir, 
when it was delivered into your hand P" 

Fairford des[»sed a falsehood as much as any 
man,— unless, perhaps, as Tom Turnpenny mi^t 
have said, " in the way of buuness.** He an- 
swered readily and firmly, " The seal was whole 
whoi the letter was deli^red to me by Mr Max- 
well of Summertrees." 

' " And did you dare, or, to break the seal of 
a lett^ addressed to me F* said Redgauutlet, not 
sorry, pahaps, to [ack a quaxrel upon a punt fo> 
r^gn to the taux of the epistle. 

^' I have never broken the seal of any letter 
committed to my charge," said Alan ; " not from 
fear of those to whom such letter might be ad- 
dressed, but from respect to myself." 

*' That is well worded," Bud Redgauntiet ; 
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** sod yet, young Mr Counsellor, I doubt whe- 
ther your delicacy prerented your reading my 
letter, or listening to the contents aa read by 
scnne other person after it was opened.^ 

'* I certunly did hear the contents read over," 
said Furford ; ** and they were such as to sur- 
prise me a good deaL^ 

" Now that,* Bald Redgauntlet, " I hold to be 
pretty much the same, injbro conscientUe, as if 
you had broken the seal yourself. I shall bold 
myself excused from entering upon fu-ther dis- 
course with a messenger so faithless ; and you 
may thank yourself if your jouniey has been 
flruitless." 

" Stay, MT," swd PMribrd ; " tmd know that I 
became acquainted with the contents of the paper 
mthout my consent — I may even say against my 
will ; for Mr Buonaventur c " 

** Who ?^ demanded Redgauntlet, in a irild 
and alarmed nuumer. " Whom was it you 
named P" 

'* Father Bu<»iaYenture,*' said Alan, — " a Ca- 
tholic priest, aa I apprehend, whom I saw at the 
Misses Arthurets^ house, called Fairladies." 
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'* Misses Arthurets !— Furladies I— A Catho- 
tliolic priest ! — Father Buonaventure T ttad Bed- 
gauntlet, repeatiDg the words of Alan with aMo<, 
nisbment. " Is it possihle that human rashoess 
can reach such a pcnnt of infatuation i — Tell me 
the truth, I conjure you, ur — I have the deepest 
interest to know whether this is more than an idle 
legend, {»cked up from hearsay about the coun- 
try. You are a lawyer, and know the risk in- 
curred by the Catholic clergy, whom the dis- 
charge of their duty sends to these bloody 
shores.^ 

" I am a. lawyer, certainly," said Fiurford; 

. " but my holding such a respectable coQdition.in 

life warrants that I am neither an informer nor a 

spy. Here is sufficient evidenoe that I have seen 

Father Buonaventure." 

He put Buooaventure's letter into Bedgaunt- 
lefs hand, and watched his looks closely wlule 
he read it " Double-dyed infatuation !^ he 
muttered, with looks in which sorrow, displeit- 
snre, and anxiety, were mingled. ' Save me 
from the indiscretion of my frioids,* says the Spa. 
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nuird ; ' I can eave myself from the hostility of 
my enenues.' " 

He then read the letter attentively, and for 
two or three minutes was lost in thought, while 
sMhe purpose of importance seemed to have ga- 
^red aiid sit brooding upon his countenance. 
He held up bis finger totrarde his satellite, Cris- 
ta! Nucon, who replied to his ^gnal with a prompt 
nod ; and with one or two of the attendants ap- 
|Koacfaed Fairford in such a manner as to make 
bun apprehensive they were about to lay hold of 
him. - 

At this mcnnent a noise was heard fr<Mn witbin- 
nde of the house, and presently rushed forth 
Peter PeeUes, pursued by Nanty Ewart with 
his drawn hanger, and the worthy Quaker, wbo 
was endeavouring to prevent mischief to others, 
at some risk of bringing it on himself. 

A wilder and yet a more absurd 6gure can 
hardly be imag^ed, than that of Poor Peter 
clattering along as fast as his huge boots would 
permit him, and resembling nothing so much as 
a flying' scarecrow; while the thin emaciated form 
of Nanty Ewart, with the hue of death on his 
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cbeek, and the fire of veogeance glancing from hit 
€je, fonaed a ghastly contrast with the ridicuknis 
abject of his pursuit 

Redgaimtlet threw himself between them. 
" What extraragant folly b this F'" he said. 
" Put up your weapon, Captain. Is this a time 
to indulge in drunken brawls, oris such a miseh 
able object as that a fitting antagonist for a man 
of courage ?" 

** I beg pardon," aud the Captuo, sheathii^ 
his weapon — ** I was a little l»t out of the way, 
to be sure ; but to know the provocatitH), a man 
must read my heart, and that I hardly dare to 
do myself. But the wretch is safe from nte. 
Heaven has done its own Tengeance <m us both." 
While he spoke in this manner, Peter Peebles, 
who had at first crept behind Hedgauntlet in 
bodily fear, began now to reasaume his qurits. 
Pulling his protector by the sleeve, " Mr Her- 
lies — Mr Hemes," he whispered eagerly, ** ye 
have done me nuur than a gude tnm, and if ye 
will but do me anither at this dead pinch, TU 
forgte the girded keg of brandy that ytni and 
Captain Sir Harry Bedgimlet drank out yon 
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time. Ye sail hae ao ample discfaarge and re- 
rnuDeratioD, and, though I should see you walk- 
ing at the Cross of Edinbui^, or Btaading at 
the bar of the Court of Justiraary, no the Tery 
thumbilciiiB thenuelTeB should bring to my me- 
mory that ever I saw you in arms yon day." 

He accompanied this promise by pulling so 
hatd at Redgaundefs cloak, that he at Inst turned 
round. " Idiot I speak ' in a word what you 
want.'" 

*• Aweel, aweeL In a word, then," said Peter 
Peebles, *' X have a warrant on me to apprehend 
that man that stands there, Alan Fwrford by 
name, end advocate by calling. I bought it from 
Muster Justice Foxley's clerk, Mfuster Nicholas 
Faggot, wi' the guinea that you gied me." 

*' Ha t" said Redgauntlet^ " hast thou really 
sucjt a warrant P let me see it — Look sharp that 
no one escape, Cristal Nixon."" 

Peter produced a fauge,greaEy, leathem'pocket- 
book, too dirty to permit its original colour to be 
▼inble, filled with scrolls of notes, memorials 
to counsd, and Heaven knows what bendea. 
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From amongst this prcdous maag he culled Auth 
a paper, -and placed it in the hands of Red- 
gauntlet, or Herriet, as he continued to calt him, 
saying, at the same time, *' It^s a formal and 
binding warrant, proceeding on my affidavy 
mad^, that the said Alan Fiurford, h«ng law- 
fully engaged in my service, had shpped the te> 
ther and fled over the Border, and was now lurk- 
ing there and thereabouts, to dude and evite the 
discharge of bb bounden duty to me ; and there- 
fore granting warrant to constables and others, to 
seek for, take, and apprehend bim, that he maybe 
brought before the Honourable Justice Foxley 
for examination, and if necessary,' for commit- 
ment. Now, though a' this be fairly set down, as 
I tell ye, yet where am Ii to get an officer to exe^ 
cute this warrant in uc a country as this, where 
swords and [ustols flee out at a word's speaking, 
and folk care as little for the peace of King 
George, as the peace of Auld Sing Coul P — 
There's that drunken skippo-, and that wet' 
Quaker, enticed me into the public this m or n ing, 
and because I wadna gie than as much brandy 
as wad have made them blind-dmak, they baith 
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Mi on me, and were in the way of guiding me 
very ill." 

While Peter went on in tbis manner, Red- 
gauntlet glanced his eye orer the warrant, and 
immediately saw that it must be a trick passed by 
Nicholas Faggot, to cheat the poor insane wrett^ 
out of his solitary guinea. But the Justice had 
actually subscribed it, as he did whatever his 
clerk presHited to him, and Bedgauntlet resolved 
to use it for his own purposes. 

Without making any direct answer, therefore, 
to Peter Pi^les, he walked up gravely to Fair- 
ford, who had waited quietly for the termination 
of a scene, in which be was not a little surprised 
to find his client, Mr Peebles, a conspicuous 
actor. 

" Mr Pairford," said Redgauntlet, '* there 
are many reasons which might induce me to 
comply mth the request, or rather the injunc- 
tions, of the' excellent Father Buonaventure 
that I should communicate ^th you upon the 
present condition of my ward, whom you know 
under the name of Darsie Latimer ; but no man 
is better aware than you that the law must be 
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obeyed, even in c»ntradiction to our own feel- 
ings ; now, this poor man has obtained a war- 
rant for csTTjing you before a magistrate, and, I 
am afraid, there is a necesrity of your yielding 
to it, although to the postponement of the bun- 
oess which you may have with me." 

" A warrant against me !" said Alan, indig- 
nantly; " and at that poor miflerable wretch's 
instance t — why this is a trick, a men and most 
palpable trick." 

" It may be so," replied Redgauntlet, wiUi 
great equanimity ; " doubtless you know best ; 
only the writ appears regular, and with that re- 
spect for the law which has been a leading fea- 
ture of my character through life, I cannot dis- 
pense with giving my poor tad to the support 
of a l^al warrant. Iiook at it yourself^ and be 
saUsfied it is no trick of mine." 

Furford ran over the affidavit and the war- 
rant* and then ezcbumed once more, thai it was 
an impudent impoutiui, and that he would hold 
those who acted upon such a warrant liable in the 
highest damages. " I guess at your motive, Mr 
B«dgauntlet," he swd, '* for acquiescing in so 
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ridiculous a proceeding. But be anured you- 
will find that, in this country, one act of illegal 
Tioleace will not be covered or atoned for by 
pracdaiDg another. You cannot, as a man of 
sense and honour, pretend to say you regud this 
as a legal warrant" 

" I am no lawyer, eir," seud Bedgaimtlet; 
" and pretend not to know what is <»: is not law 
—the warrant is quite formal, and that is oioii^ 
forme." 

*' IHd evar any one hear," said Fairfiwd, " of _ 
an advocate bdng compelled to return to his task, 
like a collier or a Salter who has deserted hia 
master?" 

" I see no reason why he should not," said 
Redgauntlet, dryly, ** unless on the ground that 
the sernces of the lawyer are the most ezpenuve 
and least useful of (he two." 

'* You cannot mean this in earnest," said Fmr- 
ford ; " you cannot really mean to avail yourself 
of BO poor a contrivance, to evade the word 
pledged by your friend, your ghostly father, in 
ny bdialf. I may have been a fool for trusting 
it too eanly, but Uiink what you must be if you 
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cao abase my confideooe id this maimer. I en- 
treat you to reflect Uiat this usage releases me 
from all promises of secrecy or cramivance at what 
I am apt to think ere very dangerous practices, 
and that " 

*' Hark ye, Mr Furford," said Bedgauutlet; 
" I must here interrupt you for your own sake. 
One word of betraying what you may have seen^ 
or what you may have suspected, and your se- 
duuon is like to have either a very distant or a 
very btief terminatioD ; in eiUi^ case a most VDr- 
desirable one. At present, you ore sure of bang 
at liberty in a very few days— perhaps much 
sooner." 

" And my fiiend," said Alan Fairford, " fw 
whose sake I have run myself into this danger, 
what ia to become of him ? — Dark and danger- 
ous man !" he ezclumed, rai«iig his voice, '* I 
will not be again cajoled by deceitful pro- 

'* I give you my honour that your friend is 
w^," interrupted Redgauntlet ; " perhaps I may 
permit you to see htm, if you will but subnut with 
patience to a fate which is inevitable." 
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But Alan Fairford, a»uldering his confldeooe 
XI having been abused, first by Maxwell, and 
next by the Piiest, ruted his vcace, and appeal- 
ed to alt the Eing^s lieges within hearing, agtunst 
the violence with which he was threatened. He 
was instantly seized upon by Nixon and two as- 
nstants, who, holding down his anns, and endea- 
Touiing to stop his moutb, wen about to hurry 
him away. * 

The honest Quaker, who had kept out of 
Redgauntlet's presence, now came boldly for- 
ward. 

" Friend," scud he, " thon dost more than 
tbou canst answer. Thou knowest me well, and 
tbou art aware that in me thoy hast deeply in- 
jured a neighbour, who was dwelling beside thee 
in the honesty and simplicity of his heart." 

" Tush, Jonathan," said Redgauntlet ; " talk 
not to me, man ; it is neither the craft of a young 
lawyer, nor the simp^t*/ of an old hypocrite, 
can drive me from my purpose.'" 

" By my faith," said the Captain, coming fra-- 
waid in his turn, " this is hardly fair. General ; 
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imd I doubt,^ he added, " iriwther &e will of 
my owners can make me a party to such ym- 
ceedings.— Nay, nerer fumble with your sword- 
hilt, but out with it like a man, if you are for a 
tUdng." — He unsheatbed bis himger, and tibntl* 
nued. — " I will nather see my comrade Fairford, 
Dor the old Quaker, abused. D — n all wairantg, 
false or true— curse the justice— confound the 
constable j — and here stands litde Nanty Ewart 
to m^e good what he says £^;iunEt genUe and 
ample, ia qiite.of luffse-shoa or hora&iadid) 
eatha"." 

The cry of ** D^wn with all warrants I" was 
populu in the ears of the militia of the inn, and 
Nanty £wart was no less so. Fishers, ostlers, 
seamen, smugglers, began to crowd to the spot. 
Crackenthorpe endeavoured in vain to mediate. 
The attendants of Redgauntlet b^an to handle 
th.as fire-arms ; but their master shouted to them 
to forbear, and, unsheathing his sword as quick 
as lightning, he rushed on Ewart in the midst 
of his bravade, and struck his weapon from his 
hand with such force, that it flew three yards 
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htaa hinL Cloung with him at the (ante mo- 
ment, he gave him a seTere fall, and waved hit 
swcsd over his head, to shew he was absolutely 
at his mercy. 

'* There, you drunken vagabond,'' he said, 
" I ^e you your life— you are no bad ^low, 
if you ooold keep from brawling among your 
iriends. — But we all know Nanty Ewart," he siud 
to the crowd around, with a forgiving lau^, 
which, joined to the awe bis prowen had in- 
q>ired, entirely confirmed tbar wavoing alle- 
giance. 

They shouted, " The Laird for ever T while 
poor Nant^, riang from the earth, on whose lap 
he bad been stretched so rudely, went in quest 
of bis hanger, lifted it, wiped it^ and, as he re- 
turned the weapon to the scabbard, muttered 
' between bis teeth, " It is true they say of turn, 
and the devil will stand his fiiend till bis hour 
come ; I will cross him no more." 

So saying, be slunk from the crowd, cowed 
and disheartened by bis defeat. 

" For you, Joshua Geddes," said Redgauntlet, 
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approaching the Quaker, who, with lifted hand* 
and eyes, had beheld the scene of violence, " I 
shall take the liberty to arrest thee for a brea^ 
ol peace, altogether unhecpming thy pretended 
piinciplcs; and L believe it iriU go hard with 
thee both iq a Court of Justice and among thine' 
own Sodety of Friends, as they call themselves, 
who will be but indifferently pleased to see the 
quiet tenor of tb^ hypocrisy insulted by such 
violent proceedings." 

'' / violent !" said Jodiua ; *' / do aught un- 
becoming the principles of the Friends ! I defy 
thee, man, and I charge thee, as a Christian, to 
forbear vexing my soul wiUi such charges : it is 
grievous enough to me to liave seen violences 
which I was unable to prevent." 

** Ob, Joshua, Joshua !^ said Redgauntlet, 
mth a sardonic smile ; " thou light of the futh- 
fiil in the town of Dumfries and the places ad- 
jacent, wilt thou thus fall away firom the truth t 
Hast thou not, before us ail, attempted to rescue 
■ man from the warrant of law ? Didst thou nut 
encourage tbat drunken fellow to draw his 
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weapons-sod didet thou got thyself flourish tby 
cudgel in the cause? Tbink'st thou that the 
oaths of the injured Peter Peebles, and the 
conscientious Cristal Nixon, be^des those of 
such gentlemen as look on this strange scene, 
who not only put on swearing as a garment, but 
to whom, in Custom-House matters, oaths are 
litoaQy meat and drink, — doest thou not think> 
I say, that these men^s oaths will go farther than 
thy Yea and Nay in this matter f 

*' I will swear to anytbiog,*' swd Peter. *' All 
is fair when it comes to an oath ad litem.*' 

** You do me foul wrong,^ said the Quaker, 
undismayed by the general laugh. *' I encou- 
raged no drawing of weapons, though I attempt- 
ed to move an unjust man by some use of argu- 
ment — I brandished no cudgel, although it may 
be that the anoent Adam struggled within me, 
and caused my hand to grasp mine oaken staff 
firmer than usual, when I saw innocence borne 
down with violence,— But why talk I what is 
tnie and just to thee, who hast been a man of 
violeDce &om thy youth upwards P Let me nu 
' iher speak to thee such language as thou canst 
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compiehead. Deliver these young men up to 
me," he said, when he had led Bedgauntlet a 
little apart from the crowd, " and I will not only 
&ee ibee from the heavy charge of damages which 
tbou bast incurred by thine outrage upon my 
property, but I will add ransom for them and 
(ot myself. What would it profit thee to do the 
youths wrong, by detaining them ia captivity P" 
" Mr Geddes," said H«dgauntlet, in a tons 
mon respectful than he had hitherto used to the 
Quaker, " your language is dimnterested, and I 
respect the fidelity of your fhendship. Perhaps 
we have mistaken each othet's pnnciples and mo- 
tives ; but if so, we have iiot at present time for 
explanation. Make yourself easy— I hope to 
raise your friend Darsie Latimer to a pitch of 
eidibence which you will witness «dth pleasure ; 
— nay, do not attempt to answer me. The o^er 
famg man shall suffer restraint a few days, pro- 
bably only a few hours,— ;it is not more than due 
for his pragmatical interference in what concenw 
ed htm not. Do you, Mr Gieddes, he so prudent 
as to take your horse and leave this place, which 
is growing every moment more unfit Sgt the abode 
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of a man of peace. You may wait the event in 
safety at Mount Sharon." 

" Friend," replied Joahua, " I cannot comply 
with thy advice ; I mil remun here, even as thy 
prisoner, as thou didst but now threaten, rather 
than leave the youth who hath sufibred by and 
through' me and my misfortunes, in his present 
state of doubtful safety. Wherefore I will not 
mount my steed Solomon ; ndther will I turn 
bis head towards Mount Sharon, until I see an 
end of this matter.'* 

" A prisoner, then, you must be," stud Bed- 
gaunUet. " I have no time to dispute the mat- 
ter farther with you. — But tell me for what you 
fix your eyes so attentively on yonder people of 

" To speak the truth," sud the Quakw, *' I 
admired to behold among them a little wretch of 
a boy called Benjie, to whom I think Satan has 
given the power of transporting himself whera- 
soever mischief is gtnng forward ; so that it may 
be truly sud, there is no evil in this land wher^ 
he hath not a fingerj if not a wh(Je hand.*' 



dbt Google 



X88 NARBATIVE. CHAI>. VIII. 

The boy, who aaw thdr eyea fixed on him as 
they Epoke, seemed embarrassed, and rather de- 
orouB of making ha escape ; but at a eignal from 
Redgauntlet he advanced, assuming the sheefttsh 
look and rustic manner with which the Jack-an- 
apes covered much acuteness and n^ery. 

" How long have you been with the party, 
sirrah !" said Redgauntlet. 

*' Since the nud on the stake-nets," said Ben- 
jie, with bis finger in his mouth. 

'* And what made you follow us ?" 

" I dauredna stay at hame for the constables," 
replied the boy. 

'* And what have you been doing all this 
time?" 

" Doing, sir ?—I dinna ken what ye ca' doing 
—I have' been doing naething," said Benjie ; 
then seeing something in Redgauntlet's eye which 
was not to be trifled with, he added, '* Naething 
but waiting on Muster Cristal Nixon." 

'* Hum !— ay — indeed ?" muttered Redgaunt- 
let. " Must Master Nixon bring his own reti- 
nue into the field ?— This must be seen to.'" 



b; Google 



HAKKATIVE. UHA1>. VIII. 9139 

He was about to pursue his inquiry, when 
Nixon himself came to him with looks of anxious 
haste. " The Father is come," he wluspered* 
" and the gentlemen ere getting together in the 
largest-room of the house, and they desire to see 
you. Yonder is your n^ahew, too, making a 
noise like a man in Bedlam." 

" I will look to it all iostantly," said Red- 
gauntlet '* Is the Faster lodged as I directed P" 

Cristal nodded. 

" Now, then, for the final trial," said Red- 
gauntlet. ' He folded his hands— looked up- 
wards — crossed himself — and after this act of 
devotion, (almost the first which any one had ob- 
served him make use of,) be commanded Nixon 
to keep good watch — have his horses and men 
ready for every emergence — look after the safe 
custody of the prisoners— but treat them at the 
same lime well and civilly. And these orders 
given, he darted hastily into the bouse. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

MABftATTVE CONTIMVSD. 

RsDaAiTMTLBT'a fifst couTse Tus t<^^e chani* 
ber of his ncphev. He- unlocked the door, en- 
tered the apartment, and asked what he wanted, 
that be made so much ntnee. 

** I want my Uberty,^ said Darue, who had 
wrought l^nself up to a pitt^ of pasrion in whii^ 
bis unde^s wrath had lost its terrorB. " I deare 
my liberty, and to be assuredof the safety of my 
beloved friend, Alan Fairford, whose voice I 
beard but now." 

" Your liberty dull be your own within hdf an 
hoar from this period — your fnend shall be also 
let at freedom in due time — and you yourself be 
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permitted to b&ve aocees to bis place of confine' 
iiienL*^ 

" This does not satisfy me," said Dorsie ; " I 
must see my friend instantly; he is here, and 
be is here endangered on my acoaunt only — I 
hare heard violent exclamations — the clash of 
swords. You will gain no point with me unless 
I have ocular demonstration of his safety." 

" Arthur — dearest nephew,^ answered Ked- 
gauntlet, " drive me not mad 1 Thine own fate 
—that of thy hou8&->that of thousands — that of 
Britain herself, are at this moment in the scales ; 
and you are only occupied about the safety of a 
poor insignificant pettifogger 1" 

" He has sustained injury at your baods, 
then f" said Darue, fiercely. ** I know he has ; 
but if BO, not even our relationship shall proteet 
you." 

*' Peace, ungrateful and obstinate fool t" said 
RedgauntleL " Yet stay-^Wilt you be satisfied 
if you see this Alan Fairford — this predous friend 
ci youtfr— well and sound P — Will you, I say, be 
satisfied with aeaug him to prafect safety, wtdt- 

VOL. 111. ' Q 
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uut aUemptit^ to speak tour converse with him ? 
—Take bold of my arm, then,^ said Redgaimu 
let ; '* and do you, niece Lilias, take the other ; 
and beware, ^ Arthur, bon you bear youi- 
Bd£." 

Darae was campelled to acquiesce, snffidently 
aware that bis uade would permit him no iateiv 
view with a friend wbose influence would certwiu 
ly be used against bis present earnest wishes, and 
in some measure contented with the assurance <^ 
Faiiford*8 personal safc^. 

Hedgaundet led them througb one or two pas- 
BBges, (for the houBe, as we hare before said, was 
very irregular, and built at different times,) untH 
they entered an apartment, vheie a man with 
shouldered carabine kept watch at the door, but 
readily turned the key for their reception. In 
thb room they found Alan Fairford and the 
Quaker, apparently in deep conversation with 
each other. They looked up aa Redgauntlet and 
his party entered ; and Alan pulled off his bat 
and made a profound reverence, which the young 
lady, who recognized him, — though, masked as 
she was, he could not know her, — returned with 
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some emInmBsmeiit, ariuDg probid)ly from r^ 
coUectioQ of the btdd step she had taken in Tirit> 
inglum. 

Darsie longed to tpeak, but dared M^ His 
uncle only said, ** Gentlemen, I know you are aa 
anxious on Mr Daraie Latimer's account as be is 
upon yours. I am commissicmed by him to in> 
form you, that he is as wel) as you axfi-^l trust 
you will all meet soon. Meantime, although I 
cannot BuSa you to be al la^e, you shall be as 
well 'treated as is posuble under your temptwaiy 
confinement" 

He passed on, without pau^ng to hear the an- 
swers whtdi the lawyer and the Quaker were has- 
tening to prefer ; and only waving his hand by 
way of adieu, made his exit, with the real and llie 
seeming lady whom he had under his chai^, - 
trough a door at the upper end of the apart- 
ment, which was fastened and guarded like that 
by which they entered. 

Redgauntlet next led the way into a very 
small Fotoi ; adjoining which, but divided by ■ 
paxtitkH), was one of apparently larger dunen- 
skHiB ; for they heard the trampling of the heavy 
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boots of the period, a» if aeveral persons were 
wfdking to and fro, and conversing in low and 
anxious whispers. 

" Here,** sud Redgauntlet tp his iie{^ew, as 
,' he disencumbered him from the riding-skirt and 
the mask, " I restore you to yourself, and trust 
you will lay aside all effeminate thoughts with 
this feminine dress. Do not blush at having 
worn a disguise to which kings and heroes have 
been reduced. It is when female craft or female 
Cowardice find their way into a manly bosom, that 
he who entertains these sentiments should take 
eternal shame to himself for having done ao. 
Follow me, while Ltlias remidas here. I will 
introduce you to those wbcnn I hope to see asso. 
dated with you in the most glorious cause that 
hand ever drew sword in." 

Du-«e paused. " Uncle,"' he siud," my person 
is in your hands ; but remember, my will is my 
own. I will not be hurried into any resolution 
of importance. Remember what I have already 
said— what I now repeat— that 1 will take no 
step of impOTtance but upon conviction.'" 
" But canst thou be convinced, thou foolish boy. 
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without hearlDg and uaderstanding ^e grounds 
on which we act P" 

So saying, he took Darsie by the arm, and 
walked with him to the next room — a large apart- 
ment, partly filled with miscellaDeoiis articles of 
commerce, chiefly connected with contraband 
trade ; where, among bales and barrels, sat, or 
walked to and fro, several gentlemen, whose 
manners and looks seemed superior to the plain 
riding dresses which they wore. 

There was a grave and stem anxiety upon 
th^r countenances, when, on iRedgauntlet's en- 
trance, they drew from thdr separate ootmes 
into one group around him, and saluted faim 
with a formality which had something in it of omi- 
nous melancholy. As Darsie looked around the 
circle, he thought hecould discern in it few traces, 
of that adventurous hope which urges men upmi 
desperate enterprizes ; and began to beheve that 
the conspiracy would dissolve of itself without- 
the necessity of his placing himself in direct op- 
position to so violent a character as his uncle, 
and incurring the hazard with which such oppo. 
sition must needs be attended. 
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Mr Redgauntiet, bowever,. did not, or would 
not, lee any such marks of depression of spirit 
amongst his coadjutors, but met tbem with cbeer- 
fal countenance, and a warm greeting of wel- 
come. <* Happy to meet you here, my lord," he 
aiud, bowing low to a slender young man. " I 
trust you come with the pledges of your noble 
father, of B ■ — ■, and all that loyal house. — Sir 
Richard, what news m the west F I am told you 
bad two hundred men on foot to have joined when 
the fatal retreat from Derby was commenced. 
When the White Standard is again displayed, it 
shall not be turned back so eaaly, either by the 
fcrce of its enemies, ox the falsehood of its friends. 
—Doctor Grumball, I bow to the representative 
of Oxford, the mother of learning and loyalty.^ 
Pengwinion, you Cornish chough, has this good 
wind blown you north P — Ah, my brave Cambro- 
Britons, when was Wales last in the race of ho> 
sour?" 

Sach and such-like etxnplimeuts he dealt 
around, which were in general answered by silent 
bows ; but when he saluted one of his own cotiii> 
trymen by the name of MacEellar, and greeted 



dbt Google 



NAUftATIVR. CRAP. IX. 247 

Maxwell of Summertrees bj tluit of Pateon- 
Peril, the latter replied, *' that if Pate vere not 
a fool, he would be Pate-in-Safety C and the 
former, a Uiia old gentleman, in tarnished embroil 
deiyj said bluatly, '* Ay, troth, Redgauntlet, I 
am here just hke yourself; I have little to lose 
■~4h^ that took my liuid the last time, may take 
my life this ; and that is all I care about it" 

The English gentlemen, who were still in pos* 
Besrionof tb^ paternalestates, looked doubtfully 
on each other, and there was something whisper^ 
cd among them of the fox whidi had lost his tail. 

Redgauntlet haUeoed to address them. ^ I 
thit^, my lords and gentlemen,*' besMd, *' that 
I can account for something like sadness which 
has crept upon an assembly gathered together for 
so noble a purpose. Our numbers seem, when 
thus assembled, too small and inconsiderable to 
shake the firmrseated usurpation of half a cen* 
tury. But do not count us by what we are 
in tbewe and muscle, but by what our summons 
can do among our countrymen. In this small 
party are those who hare power to ruse batta- 
lims, and those who have wealth to pay them. 
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And do not believe our friends wbo are absent are 
cold or indif&rent to the cause. Let us once 
light the ugnal, and it vill be huled by all who 
retain love for the Stuart, and by all— a mim; 
tiumerous body — who bate the Elector. Here 
I have letters from "" 

Sir Richard Glendale interrupted the Bpeaker. 
" We all confide, Bedgauntlet, io your valour 
and skill — we admire your persereronce ; and 
probably nothing short of your strenuous exer- 
tions, and the emuUtion awakened by your noUe 
and dirintoested conduct, could have brought so 
many (tf us, the scattered remnant of a disheart* 
ened party, to meet together once again io solemn 
consultation ;— for I take it, gentlemen,'^ he said, 
looking round, <* this is only a consultation." 

" Ncrthing mtve," said the young lord. 

" Nothing more," stud Doctor Grumbtdl, 
shaking his large academical peruke. 

And " Only a oonsultation," was echoed by 
the others. 

RedgauQtlet bit his lip. " I had hopes," be 
said, " that the discourses I have held with most 
of you, from time to time, had ripened into 
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more maturity ^n your words imply, and that 
ire were here to execute as well as to deliberate ; 
and for this we stand prepared. I can r«8e fire 
hundred men with my wbiBtle." 

" Five hundred men !" said one of the Welsh 
squires ; " Cot bless us I and, pray you, what 
cood could five hundred raen do 7" 

*' All that the priming does for the cannon, 
Mr Meredith," answered Redgauntlet; "it will 
enable us to seize Carlisle, and you know what 
our friends have engaged for in that case," 

" Yes — but," said the young nobleman, " you 
must not hurry us on too fast, Mr Kedgauntlet ; 
we are all, I believe, as sincere and true-hearted 
in this business as you are, but we will not be 
driven forward blindfold. We owe caution to 
ourselves and our families, as well as to those 
whom we are empowered to represent, m this 



" Who harries you, my lord ? Who is it that 
would drive this meeting forward blindfiJd f I 
do not understand your lordship," said Ued> 
gauntlet 

'* Nay," siud Sir Bichord Glendide, " at least 
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do not let us fall under our old reproach of di&- 
agrenng among ourselTes. What my lord means, 
itedgauntlet, is, that we have this morning beard 
* it is uncertain whether you could even bring that 
body of men whom you count upon ; your 
countryman, Mr SlacKellar, seemed, just before 
you came in, to doubt whether your peo]de would 
rise in any force, unless you could produce the 
authority of your nephew." 

" I might ask," said Redgauntlet, *' what 
right MacKellar, ot any one, has to doubt my 
bang able to accomplish what I stand pledged 
(or P— But our hopes consist in our unily.^ — Here 
stands my nephew. Gentl«nen, I present to 
you my kinsman. Sir Arthur Darue Redgauntlet 
of that Ilk." 

" Gentlemen," said Darn^ with a throbbing 
bosom, for be felt the crisis a very punful one, 
** allow me to say, that I suspend expres^ng my 
■enUments on the* important subject under dis- 
cusaon, until I have heard those of the present 
meetii^." 

" Proceed in your deliberations, gentlemen," 
said Kedgaqntlet; " I will shew my nephew 
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such reosona for acquiescing in the result, as will 
entirely remore any scruples which may hang 
around his mind." 

Dr Grumball now coughed, ** shook his am' 
brosial curls," and addressed the assembly. 

" The principles of Oxford," he sud, ** are 
veil understood, since she was the last to rengn 
lierself to the Arch-Usurper — since she has ctsi- 
demned, by her sovereign authority, the blaft< 
phemous, atheistical, and anarchical tenets of 
Locke, and other deluders of the public mind. 
Oxford will give men, money, and countenance, 
to the cause of the rightful monarch. But we 
have been often deluded by forragn powers, 
wbo have avuled themselves of our zeal to stir 
up dvil dissensions in Britain, not for the ad- 
vantage of our blessed though banished monarch, 
but to stir up disturbances by which they mtg^t 
profit, while we, their tools, are sure to be rained. 
Oxford, therefiire, will not rise, unless our Sove-< 
reign oomea in person to clum our alle^uice, 
in which case, God forbid we should revise him 
our best obedi<aice." ' - 
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■< It k a very cood advice," said Mr Mere< 
ditb. 

" In truth," said Sir Richard Glendale,- " it 
is the very key-stone of our esterptiiee, and the 
only condition upon which I tayself and others, 
could ever have dreamt of taking up arms. No 
insurrection which has not Charles Edward him- 
self at its head, will ever last longer than till a 
rangle foot-company of red-coats march to dift> 
perse it." 

" This is my own opinion, and that of all my 
family," a^d the young nobleman already men- 
tioned; " and I own I am somewhat surprised 
at being summoned to attend a dangerous ren- 
dezvous such as this, before something certfUD 
could have been stated to us on this most import- 
ant preticOinary poinC 

'** Pardon me, my lord," said Redgauntlet ; 
** I have not been so unjust either to mys^ or 
my friendn — I had no means of communicating 
to our distant confederates (without the greatest 
nek of discovery) what is known to some of my 
honourable friends. As courageous, and as re- 
solved, as when, twenty years since, he threw 
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biotadf into the inlds of Moidart, Charles Ed- 
ward has instantly complied with the wishes of 
his faithful subjects. Charles Edward is in this 
country — Charles Edward is io this house! — 
Charles £dvard waits but your present dedaioii, 
to receive the homage cJ those who have ever 
called themselves his loyal liegemeu. He that 
would now turn his coat, and change his note, 
must do BO under the eye of his Sofer«{^." 

There was a deep pause. Those among the 
conspirators whom mere habit, or a denre of 
preserving consistency, had engaged in the affair, 
now saw with ten:or their retreat cut off; and 
others, who at a distance had regarded the pro- 
posed enterprize as hopeful, trembled when the 
moment of actually embarking in it was thus un. 
expectedly and almost inevitably, predpitated. 

** Bow now, my Iwds and gentlemen !** said 
Bedgaundet ; " Is it delight and rapture that 
keepa you thus ulentf where arc the eager wet- 
comes that should be paid your rightful King, 
who a second dme confides his person to the 
care of his subjects, undeterred by the hairr 
breadth escapes and severe privation* of his for* 
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mer expedition f I hope there is no gentleoian 
here that is not ready to redeem, in his Piince's 
presence, the pledge of fidelity which be offered 
in his absence ?" 

" I, St least," sffld the young nobleman, reso- 
lutely, and laying his hand on his sword, ** will 
not be thatcoward. If Charies is come to these 
shores, I will be the first to give him welcome, 
and to devote my life and fortune to his Bervice." 

*' Before Cot," sud Mr Meredith, " I do not 
see that Mr Bedoantlet has left ua anythiDg else 
to do." 

" Stay," said Summertreee, " there is yet one 
other question. Has he brought any of those 
Irish rapparees with him, who broke the neck of 
our lost glorious affair i" 

" Not a man of them," said Redgauntlet. 

*' I trust," Biud Dr Grumball, " that there are 
no Catholic priests in his company. I would not 
intrude on the private conscieace of my Sove- 
r^gn, but, OS an unworthy son of the Church 
of England, it is my duty to consider her se- 
curity." 

" Not a Popish d(^ or cat is there, to bark or 
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mev about his Majesty," said RedgauntlM- 
" Old Shaftesbury himself could not wish a 
prince^B person more aecure fnim Fopery — which 
may not be the worst religion in the world, nou 
ftithetandiog. — Any more doubts, gentlemen f 
cas DO more plaustble reasons bs discovered for 
poatpooing the paymmt of our duty, and di»- 
charge of our oaths and engagements ? Mean- 
time yoar King watts your declaration — ^by my 
faith he hath but a frozen reception !** 

" Bedgauntlet," sud Sir Kchard Glendale, 
calmly, " your reproaches shall not goad me into 
aaything of which my reason disapproves. That 
I respect my engagement as much as you do, is 
evident, since I am here, ready to support it 
with the best blood in my veins. But has the 
King really come hither entirely unattended f 

** He has no man with him but young •■■■ — , 
as aide-de-<yimp, and a ung^e valet-de-chambre." 

" No man ;— 4»ut, Kedgauntlet, as you are a 
gentlemmi, has he no woman with him i" 

Redgauntlet cast bis eyes oa the ground and 
replied, " I am soriy to say— Jie has.^ 

The company looked at each other, and re- 
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mtuncd ulent for a momenL At length Sir 
Richard proceeded. " I need not repeat to you, 
Mr RedgauDtlet, what is the well-grounded opi- 
nion of his Majesty's frifinds concerning that 
most unhappy connection ; there is but one 
Bcose and feeling amongst us upon the subject. 
I must conclude that our humble remwiatrauces 
were communicated by you, sir, to the King F" 

*' In the same strong terms ia which they 
were couched," replied Reclgauntlet. ** I love 
his Majesty's cause more than I fear lus displea- 
sure." 

" But, apparently, our humble expostulation 
has produced no effect. This lady, who has 
crept into his'bosom, has a sister in the Elector 
of Hanover's Court, and yet we are welt assu- 
red that every point of our most private commu- 
nicatioa is placed io her keeping." 

" Varium et mutabUe semper Jhmina^' said 
Dr Grumball. 

" She puts his secrets into her work-bag," 
said Maxwell ; " and out they fly whenever she 
opens it. If I must hang, I would wish it to be 
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in somewhat a better n^ than the string of a 
lady's huKey." 

" Ave you, too^ timung daataid. Maxwell i" 
mad Bedgau&tlet, in a whisper. 

" Not I," laid Maxwell ; " let us Bght for it, 
and let them win and wear us; but -to be betray- 
ed by a brimstone tike that——" 

" Be temperate, gentlemen," said Bedf^unU 
let ; "the foible of which you comphun.so he^. 
vily has always been that of kings and heroes ; 
which I feel strongly confident the Sing will 
surmount, upon the humble entreaty of his beat 
servants, and when he sees them ready to peril 
thor all in his cause, upon the slight condition 
of his resgning the aodety of a female faTOurite, 
of which I have seen reason to think he hath 
been himself for some time wearied. But let u* 
not press upcHi him rashly with our well-nieant 
zeal. He has a princely will, as becomes his 
princely birth, uid we gaitlemen, who are royal- 
ists, should be the last to take advantage of cir- 
cumstances to limit its exerdse. I am as much 
surprised and hurt bb you can he, to find that he 

VOL. III. K 



dbt Google 



MDU SABBATIVE. CHAI*. IX. 

amoi^ his acHierents, and all through the uifatu> 
ation with which he adheres to a woman who is 
the penaonarj of the present nuniater, as she 
was for years Sir Robert WalpcJe's. Let his 
Majesty send her back to the continent, and the 
sword on which I now lay my band shall instant- 
ly be unsheathed, and, I trust, many hundred 
others at the same momeat" 

The other persons present testified their uDa- 
nimoue acquiescence in what ^ lUchard G\&^■ 
dale had said. 

" I see you hare td^es yotir resolutions, gen- 
tlemen," said Redgauntlet ; " unwisely I think, 
because I believe that, by softer and more gene- 
rous proceedings, you would have been more 
likely to carry a point which I think as dea- 
rable as you do. But what is to be done if 
- Charles should refuse, with the inflexibility of 
his grandfather, to comply with this request of 
yours P Do you mean to abandon bim to his 
filter 

" God forbid t" sud Sir i^diard, hastily ; 
« and God forg^e you, Mr Bedgauntlet, for 
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breathing such a thought No 1 I fix one will* 
with all duty and bumiUty, see him safe back to 
hit vessel, and defend him with my life agaioBt 
whomsoever shall assul him. But when I bare 
seen his sails spread, my next act will be to ae- 
cBre> if I can, my own safety, by retiring to my 
house ; or, if I find oor engagemoit, iu is too 
probable, has taken wind, by BuneuderiDg my- 
self to ibe next Justice of Peace, and giving se- 
curity that hereaftw 1 shall live quiet^ and sub- 
mit to the ruling powers.^ 

Again the rest of the peisouB ^esent iatiina- 
ted iiuai agreement in 0[HniDn with the q>eaker. 

" Well, gentlemen," said Bedgauntlet, " it it 
not for me to oppose the o[nnion of every one ; 
and I must do you the justice to say, that the 
King has, in the present instance, neglected a 
condition of your agreement whiiji was laid b^ 
fore him in very distinct terms. The question 
now is, who is to acquaint him with the result of 
this conference P for I presume you would not 
wait on him in a body to make the proposal, that 
be should dismiss a person from hia fiuuily as the 
|wtce of your allegiance." 
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" I think Ml RedgauDtlet should make the 

explanation," sud Lord . " As he has,doubu 

less, done justice to our remonstrances hy com- 
municating them to the King, no one can, with 
sach proprie^ and force, state the natural and 
inaritable consequence of th«r being neglected. 

" Now, I think,*' said Bedgeunllet, " that 
those who make the objectioi should state it ; for 
I am confident the King will hardly brieve, on 
less authority than that of the heir of the loyal 
House of B — ■ — ' , that he is the first to seek an 
eva^on of faie pledge to join him." 

" An evaffion, air t* repeated Lord , Aace- 
ly. " I have borne too much from you alieady, 
and this I will not endure. FavcHir me with your 
company to the downs yonder." 

Redgauntlet laughed scornfully, and was about 
to follow the fiery young man, when Sir Richard 
again interposed. " Are we to exhibit," he said, 
" the last symptoms of the dissolution of our 
par^, by turning our swwda against each otber ? 

— ^Be patient. Lord ; on such conferences 

as this, much must pass unquestioned which 
mif^t brook challenge eliewbere. Thereisapri- 
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nicge of puty as of parliament — men canoot, in 
emei^ncj, stand upon picking phratee.— -Gen- 
tlemen, if you-vill extend your confidence in me 
80 far, I will wait upon his Majesty, and I hope 
my Lord ■■■- and Mr Redgauntlet will accc»D- 
pany me. I trust the explanation of this un[dau 
aant matter will prove entirely satisfactory, and 
that we shall find ourselvea at liberty to render 
our homage to our Soverdgn without reserre^ 
when I for one will be the first to peril all m his 
just quarrel." 

Redgauntlet at once stepped forward. " My 
lotd," fae stdd, '* if my zeal made me say any- 
thing in the digfatest degree c^ensive, I wish it 
UDsaid, and ask your pardon. A gentleman can 
do no more." 

** I eavAd not have asked Mr Redgauntlet to 
do so much," sud the young nobleman, willing- 
ly accepting the hand which Redgauntlet ofibred. 
" I know no man living frcxn whom I could take 
BO much reproof without a sense of degradation 
as from himself." 

" Let me then lu^, my lord, that you wHl go 
with Sir Richard and me to the presence^ Your 
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mnn Uood will heat our zeal our colder ie> 
aolves will temper yours." 

The young lord moiled, and shook his bead. 
" AUb! Mr Redgauntlet," he b^, " I am 
«aliained to b^, that in zeal yon surpan us alL 
fiat I will not refuse this nuttiiHi, providing yon 
1^ permit Sir Arthur, your aef^w, dao to ac- 
ctKopany ub." 

*' My nephew 1" sud Bedgauatlet, and seemed 
to heiitate^ then added, " Most certainly. — I 
trust," he said, looking at Donie, " he will bring 
to his Prince's presence such sentiments as fit the 



It seemed, howerer, to Uarne, (hat his uncle 
would rathw have left him behind, bad he not 
feared that he might in that case bave been in- 
fluenced by, or might perhaps lumself infiuoice, 
die unresolved craifederates with whom he must 
have asBodated during bis sbseice. 

" I will go," said Bedgauotlet, " and request 



In a momeDt after he returned, and without 
speaking, motioned fat the young noblonan to 
advance. He did so, followed by Sir Bicfaard 
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Glend^ and Darne, Redgcuntlet fainuelf briog- 
iog up the rear. A short passage, and a few 
steps brought them to tlw door of the tem- 
poraiy fH-eseDce-chaniber, in which the Royal 
Wanderer was to receive their homage. It was 
the upper loft ot one of those cottages which 
made additions to the Old Idd, poorly fur- 
nished, dusty, and in disorder ; for rash as the 
euterprixe might be considered, they had bem 
still careful not to draw the attention of strangers 
by any particular attentions to the perscoial ac- 
commodation of the Prince. He was seated, 
wh«i the deputies, as they might be tamed, of 
luB remaining adherents entered ; and as he rose, 
and came forward and bowed, in acceptance of 
thor salutation, it was with-a dignified courtesy 
which at once supplied whatever was defident in 
external pomp, and conTerted the wretched gar. 
ret into a saloon worthy of the occasion. 

It is needless to add, that he was the same per- 
sonage already introduced in the character td 
Father Buonaventure, by y hicb name he was di»- 
tinguished at Furladies. His dress was not diffe- 
rent from what he Uien wore, excepting that he 
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had a loose lictin^^xiat of camlet, under which he 
carried an effident cut-and-thrust Bword^ iostead 
of bis walluDg rqiier, and also a pair of pistols. 

Bedgauntlet presented to him succesdvel; the 
young Lord , and hb Unsman, Sir Artbor 

Darue Redgauntlet^ who trembled as, bowing 
and kisnng his band, he found faimEelf surprised 
into what mig^tbe construed an act of high trea- 
son, which yet he saw no safe means to avoid. 

Sir ]^chard Glendale seemed personally known 
to Charles Edward, who received him with a 
mixture of dignity and affection, and seemed to 
sympathize with the tears which rushed into that 
gentleman's eyes as be bid his Majesty welcome 
to bis native kingdom. 

" Yes, my good Sir Richard," said the unfor- 
tunate Prince, in a tone melandioly yet resolved, 
" Charles Edward is with bis faithful friends once 
more — not, perhaps, -mth bis former gay bopa 
which undervalued danger, but. with the same 
determined contempt of the worst which can be- 
&11 bim, in claiming his own rights and those of 
)u8 country." 
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" I r^oice, sire — and yet, alas I I must also 
gnere, to see you once more on the firitigh 
shores," said Sir Bichard Glendale, and stopped 
short — a tumult of contradictory fedings pre- 
venting his farther utterance. 

" It is the call of my faithful and suffering 
people whidi alone could have induced me to take 
once more the sword in my hand. For my own 
part» Sir Richard^ ^en I have reflected how 
many of my loyal and devoted friends perished 
by the sword and by proscription, or died indi- 
gent and neglected in a foreign land, I have 
often sworn that no view to my personal aggran- 
dizement should again induce me to a^tete a 
title which has cost my followers so dear. But 
ranee so many men of worth and honour conceive 
the cause of England and Scotland to be linked 
with that of Charles Stuart, I must fc^w their 
brave example, and, laying aade all other consl- 
derations, once more stand forward as their deli- 
verer> I am, however, cwne hither upon your 
invitation ; and as you are so completely acquaint^ 
ed with arcunutancea to which my absence must 
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necessarily hftve rendered me a stranger, I' must 
be a msK tool in the hands of my friends. I 
Imow well I never con refer myself imphdtly to 
more loyal hearts or wiser heeds, than Herries 
Bedgauatlet, end Sir Richard Glendale. Give 
me your advice, then, how we are to proceed, and 
decide upon the fate of Charles Edward." . 

Hedgauntlet looked at Sir Bicbard, as if to 
say, ** Can you ipresa any additional or unplea- 
sant condition at a moment hke this ?"" And the 
other shook his head and looked down, as if his 
resolution was unaltered, and yet as feeling all 
the delicacy of the rituadon. 

There was a silence, which was broken by the 
unfortunate representative of an unhappy dy- 
nasty, with some appearance of irritation. " This 
is strange, gratlemen," he said ; " you have sent 
for me from the bosom of my iamily, to head an 
adventure of doubt and danger ; and when I 
come, your own minds seem to be still irresolute. 
I had not expected this on the part (^ two such 
men.'" 

** For me, nre," said B«dgauDtlet, " the Bteel 
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of inj swaeA. is not truer than the temp^ of my 
mind." 

" My Lord — — 's and mine are equaliy so," 
said Sir Richard ; <' but you had in charge, Mr 
Bedgauntlet, to convey pur request to his Ma- 
jesty, cou}ded with certain conditions." 
' " And X discharged my duty to bis Majesty 
and to you," sud Redgauntlet. 

*' I looked at no condition, f^tlemen," said 
their King irith dignitj, ** save that which called 
me here to assert my rights in person. 7%ii X 
have fulfilled at no common ri^. Here I stand 
to keep my word, and I expect of you to be true 
to yours." 

*' There was, or diould have been, something 
more than that in our proposal, please your Ma- 
jesty," sud Sir Bichard. " There was a ci»)di- 
Uon annexed to it." 

'* I saw it not," smd Charles, interrupting 
him. " Out of tenderness towards the noble 
hearts of whom I think bo highly, I would neither 
see nor read anything which could lessen them in 
my loTC and my esteem. Conditions can have 
DO part betwixt Prince and subject" 
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" Sire>" said Bedgaiintlet, kneeliog on one 
knee, " I see &oin Sir Richard's countenance 
he deems it mj fault that your Majesty seems 
ignorant of what your subjects denred that I 
should communicate to your Majesty. For Hea* 
ven's sake I for the sake of all my past serrices 
and sufferings, leave not such a stain upon my 
honour ! The note, Number D., of which this is 
a copy, referred to the punful subject to which 
Sir Richard again directs your attention." 

** You press upon me, gentlemen,* said the 
Fiince, cdouiing highly, " recollections, which, 
as I hold tbem most alien to your character, I 
would willingly have banished from my memory. 
I did not suppose that my loyal subjects would 
tbink io poorly of me, as to use my depressed ar- 
cunutances as a reason for foidng themselves 
into my domestic privates, and stipulating ar- 
rongemeats with thor King regarding matters, 
in which the meanest binds claim the privilege 
of thinking for themselves. In a&irs of state 
and puUic policy, I will ever be giuded as be< 
comes a pnnce, by the advice of my wisest coun- 
sellors ; in those whidi regard my private affec- 
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lioos, and my domestic arraogemeDts, I clum 
the same freedom of will which I allow to all 
my suljects, and witliout which a crown were 
ieaa worth wearing than a beggar's bonnet,** 
. " May it please your Majesty," stud Sir Bich- 
ardGrlendale, " I see it must he my lot to speak 
unwilling truths ; but believe me, X do so mth as 
much profound respect as. deep regret It is 
tru^ we hare called you to head a mighty un- 
dertaking, and that your Mfyesty, preferring 
honour to safety, and the love of your country 
to your own ease, has condescended to become 
our leader. But we abo ptnnted out as a neces- 
sary and indispensable preparatory step to the 
achievement of our purpose — and, I must say, as 
a positive condition of our engaging in it — that 
. on individual, supposed,— I presume not to guess 
bow truly, — to have your Majesty's more inUmate 
confidence, and believed, I will not say on abso- 
lute proof, but upon the most pregnant suspicion, 
to be capable of betraying that confidence to the 
Elector of Hanover, should .be removed from 
your royal household and society." 
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" This is too inac^nt. Sir Ricfaard I" said 
Charles Edward. " Hare ^u inveigled me into 
your power to but me in thisunseranlymamier? 
— rAnd you, Bedgauntlet, why did yon su^ 
matters to oome to such a -pmat as thia, without 
making me more distinctly aWaie what insidts 
were to be pradised on me ?" 

" MygradouB Prince," said BedgamUkt, ** I 
am BO far to blame in this, that I did not think 
so dligfat an impediment ai that of a woman''s •»• 
dety could have really interrupted an underta- 
king of this magmtude. I am a plain man. Sire, 
and speak but bluntly ; I could not have dreamt 
but what, wifiiin the first fire minutesof this ii^ 
. terview, either Sir Richard and his friends would 
have ceased to insist upon a condition so ungrate- 
ful to your Majesty, orthat your Majesty would 
have sacrificed this unhappy attachment to the 
sound advice, or even to the over-anxious sus- 
jndons, of so many fiuthfiil subjects. I saw no 
entanglement in such a difficulty, which on uther 
ode might not have been broken through like a 
cobweb." , 
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" You were niistaken^ at," Baid Charlea Ed- 
ward, " entirely Diistakea—«s much so as you are 
at this mometit, when you think in your heart 
my refusal to comply with this insolent proposi- 
tion is dictated bya childish and romantic pAsuon 
for this individual I tdl you, ur, I could port 
with that individual to-morrow, without an in- 
stant's regret— that I have had thoughts of dis- 
mlssiDg her from my court, for reasons known to 
myself; but that I will never betray my rights 
as a sovereign and a man, by taking this step to 
secur^ the fevour of any one, ot to purchase that 
alle^ance which, if you owe it to me at all, is 
due to me as my Ixrth-right.'' 

" I am sorry for this," said Redgauntlet ; " I 
hope both your Majes^ and Sir Bichard will 
reconnder your resolutions, or forbear this dis- 
cusuon, in a conjuncture so presmng. I trust 
your Majesty will recollect that you are on hos- 
tile ground ; that our preparations cannot have 
so far escaped notice as to permit us now with 
safe^ to retreat from our purpose ; insomuch, 
that it is with.the dewiest Mudety of heart I fore- 
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see even danger to your own royal penoa, uoless 
you can generously ^ve your subjects the satis- 
factum, which Sir Richard seems to thbk they 
are obstinate in demanding." 

** And deep indeed your aiodety ought to he," 
said the Prince. " Is it in these circumstances 
of p^wmal danger in whidi you expect to over- 
come a resolution, which is founded on a sense of 
what is due to me as a man or a prince ? If tbc 
axe and scaffold were ready before the windows 
of Whitehall, I would rather tread the same path 
with my great-grandfather, thaii concede the 
slightest point in which my honour is concerned." 

He spoke these words with, a determined ac- 
cent, and looked around him on the company, 
all of whom (excepting DArsie, who saw, be 
thought, a f^r period to a most perilous enter- 
prize) seemed in deep anxiety and confusion. At 
length, Sir Richard spoke in a solemn and me- 
lancholy tone. 

" If the safety," be said, " of poor Richard 
Glendale w«re alone concerned in this matter, I 
have never valued my life enough to weigh it 
against the slightest point of your Majesty's ser- 
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vice. But I am but a messenger — acommiBsiober, 
who must execute my trust, and upon whom a 
thousand voices will cry Curse and woe, if I do 
it not with fidelity. All of your adherents, even 
RedgaunUet himself, see certaui ruin to this en. 
terprize — the greatest danger to your Majesty's 
person — the utter destruction of all your party 
and Enends, if the^ iamt not on the point, whicb, 
unfortunately, your Majesty is so unwilling to 
concede. I speak it with a heart full of anguish 
— ^with a tongue unable to utt» my emotions — 
but it must be spoken — the fatal truth — that if 
your royal goodness cannot yield to us a boon 
which we hold necessary to our security and 
your own, your Majesty with one word disarms 
ten thousand men, ready to draw their swords in 
your behalf; <», to speak yet more plainly, you 
annihilate even the semblance of a royal party in 
Great Britain." 

" And why do you not add,"* said the Prince, 
scornfully, " that the men who have been ready 
to assume arms in my behalf, will atone for their 
treason to the Elector, by delivering me up to 
the fate for which so many proclamations have 
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destined me ? Cony my head to 8t Jan«s'8, 
gentlemen ; you will do a mote acceptable and a 
more hfmaurable action, than, having inveigled 
me into a situation irhidi places me so completely 
in your power, to dishimour yourselves by pro- 
pontions whidi dishonour me.* 

" My Giod, ore T exclaimed Sir Bichard, daBp- 
ing his hands tt^ether, in impatience, ** c^ vbat 
great and inex[uable crime can your Majesty's 
ancestors have been guilty, that they have he&t 
puiushed by the infliction of jodidal blindness mi 
their whole generation 1 — Come, my Lord — — , 
we must to our inends,^ 

" By your leave, Sir Bicbord," sud the young 
Doblonan, ** not till we have learned what mea- 
sures con be taken for his Majesty's personal 
safety." 

*' Care not for me, young man," said Charles 
Edward ; " when I was in the society of High- . 
land rd)berB and cattle-drovos, I was safer than 
I now bold myself among the representatives of 
the best blood in England.— Farewell, gmUe- 
men — I will sbift for myself.'' 

" This must never 'be," sud RedgauntleL 
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*' het me that brought jou to the point of dan* 
ger, at least provide for your safe retreat" 

So saying, he hastily left the apartment, fol- 
lowed by his nephew. The Wanderer, averting 
his eyes fnun Lord —— and Sir mdurd Glen- 
dale, threw himself into a seat at the upper end 
of the iqtartme&t, While they, in much anxiety, 
stood together, at a distance from him, and con- 
versed in whispers. 
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CHAPTER X. 

NAEBATIVK continukb. 

When Redgauntlet left the room, in haste 
and discomposure, the first person he met on the 
sfaur, and indeed so close by the door of the 
apartmeot that Darae thought he must have been 
listenbig there, mis his attendant Nixon. 

" What the devil do you here ?* he said, 
abruptly and sternly. 

** I wait your orders," said Nixon. " I hope 
airs right P — excuse my zeal." 

*' All b wrong, uf — Where is the seafaring 
fetlov — Ewart — ^what do ye call him P" 

" Nanty Ewart, sir — I will carry your com- 
mands," said Nixon. 
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" I will deliver them myself to bim," said 
B«dgauntlet ; " coll him hither." 

" But should your honour leave the preaence ?" 
said Nixon, stjU lingering. 

" 'Sdeath, sir, do you prate to me P" stud Red- 
gauntlet, beading hig brows. *' I, or, transact 
my own buuness ; you, I am tdd, act by a rag- 
ged deputy." 

Without farther answer, Nixon departed, r». 
ther disconcertecl, as it seemed to Carne. 

" That dog turns insolent and lazy," sud 
Redgauntlet ; " but I must bear with him for a 
while." 

A moment after, Nixon returned with Ewart. 

'* Is this the smu^ling fellow i" demanded 
Bedgaondet 

Nixon nodded. 

" Is he sober now ? — he was brawling anon." 

'* Sober enough for budness," said Nixon. 

■* Well then, hark ye, Ewart-^nan your boat 
with your best hands, and have her by the ]ner 
—get your other fellows on board the bri^— if 
you have any cargo left throw it overboard, it 
shall be all paid, five times over — and be ready 
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' iota Start to Wales or the Hebrides, or perbapi - 
for Sveden or Norway." 

Ewart ftOswered, sullenly enou^, " Ay, ay, 
sir." 

'* Go mth him, Nnon," said Bedgaimtlet, 
fordng himself to spedt with stHiie appearance of 
ccffdiality to the servutt with whom he was <^- 
fended ; *' see he does his duty." 

Bvart left the house sullenly, followed by 
Nixon. The sulor was just in that spedes of 
drunken humour which mode him jealous, pos- 
nonate, fond troublesome, without shewing any 
othrar disordo' than that of irritatnlity. As he 
walked towards the beac^ ha kept muttering to 
himself, but in such a tone that his companion 
lost not a wfird, '* Smuggling fellow— Ay, smug- 
ger—and, start your cargo into the sea^— and 
be ready to start for the Hebrides, or Sweden 
— or the devil I suppose.— Well, and what if 
I sud in answer— Rebel— JacolHte— traitor^ 
I'll make you and your d-nl confederates walk 
the plank—I have^een better men do it — half- 
a-score of a morning— when I wu across the 
Line." 
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*' D— ^ unhandflomc tenns those RedgsuDtkt 
used to 70U, brother," ttoA Nixon. 

" Which do you mean ?" said Ewsrt, atartingf 
and recoUecting himself. " I have been at my 
cAd trade of thinking aloud, bare I P" 

" No matter," answered Nixon, " none but a 
friend heard you. You caonot have forgotten 
how Redgauntlet dinnned you this morning." 

" Why I would bear no malice about thaN— 
only he is so cursedly high and saucy," tad 
Ewart 

" And tfaat," stud Nism, " I know you for a 
tnieJiearted ProtestanL" 

" That I am, by O-^" Kud Bwart "No, the 
Spaniards could never get my religion fitHU me." 

" And a friend to King Gewge, and the Ha- 
nover line of BuccesHcm," sud Nixon, still walk- 
ing and speaking very slow. 

" You may swear X am, excepting in the way 
of bunness, as Tumpensy says. I like King 
George, but I can't affi»d to pay dutteB." 

" You are outlawed, I beUere," said Nixon. 

" Am I ? — faith I beUeve I am," said Ewart. 
" I wish I were mltae^ again with all my heart 



dbt Google 



NARRATIVE. CHAP. X. 



— But come along, we must get all ready for our 
peremptory gentleman, I suppose." 

*' I will teach you a better trick,^' said Nixon. 
" There is a bloody pack of rebels yonder." 

" Ay, we all know that," said the smuggler ; 
" but the snow-ball's melUng, I think." 

** There is smne one ytmder, whose head is 
worth— thirty— thousand— pounds— of sterling 
money," said Nixon, pauung between each word, 
as if to enforce the magnificence of the sum. 

" And what of lliat ?" sud Ewart, quickly. 

" Only that if, instead of lying by the fner 
with yonr men on their oars, if you will just 
carry your boat on board just now, and take no 
notice of any ngnal from the shore, by G — d, 
Nanty Ewart, I will make a man of you for 
life." 

" Oh, ho ! then, the Jacobite gentry are not 
so safe as they think thcanselvesj" said Nan^. 

" In an hour or two," replied Nixon, " they 
will be made safer in Carlisle Castle." 

" The devil they will !" said Ewart ; " and 
you have been the informer, I suppose?" 

'* Yes; I have been ill pud for my service 
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among the lUdgauntleta — have scarce got dc^'s 
vages — and been treated worse than ever dog 
was used. I have the old fox and bis cubs in 
' the name trap now, Nanty ; and we'll see how a 
certun joung lady will Look then. You see I 
am frank with you, Nanty." 

" And I will be as frank with you," eoid the 
smuggler ; " you are a d — d old traitor — traitra- 
to the man whose bread you eat ! Me help to 
betray poor devils, that have been so often be- 
trayed myself I— Notif they wereahundredPopes, 
Devils, and Pretenders. I will bock and tell 
them their danger— they are part of caigo — re- 
gularly invoiced— put under my charge by the 
owners — I'll back " 

" You are not stark mad P" Bud Nixon, who 
now saw he had miscalculated in suppo^ng 
Nanty's wild ideas of honour and fidelity could 
be ijiaken even by resentment, or by his Pro- 
testant partialities. " You shall not go back — 
it is all a joke." 

*' I'll back to Redgauntlet, and sec whether 
it is a joke he will laugh at" 
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" My Bfe is lost if you do," swd NiwHH— , 
" hear reason." 

They were m a clump or cluster of tall furze 
at the momect they wne i^Kaldng, about half 
way between the pier and the house, but not in 
a direct line, firom wbich Nixon, whose ol^ect it 
was to gain time, had induced Ewart to diverge 
insennUy. 

He now saW' the necessity of taking a despe- 
rate resolution. " Hear reason," he said ; and 
added, as Nanty still endeavoured to pass bim, 
" Or else hear this l" dischar^ng a pocket-pistol 
into the unfortunate man's body. 

Nanty staggered, but kept his feet. ** It 
has cut my back-bone asunder," he siud ; " you 
have done me tfae last good office, and I will not 
die ungrateful." 

As be uttered the last words, he collected hid 
remmning strength, stood firm fw an instant, 
drew his hanger, and, mth both hands, cut Cris- 
tal Ifixon down. The blow, struck with all the 
eneigy of a desperate and dying man, exhibited 
a force to which Ewarfs exhausted frame might 
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luve Beemed inadequate ;— it deft the htt trhidi 
the irretch Tore, thoa^ secured by a plate of iron 
within the lining, bit deep into his BkuU, and there 
left a fragment of the weapon, which was broke 
by the fuiy of the blow. 

One of the seamen of the lugger, who strolled 
up, attracted by the firing of the {nstol, thou^, 
being a small one, the report was very tiiflbg, 
found both the unfistunate men stark dead. 
Ahumed at what he saw, which he conceived to 
hsvQ been the consequence of some unsueces«ful 
aigagement betwixt hii late cMumando- and a 
revenue officer, (for Nizon chanced not to be per- 
sonally known to him,) the sulor hastened back 
to the boat, in order to apprize his comrades of 
Nasty's fate, and to advise them to take off them- 
selves and the vessel 

Mean^e Redgauntlet, having, as we have 
seen, dispatched Nixon for the purpose of secu- 
ring a retreat for the unfortunate Charles in case 
of extremity, returned to the apartment where he 
had left the Wanderer, He now found him alone. 

*' Sir i^chard Glendale," said the unfortunate 
Prince, " with bis young friend, has gone to con< 
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suit their adherents now in the house. Bed- 
gauntlet, my fnend, I will not blame you tot the 
circumBtances in wfaldi I find myself, though I 
am at once placed in danger, and rendered con< 
temptible. But you ought to have stated to me 
more strongly the wdgjbt which these gentlemen 
attached to their insolent {OT^KmtJoii. You should 
have told me that no compromise would have any 
effect — that they demied not a Fiince to govern 
them, hut one, on the contrary, over whom they 
were to exercise restnunt on all occasions, from 
t^ highest afiturs of the state, down to the most 
intimate and private concerns of his own privacy, 
which the most wdjoary men desire to keep secret 
and sacred fitnn interference." 

" God knows," said Redgauntlet, in much 
ufptation, " I acted for the heat when I pressed 
your Mi^esty to come hither— I never thought 
that your Hajes^, at such a crioe, would have 
scrupled, when a kingdom ;wa8 in view, to sacri- 
&ce an attachment, which " 

" Peace, sir !" said Charles ; *' it is not for you 
to estimate my feelings upon such a sul^ecl." 

Redgauntlet coloured high, and bowed pro- 
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foundty. " At least," fa« resumed, *' I hoped 
that some middle way might be found, and it 
shall— and must. — Come with me, nephew. We 
will to these gentlemen, and I am confident I will 
bring back heart-Barring tidings." 

" I mil do much to ccnnply with them, Bed- 
gauntlet. I am loth, having again set my foot 
on British land, to quit it without a blow for my 
right. But this which they demand of me is a 
d^;radad(m, and compliance is impossible." 

Bedgauntlet, followed by his nephew, the un- 
wiUiog spectator of this extraordinary scene, 
left ooce more the apartment of the adventurouB 
Wanderer, and was met on the top of the stairs 
by Joe Crackenthorpe. " Where are the other 
gentlemen ?" he sud. 

. " Yonder, in the west banack," answered Joe j 
" but. Master Ingoldsby,"— that was the name 
by whidi Bedgauntlet was most generally known 
in Cumberland^ — " I wished to say to you that ! 
must put yonder folk together in one room." 

" What folk ?" said Bedgauntlet, impatiently. 

" Why, them prisoner stranger folk, as you 
bid Cristal Nixon look after. Lord lore you ■ 
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this u a laige bouse mow, but we cannot bare 
separate lock-ups for folks, as they have in New- 
gate or in Bedlam. Yonder's a mad b^gar, that 
is to be a great man when be wins a law-suit, 
Loid help him ! — ^Vtmdei's a Quako* and a law- 
ya dunged with a riot ; and, ecod, I must make 
one key and one lock keep them, fta we are 
choke full, and you have smt off old Nixon, that 
could have given one some help in this confu- 
toon. Bendes, they take up every one a room, 
and call for noughts <m earth, — excepUng the old 
man, who calls lustily enough, — but he has not a 
penny to pay shot" ' 

'* Do as tbou wik with them," sud Redgaunt- 
let, who had listened impatiently to his state- 
ment, *' so thou doest but keep them from getting 
out and maldng some aiaim in the country, I 
care not" 

*' A' Quaker and a lawyer !" 8«d Darne. 
** This must be Fairford and Geddes.— Uncle, 
X must request o£ you — " 

*' Nay, nephew," interrupted Bedgauntlet, 
" this is no time for asking questions. You 
shall yourself dedde upon thdr fate in the course 
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of an hour — no harm whatsoever is designed 
them." 

So saying, he hurried towards the place where 
the Jacobite gentlemen were holding th^ coun- 
<ul, and Darne followed him, in the hope that 
the obstacle which had arisen to the prosecudon 
of their desperate adventure would prove unsur- 
mountahle, and spare him the necessity of a dan- 
gerous and violent rupture with bis uncle. The 
discussions among them were very eager; the 
more daring part of the conepirators, who had 
little but life to lose, being desirous to proceed 
at all hazards ; while the others, whom a sense of. 
honour and a reluctance to disavow long-cherish- 
ed principles had brought forward, were per- 
haps not ill satisfied to have a fair apology for 
. declining an adventure, into which they bad en- 
tered with more of reluctance than zeal. 

Meanwhile Joe Crockenthorpe, avalUng him- 
self of the hasty permission attained from Red- 
gauntlet, proceeded to assemble in one apartment 
those whose safe custody had been thought ne- 
cessary; and without much con»dering the pro- 
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priety of the matter, he seleoted for Uie common 
place of confinement, the room which Lilias had 
once her brother's departure occuped alone. It 
had a BlrcHig lock, and was double^fabiged, which 
pn>bably led to the preference assigned to it as a 
{riaee of seciiri^. 

Into this, Joe, with little ceremony, and a good 
deal c^ noise, introduced the Quakw and Fair- 
ferd ; the first expounding the immorality, the 
other the illegality of his proceedings ; and he 
taming a deaf ear both to the one and the other. 
Next he pudied in, almost jn headlong fashion, 
the unfortuoete htigant, who having made some 
reristance at the threshold, and received a violent 
thrust in consequence, came rushing forward, like 
a ram in the act of charing, mth such impetus, 
as must have osrried him to the top of the room, 
and struck the cocked hat which sat perched on 
the top of his tow wig against Itfiss Redgaunt- 
let's person, had not the honest Quaker inter- 
nlpted his career by seinng him by the collar, 
and bringing him to a stand, " Friend,* said 
he, with the real good breeding which so often 
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subrista independeDtly of cereswiuil, " thou ut 
DO company for that young pentm ; she ia, thoa 
Bcett, fiigbtOKd at our being bo suddenly thrust 
io hither ; and although that be ao fault of ours, 
yet it wiU become us to behave dvlily towarda 
her. Wherefore cune thou with me to this inn* 
doiWf and I will tell thee what it ccMwema thee to 
know." 

** And what for should I no speak to the 
leddy, ftiend P" sud Peter, who was now about 
holf aeas over. *' I hare ^ke to leddtes before 
now, man — What tax should she be frightened 
at me ? — I am nae bogle, I ween. — ^What are ye 
poMo' me that gate for F — ^Ye mil rive my coat, 
and I will have a good action for having myself 
made smrfum atque tectum at your expenses." 

Notwithstanding this threat, Mr Geddes, 
whose muscles were as strong aa his judgment 
was sound and his tonper sedate, led Poor Peter, 
under the soise of a ccmtrol agnnst which be 
could not struggle, to the farther comer of the 
i^Mrtment, where, plating htm, whether he would 
or no, in a chur, he sat down beside him, and ef- 
fectually prevented his umoying the young lady. 
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Upon whom he had seemed bent on confeiriDg 
the delights of hia society. 

If Feter had immediately recognized his coun- 
sel learned in the law, it is probable that not 
even the benevolent efforts of the Quaker could 
have kept him in a state of restraint ; but Fair- 
ford's back was turned towards bis client, whose 
opdcs, besides b^ng somewhat dazzled with ate 
and brandy, were speedily engaged in contem- 
plating a half-crown which Joshua held between 
his finger and his thumb, saying, at the same 
time, " Friend, thou art indigent and improvi- 
dent. This will, well employed, procure thee sus- 
tentation of nature for more than a single day ; 
and I will bestow it on thee if thou wilt ^t here 
and keep me company ; for neither thou nor I, 
friend, are fit company for ladies." 

" Speak for yourself, friend," said Peter, 
scornfully ; " I was aye ken'd to be agreeable to 
the fur sex ; and when I was in business I served 
the leddies wi^ anither sort of decorum than 
Plainstanes, the d — d awkward scoundrel ! It was 
one of the articles of dittay between us." 

" Well, but, friend," said the Quaker, who ob- 
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served that the young lady still seeiued to fear 
Peter's inttuaon, " I wish to bear thee q>eak 
about this great law-suit of thine, which bos been 
matter c^ such celebrity.^ 

'* Celebrity ?— Ye may swear that," said Peter, 
fw the string was touched to which bis crazy 
imagination always vibrated. " And I dinna 
wonder that folks that judge thmgs by thrar out- 
ward grandeur, should think me something worth 
thor envying. It's very true that it is grandeur 
upon earth to hear ane's name thunnered out 
along the long-arched roof of the Outer-House, 
— < Poor Peter Peebles against Plainstoues, et per 
contra / a' the best lawyers ia the bouse fleang 
like eagles to the prey ; some because they are 
in the cause, and some because they want to be 
diougbt engaged, (for there are tricks in other 
trades by selling muslins) — to see the reporters 
mending th^ pens to take down the debate — 
the Lords themselves pooin' in their chairs, like 
folk sitting down to a gude diimer, and crying 
oo the derks for parts and pendicles of the pro- 
cess, who, puir bodies, can do little mair than cry 
on their closet-keepers to help them. To sec a* 
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tliis," caatinued Peter^ m a tone of tEUstained 
rapture, " and to ken that naethiog will be said 
or duneamatig a' thae grand folk, for mayb* the 
feck of three hours, Baving what concerns ;ou 
and your husuesG — O, man^ nae wonder that ye 
judge this to be earthly glory 1— And yet, neigb- 
hour, as I was saying, tba« be unco drawbacks 
—I whiles think of my bit house^ where dinner, 
and supper, and breakfast usee! to come without 
du crying fw, juit as if fairies had brought it*M. 
and the gude bed at e^en-i-and the needfu' penny 
in the pouch.— And then to See a^ ane'a waridly 
si^wtance capering in the ak in a pair of weigb- 
bauk*, now up, now down, as the breath of judge 
or couDsd inclines it fcir pursuer or defender,— 
troth, man, there are times I rue having ever 
begun the plea wark, though maybe when ye 
contdder the rraiown uid credit I have by it, ye 
will hardly believe what I am saying." 

" Indeed, friend,^ said Joshua, with a sigh, 
*' I am gUd thou hast found anything in the 
legal contention whic^ compensates thee for pa- 
ver^ and hunger ; but I believe, irere other hu- 
man objects of amlHlioo looked apon m doae- 
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ly, their advuitagea would be found as chimerical' 
as those attending thy pfotracted lidgaUon.'' 

" But never miDd, fiiend,^ said Peter, " I'll 
tell you the exact etete of the conjunct proeeUM, 
and make you senable that I can biing mywll 
round with a wet finger> now I have jny finger 
and my thumb on thii loup-the-dike locni, tha 
lid Fairford." 

Alan Ffutford was in the act of Bpebking to 
the masked tady, (for Miss Redgauntlet had rei 
tuned her riding vimrd,) endeavouring to assure 
her, as he perceived her anxiety, of sucli protec* 
tioD as be could afibrd, whea his own name, pio^ 
nounced in a loud tone, attracted his attenUon. 
He looked round, and seeing Peter Peebles, as 
hastily turned to avoid his nodce, in whidi h* 
succeeded, eo earnest was Peter up(m his colloquy 
with one of the most respectable auditors whose 
attention he had ever been able to engage. And 
by this little modon, momentary as it was, Alan 
guned an unexpected advantage ; for while be 
looked round, Miss Lilias, I could never ascertain 
why, took the moment to adjust her mask, antl did 
it 80 awkwardly, that when her companion agun 
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turned bis head, he recognized as much of her 
features as authorized him to address her as liis 
fair client, and to press hia offers of protection 
and assistance with the boldness of a former ac- 
quaintance. 

Liliaa Redgauntlet withdrew the mask frmn 
lier crimsoned cheek. *' Mr Furford," she said, 
in a voice almost inaudible, " you have the cha- 
racter of a young gentleman of sense and gene- 
rosity ; but we have already met in one utuaUon 
which you must think ungular ; and I must be 
exposed to misciHistniction, at least, for my for- 
wardness, were it not in a cause in which my 
dearest afiectionB yreae ctHicemed.*' 

" Any interest in my beloved Ineud Darsie 
LaUmer," aeud. Fwrford, stepjnng a little back, 
and putting a marked restraint upon bis former 
advances, *' ^ves me a double right to be useful 
to " He stopped short. 

" To his aster, your goodness would say," re- 
plied Ijlias. 

. "HiasAter, madam!" replied Alan, in the ex- 
tremity of aetonishment— " Sister, I presume, in 
affection only." 
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" No, sir ; my dear brother Darsie and I are 
connected by the bonds of actual relationship ; 
and I am not sorry to be the firat to tell this to 
the friend be most values." 

Fatrford's first thought was on the viol^it pas- 
sion which Darue had expressed towards the fair 
unknown. " Good God !" be exclaimed, " bow 
did he bear the discovery ?" 

" With reagnation, I hope," sud Lilias, ami' 
liaf{. " A more accomplished aistei he migb 
eafflly have come by, but scarcely have found 
one who could love him more than I do." 

*< I meant — I only meant to say ,^ said the 
young counsellor, his presence of mind fuling 
him for a moment — " that is, I meant to ask 
where Darsie Latimer is at this moment-" 

" In this very house, and under the guardian, 
ship of his uncle, whom I believe you knew as a 
victor of your father, under the name of Mr 
Henies of Birrenswork.^' 

'* Let me hasten to him," stud Furford ; '* I 
have sought him through difficulties and dangers 
—I must see him instantly." 
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" You forget you are a piisoner,*^ sud the 
young lady. 

*< Tru^— true ; but I cannot be long detun- 
ed—the cause alleged is too ridiculous." 

" Alas r said Lilias, *' our fate — my brother's 
and mine, at least— muet turn on the delibera- 
tions perhaps of less than an hour. — For you, «r, 
I believe and apprehend nttthing but tome re- 
fitratot ; ^y uncle is neither cruel nor unjust, 
though few will go farther in the cause vluch he 
has adopted." 

" Which is that of the Freteod— " 

" For God's sake «peak lower V said liliaa, 
i^>proachiog her band, as if to stop bim. " The 
word may cost you your life. You do not know 
' — indeed you do not— the terrors of the ntuad(m 
in which we at present stand, and in which I fear 
you also are involved by your frididship for my 
brother." 

*' I do not indeed know the particulars of our 
situation," sud Faiiford ; '* but, be the danger 
what it nay, I shall not grudge my share of it 
for the sake of my friend; or," he added, with 
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move timidity, " of my inend*i sister, lict me 
hojpe^ he 8(ud> " my dear Miss Ladma, that 
my presence may be of aome use to you ; and 
that it may be so, let me entreat a dure of your 
confidence, which I am conscaous I have other- 
mse no light to ask," 

He led her> as he spoke, towards the leoess oi 
ibe farther window of the rotmi, and observing to 
her that, imbapfnly, he was particularly exposed 
to interruptioo from the mad oLd man whose a^ 
trance hod alanoed her, he disposed of Darue 
Latjmer'^ riding-skirt, which hod been left in 
the apartment, OTer the back vX two cburs, &rm> 
ing thus a sort of screen, behind which he en- 
Boonoed himself with the maiden of the gteeU 
mantle ; feeling at the moment, that the dangei 
in which he was placed waa almost compensated 
by the intelligence wMch permitted those feel- 
ings towards her to revive, which justice to his 
friend had induced him to sdfle io the Initfa. 

The relative ntuation of adnsa and adviaed, 
of protector and protected, is so pecoHiriy not- 
ed tA the reqwotive C(»idition of mm and wo- 
luuiythtt great ^ogress towards iotimM^ IB oftn 
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made in very Bhort space; for the circumstaaces 
call for con<i<]ence un the part of the gentleman, 
and forbid coyness on that of the lady, so that 
the usual barriers against easy intercourse are at 
once thronn down. 

Under these circumstances, securing themseives 
as far as posuble from observation, conver^ng 
inwhispers, and seated in a corner, where thej 
were brou^t into so close contact that their faces 
nearly touched each other, Fairford heard from 
Litias Redgauntlet the history of her family, 
particularly of her uncle; his views upon her 
brother, and the agony which she felt, lest at 
^t very moment he might succeed in engaging 
Darae in some desperate scheme, fatal to his 
fortune, and perhaps to his life. 

Alan Foirford's acute understanding inetMitly 
connected what he had heard with the circum- 
stances he had witnessed at Fairladies. His first 
thought was, to attempt, at all risks, his instant 
escape, and procure asustance powerful enough 
to crush, in the very cradle, a conspiracy of such 
a determined character. This he did notpon«der 
. as difficult ; for, though the door was guarded on 
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the outside, the window, which was not above ten 
feet from the ground, was open for escape, the 
common on which it looked was uninclosed, and 
profusely covered with furze. There would, he 
thought, be little difficulty in effecting his liber. 
tyy and in concealing bis course after he had 
gwnedit 

ButLiliasexclaimedagainstthisscbeme. Her 
uncle, she said, was a man, who, in his moments 
of enthusiasm, knew neither remorse nor fear 
He was capable of vimting upon Darsie any in- 
jury which he might conceive Furford had ren 
dered him — ^he was her near kinsman also, and 
not an unkind one, and she deprecated any eflbrt, 
even in her brother's favour, by which his life 
must be exposed to danger. Fairford himself 
remembered Father Buouaventure, and made lit- 
tle question but that he was one of the sons of 
the old Cheratier de Saint George ; and rnth feel- 
ings which, although contradictory of his public 
duty, can hardly be much censured, his heart re> 
coiled from being the agent by whom the last 
scion of such a long line of Scottish Princes must 
be rooted up. He then thought of obtaining an 
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ao^mce^ if pooeible, of this deroted penoo, 
md ^qitntuDg to him the utto* hopetetaaees of 
bis undertaking, vlucli he judged it Ukdy that 
the ardour of his partizaos might have cooceal- 
ed from him. But he relinquished this de^^ 
at locm as fwmed. He had no doubt, that any 
light which he could throw chi the state of the 
coantry, would come too late to be soviceable to 
we who was always n^xHled to hare his own 
full share of the hereditary obsUnacy whidi had 
cost his ancestors so dear, and who, in drawing 
&e sword, must have thrown &am him the scab- 
bard. 

. lalias suggested the advice which, of all others, 
■aemed most suited to the oocawm, that, yield- 
tug, namely, to the circumstances of thdr sitna. 
tioD, they should watch: carefully whcp Dsrse 
should obtain any d^ree of freedcm, and endea- 
vour to open a communicatioD with him, in 
which cage thm joint flight vaght be efibjted, 
and without endangering the safety of any one. 
Their youthful deliberation had nearly fixed 
in this pnni, when Furford, who was listening 
to the low sweet whiapeting tones of Lilias Red- 
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gauntlet, rendered yet more iDtemtiiig by tome 
slight toach of foreign accent, wu ttartlsd by a 
heavy band wfaieb descended witb full weight on 
his shoulder, while the discordant voice of Peter 
Peebles, who had at length broken loose from 
the weU-Joeaning Quaker, exclaimed in the ear 
of his truant counsel—" Aha, lad ! I think ye 
are catched— An^ ao ye are turned chamber- 
counsel, are ye ? — And ye have drawn up iri* 
clients in scarfs and hoods P But Inde a wee, biUie, 
and see if I dinna sort ye when my pedtion and 
aomplaint comes to be discussed, with or without 
answers, under certification.^ 

Alan Fairford had never more difficult in 
his life to subdue a first emotion, than he had to 
refrain from knocking down the crazy blockhead 
who had.broke in upon him at such a moment. 
Bat the length of Peter''s address gave lum time, 
fortunately perhaps for both parties, to reflect 
on the extreme irregularity of such a proceed- 
ing. He stood uleat, however, with vexatJon, 
while Peter went on, 

'* Weel, ny bonnie man, I see ye are thinking 
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shame o^ youreell, and nae great wonder. Ye 
maun leave thn quean — the'like of her is over 
light company for you. X have heard honest 
Mr Pest say, that the gown grees ill wi' the petti- 
coat. But come awa hame to your puir father, 
and ni take care of you the hiull gate, and keep 
you company, and del! a word we will speak 
about, but just the state of the conjconed pro- 
ceBses of the great cause of Poor Peebles agiunat 
PliunstaneB."' 

" If thou canst endure to hear as much of 
that suit, friend," said the Quaker, " as I have 
heard out of mere compassion for thee, Z thtnk 
verily thou wilt soon be at the bottom of the 
mattw, unless it be altogether bottomless." 

Furford shook off, rather indignantly, the 
large bony hand which Peter had imposed upon 
his shoulder, and was about to say something 
peevish, upon so unpleasant and insolent a mode 
of interruption, when the door opened, a treble 
voice saying to the sentinel, *' I tell you I maun 
be in, to see if Mr Nixon's hece;** and Little 
Besjie thrust in bis mop-head and keen bhick 
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qres. Ere he could withdraw it^ Peter Peebles 
sprang to the door, seized on the boy by the col- 
lar, and dragged him forward into the room. 

" Let me see it," he swd, " ye nc'er-do-weei 
limb of Satan— I'll gar you satisfy the produ& 
tion, I trow— 111 hae first and second dihgence 
against you, ye deevil's buckie.'' 

" What dost thou iraat ?*' said the Quaker, in- 
terfering; " why dost thou frighten the boy, 
friend Peebles?'' 

"I gave the bastard a p^nny to buy fne snuff," 
said ths pauper, " and he has rendered no ac- 
count of his intromisnons ; but FU gar him as 
gude." 

So saying, he proceeded forcibly to rifle the ' 
pockets of Benjie's ragged jacket, of coie or two 
snares for game, marbles, a half-bitten apple, 
two stolen eggs, (one of which Peter brc4c« in the 
eagem^s of his research,) and various other un- 
coisideTed trifles, which had not the air (tf bong 
very honestly come by. The little rascali un- 
der this disnpline, bit and struggled like a ftn- 
cub, but, like dtat vermin, uttered nnther cry 

VOL. in. u 
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nor compluat, till a note, which Feter tore from 
bi» bosom, Bew as tar as Lilias Redgauntlet, and 
fell at h^ feeL It was addressed to C. N. 

" It is for the villain Nixon,'" she said to Alan 
Ffurlbrd ; " open it without scruple ; that bo; is 
his emissaiy ; we will now see what the miscreaBt 
is driving at." 

Little Benjie now gave up all farther struggle, 
and su&red Peebles to take from him, without 
resistance, a shilling, out of which Peter declared 
he would pay himself jxindpal and interest, and 
account for the balance. The boy, whose atten- 
tion seemed fixed on something very different, 
only said, '* Maister Nixon will murder me !" 

Alan Fmrford did not hesitate to read the 
little scrap of paper, on which was written^ 
" All is prepared — keep them in play until I 
come up— You may depend on your reward. — 
C. C." 

" Alas, my uncle— my poor uncle !^ said Li- 
Uas; " this is'the resist of his ctwfidence. Me- 
ttuoks, to. give him instant notice of his confi- 
duit's treachery, is now the best service we can 
render all concerned — if they break up their un- 



dbt Google 



KilBRATlVE. CHAP. X. 307 

dertaktDg, as they must now doj Darsie mli be 
at liberty." 

In the same brcatb, they were both at the' 
half-opened door of the room, Fairford entreat- 
ing to speak with the Father Buonaventurc, and 
Lilias, equally vehemently, requestingamoment's 
interriew with her uncle. While the sentinel he- 
sitated what to do, his attention was called to a 
loud noise at the door, where a crowd had been 
assembled in consequence of the appalling cry, 
that the enemy were upon them^ occasioned, as 
it afterwards proved, by some stragglers having 
at length discovered the dead bodies of Nanty 
Ewart and of Nixon. 

Amid the confu^n occasioned by this alarm- 
ing incident, the senUnel ceased to attend to bis 
duty ; and, accepting Alan Fturford's arm, Li- 
has found no oppo»tion in penetrating even to 
the inner apartment, where the principal persons 
in the enterprize, whose conclave had been dis- 
turbed by this alarming incident, were now as- 
sembled in great confusion, and had been joined 
by the ChevaUer himself. 



Dit,;.dbt Google 



300 NAK«AT1TS. CHAF. X. 

** Only a mutiny among these smuggling 
Bcoundrels,^ SEud Redgauntlet. 

" Onkf ft mutiny, do you guy P** biu4 Sir ^icl^iird 
Glendale i " aQ4 the luggerr-the lost hope of 
escape for^ — he looked towards CbarleSi— 
" stands out to sea under a press of sail T 

" Do not concern yourself about me," said (be 
unCortunate Prince ; '* this is not the worst emer- 
gency in which it has heea my lot to stand ; um) 
if it were, I fear it not Shift for yoiirselTcs, my 
lords and gentlemen," 

" No, never !" said the young Lord — . 
" Our only hope now is in an honourable resist^ 
ance." 

"' Most true," s«d Redgauntlet ; *' let despair 
renew the union amongst us which accident dis- 
turbed. I ^ve my voice for displaying the 
royal banner instantly, and^-^How now !" he 
concluded, sternly, as Lilias, first soliating his 
attention by pulling his cloak, put into his hand 
the scroll, and added, it was designed for that of 
Nixon. 

Redgauntlet read — ^and, dropfung it on the 
ground, continued to stare upon the spot where 
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it Fell, with raised hands and fixed eyes. Sir 
Richard Olehdale lifted the fatal paper, read ii; 
and BajiDg, " Now all U indeed orer,^ handed 
it to Maxwell, who said aloud, " Black Colin 
Campbdi, by Gi^^ I I heard he had come post 
from Lcmdm last night.* 

As if in echo to lus thoughts, the vidiu of the 
Mind man was heard, playing irith spirit a cele- 
brated clan<march. 

" The Campbells are coming in earnest," said 
MacKellar ; " they are upon as with the whole 
battaUon from Carlisle." 

There was a nleoce of dbmay, and two or 
three of thd company begaii to drop out of the 
room. 

Lcffd ■ '■ - spoke with the generous sfHtit of 
a young Eog^sh nobleman. *' If we have been 
ftiob, do not let us be cowards~We have one 
here more precious than ub all, and come hither 
OD our warranty^et us save him at least." 

" True, most true," answered Sir Richard 
tilendale. " Let the King be first cared for." 

" That shall be my business," said Redgaunt- 
let ; "if we have but time to bring back the 
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brig, all will be well — I will instantly dit>patcli a 
party in a fishing skiff to bring her to." — He 
gave his commands to two or Uiree of the most 
aclivc among his followers. — " Let him be once 
on board," he said, " and there are enough of 
us to stand to arms and cover his retreat." 

" Eight, Tight,*6aid Sir Richard, "and I will 
look to points which can be made dcfen^ble ; and 
the old powder-plot boys could not have made a 
more desperate resistance than we shall. — Red- 
gauntlet," continued he, " I see some of our 
friends are looking pale ; but tnethinks your ne- 
phew has more mettle in his eye now than when 
we were in cold deliberation, with danger at a 
distance." 

" It is the way of our house," said Rcdgaunt- 
let; " our courage ever kindles highest on the 
losing side. I, too, feel that the catastrophe I 
have hrought on must not be survived by its 
author. Let me 6rst,"hesaid,addrcssmgCharles, 
" see your Majesty's sacred person in such safe- 
ty as can now be provided for it, and then—-'-" 

" You may spare all considerations concerning 
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me, gentlemen,", again repeated Charles ; " yon 
mountain of Crifiel shall fly as soon as 1 will," 

Most threw themselves at his feet with weep. 
iflg and entreaty ; some one or two slunk in coa> 
fusion from the apartment, and were heard riding 
off. Unnoticed in such a scene, Darsie, his as- 
ter, and Redgauntlet, drew together, and held 
each other by the hands, as those who, wh«i a 
vessel is about to founder in the Btorm, determine 
to take their chance of life and death together. 

Amid this scene of confusion, a gentleman, 
plainly dressed in a riding habit, with a black 
cockade in his hat, but without any arms except 
a couteitiMle-^haaae, walked into their apartment 
without ceremony. He was a tall, thin, gentle- 
manly man, with a look and bearing decidedly 
military. He had passed through their guards, 
if in the confu»on they now maintained any, 
without stop or quesUou, and now stood, almost 
unarmed, among armed men, who, nevertheless, 
gazed on him as on the angel of destruction. 

" You look coldly on me, gentlemen," he 
said. " Sir Richard Glendale — My Lord 
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—we were notalwaysBuch strangers, Ha^Pste- 
in-Peril, how is it with you P and you, too, !»■ 
goldsby — I must not call you by any other 
name— why do you receive an old friend so cold- 
ly ? But you guess my errand." 

" And are prepared f<ff it, General," amd Red- 
gtontlet ; *' we are not tnen to be penned up like 
sheep for the slaughter." 

" Pshaw ! you take it too snioudy— ^let me 
speak but aae ward with yon.'" 

" No words can shake our purpose," said Bed- 
gauAt&t, *' were your whole command, as I 
suppose is the case, drawn round the hoiise ." 

" I am certainly bot unsupported," said the 
Goieral ; " but if you would hear me——" 

*' Hearme, sir," sud the Wanderer, stepping 
forward; " I suppose I am the mark you aim 
at^I surrender myself willingly, to save these 
gentlemen's danger — let this at least avul in their 
fiivour." 

An exclamation of " Never, never !" broke 
irom the little body of partizmia who threw them- 
selves round the unfortunate Prince, and would 
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have sQzed or struck down Campbell, had it not 
been that he remained with his arms folded, and 
a Iqok, rather indicating impatience because they 
would not he4x him, than the least apprehenuon 
of violence at tfaor hand. 

At let^jlii he obtained a moment''s silence. " I 
do not," he said-, '* know this gentleman" — (Ma^ 
king a profound bow to the unfortunate Prince) 
— " I do not widi to know him ; it is a know- 
ledge which would siiit neither of us." 

" Our ancestors, nevertheless, have been well 
acquunted," siud Charles, unable to suppress, 
ev«i in that hour of dread and danger j the pain< 
ful recollections of fallen royalty. 

" In one word, General Campbell," sud Bed- 
gaimtlet, " is it to be peace or war P— ^You are a 
man of honour, and we can trust you." 

" I thank yoii, sir," said the General ; ** and 
I reply, that the answer to your question rests 
with yourself. Come, do not be fools, gentle- 
men ; there was perhaps no great harm meant or 
intended by yoiir gathering together in this ob- 
scure comer, for a bear-baiting, or a cock-fight- 
ing, or whatever other amusement you may have 
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intended ; but it was a little imprudent, consu 
dering Iiow you stand with government, and it has 
occasioned some anxiety. Exaggerated accounts 
of your purpose have been laid before gov^'n- 
ment by tlieiriformalion of a traitor in yonr own 
counsels ; and I was sent down post to take the 
command of a sufficient number of troops, in case 
these calumnies should be found to have any real 
foundation. I have come here, of course, suSi- 
cienlly supported both with cavalry and infantry, 
,to do whatever might be necessary ; but my com- 
mands are— and I am sure lliey agree with my 
indinalion— to make no arrests, nay, to make no 
farther inquiries of any kind, if this good assem- 
bly will consider their own interest so far as to 
give up their immediate purpose, and return 
quietly home to their own houses." 

" What !— all P" exclaimed Sir Richard Glen- 
dalfr— " all, without exception ?" 

"All, without one single exception," stod the 
(reueral ; *' such are my orders. If you accept 
lay terms, say so, and make haste; for things 
may happen to interfere with his Majesty's kind 
jDurposes towards you all." 
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" His Majesty's kind purposes [" said the 
Wanderer. " Do I hear you aright, sir ?" 

" I speak the King'svery words, from his very 
lipB," replied the Greneral "* I will,' said his Ma- 
jesty, ' deserve the confidence of my subjects, fay 
reposing my security ia the fidelity of the mil- 
lions who aclinowledge ray title — in the good sense 
and prudence of the few who continue, from the 
errors of education, to disown it.'— His Majesty 
will not even believe that the most zealous Jaco- 
bites who yet remain can nourish a thought of 
exciting a civil war, which must be fatal to their 
families and themselves, besides spreading blood- 
shed and ruin through a peaceful land. He can- 
not even believe of his kinsman, that be would 
engage brave and generous, though mistaken 
men, in an attempt which must ruin all who have 
escaped former calamities ; and he is convinced, 
that, did curiosity or any other motive lead that 
person to visit this country, he would soon see it 
was his wisest course to return to the continent; 
and his Majesty compassionates his situation too 
much to ofl'er any obstacle to his doing so." 
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'* Ib this real P" said B«dganntlet. " Cab you 
mean this p— Am I — are all, br my, of thetegen- 
tlemea tit lib^y, without iDtemiption; to enlbotk 
IB yonder brig, which I see is now again ap- 
proaching the dibre ?" 

" You, dr— «11— ohj of the gentlemen pre- 
sent," said Uie GeneiiJ; — " all whom the vessel 
can contain, ate at liberty to emblirk uninterriipu 
ed l^ ine ; but I advise notfe to go off who have 
not powerful reastms, unconnected with the pre- 
sent OMetihg, for this will be remembered against 
no one." 

** Then, gentlemen," said Redgautttlet, clasp- 
ing his hands together as the words burst from 
from him, ** the cause is lost for ever !" 

General Campbell tamed away to the window, 
as if to aVoid hearing what they said. Their 
consultation was but momentary ; for the door of 
eecap^ which thus opened was as unexpected as 
the exigence was threatening. 

" We have your word of honour for our pro- 
tection," Bud Sir Richard Glendide, " if we dis- 
solve our meeting in obedience to your sum- 
mons?" 
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" You have, Sir Richard," answered the 6e< 
neral. 

" And I also have your ptomiae," siud B«d- 
gauDtlet, " that I may go oa board ytmder vessel, 
with any foeod wliom I nuiy choose to accisppa- 
ny me?" 

". Not only that, Mr logoldalty— or I mU 
call you Redgauntiet pace more — you may stay 
in the offing tax a tide, until you are joic^ by 
any person vbo may remain at FiutUdiep. After 
that, th^e will be a sloop of war on th$ staUon, 
and I need not say your condition will then be- 
come perilous." 

" Perilous it should not be, General Camp- 
bell," sud Redgauntlet; " or more perilous to 
others than to us, if others thought as I do even 
in this exl3Kmity." 

", You forget yourself, my friend," s^ the 
unhappy Adventurer ; " you forget that ibe arri- 
val of this gentleman only puts the cope-stone on 
our already adc^ed restdution to abandon our 
bull-fight, or by whatever other wild name this 
headlong enterpiize may be termed. I bid you 
farewell, unfiiendly friends — I bid ^ou farewell, 
(bowing to the General,) my friendly foe — I 
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leave this strand as I landed upon it, alone, and 
to return no more !" 

'* Not alone," said Bcdgauntlet, " while there 
is blood in the veins of my father's son." 

" Not alone," sdd the other gentlemen present, 
stung with feelings which almost overpowered 
the better reasons under which they had acted. 
" We will not disown our principles, or see your 
person endangered." 

" If it be only your purpose to see the gentle- 
man to the beach," said General Campbell, " I 
will myself go with you. My presence among 
you, unarmed, and in your power, will be a 
pledge of my friendly intentions, and will over- 
awe, should such be offered, any intcrruptioQ on 
the part of officious persons." 

'* Be it so," said the Adventurer, with the air 
of a Prince to a subject ; not of one who complied 
with the request of an enemy too powerful to be 
resisted. 

They left the apartment — they left the house 
—an unauthenticated and dubious but appalling 
sensation of terror bad already spread itself 
«nong the inferior retainers, who had so short 
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time before strulted, and bustled, and thronged 
the door-way and the passages. A report had 
arisen, of which the origin could not be traced, 
of troops advBDciag towards the spot in con^der* 
able numbers ; and men who, for one reason or 
other, were most of them liable to the arm of 
power, had either shrunk into stables or corners, 
or iled the place entirely. There was solitude on 
the landscape, excepting the small party which 
now moved towards the rude pier, where n boat 
lay manned, agreeably to Iledgauntlet's orders 
previously given. 

The last heir of the Stuarts leant on Bed- 
gauntlet's arm as they walked towards the beach ; 
for the ground was rough, and he no longer pos- 
sessed the elasticity of limb and of spirit which 
had twenty years before carried him over many a 
Highland bill, as light as one of their native deer. 
His adherents followed, looking on the ground, 
their feelings struggling agtunst the dictates of 
their reason. 

General Campbell accompanied them with an 
air of apparent ease and indifference, but watcb> 
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ing, at the same time, and no doubt with scKne 
amuety, the changing features of those who acted 
in this extroor^nary scene. 

Dorae and his sister naturally followed their 
uncle, whose violence they no longer feared, while 
bis character attracted tbdr reelect, and Alan 
Fairford attended diem from interest in their 
fate, uuitoticed in a party where all were too 
mttch octnipied with thm- own thoughts and feel- 
ings, as well as wjth the impending ama, to at- 
tend to his presence. 

Half way betwixt the house and tbe beach, 
they saw the bodies of Nanty Ewart and Crista! 
Nixtm blackening in the sun. 

" That was your informer," said Redgauntlet, 
looking back to General Campbell, who only 
nodded his assent 

" Caitiff wretch 1" said Redgauntlet ; — " and 
yet tbe name were better bestowed on the fool 
who could be misled by thee." 

*' That sound broadsword cut," said the Ge- 
neral, " has saved us the shame of rewarding a 
traitor," 
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Th«y arrived at the place of embarkation. 
The Prince stood a moment with folded anne, 
and looked around him In deep ulence. A paper 
was then slipped into bis band-^e looked at it, 
and stud, " I find the two friends I have left at 
Fairladies are apprized of my destination, and 
propose to embark from Bownesa. I presume 
this will not be an infringement of the conditions 
under which you have acted ?** 

*' Certainly not," answered General Campbell j 
" they shall have all fadlit)r to join you." 

" I wish, then,*" said Charles, " only another 
compamon.— Redgauntlet, the mr of this couiw 
try is as hostile to you as it is to me. These gen- 
tlenten have made thor peace, or rather they 
have done nothing to break it. But you— come 
you, and share my home where chance shall cast 
it We shall nerer see these shores agun ; but 
we wiU talk of diem, and of our disconcerted 
bull-fighL" 

" I follow you, sire, through life," said Red- 
gauntlet, " as I would have followed you to 
death. Permit me one moment.'" 
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The Prince then look^ round, and seeing the 
abashed countenances of his other adherents bent < 
upon the ground, he hastened to say, " Do not 
think that you, gentlemen, have obliged me less 
because your zeal was mingled vith prudence, 
entertained, I am sure, more on my own account, 
and on that of your country, than from selfish ap- 
prehensions." 

He stepped from one to another, and, amid sobs 
and buEsUng tears, received the adieus of the last 
remnant which had hitherto supported his lofty 
pretenuons, and addressed tbemiadividually with 
accents of tenderness and afiection. 

The General drew ^ little aloof, and dgned to 
Redgauntlet to speak with him while this scene 
proceeded. '* It is now all over," he said, " and 
Jacobite will be henceforward no longer a party 
name. When you tire of foreign parts, and wish 
to moke your peace, let me know. Your restless 
zeal alone has impeded your pardon hitherto." 

" And now I shall not need it," said Red- ' 
gauntlet. " I leave England for ever; but I am 
not displeased that you should bear my family 
adieus. — Nephew, come hither. In presence of 
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General Campbell^ I tell you, that though to 
breed you up in my own political opnions has been 
for many years my anxious wish, I am now glad 
that it could not be accunplished. You pass 
under the service of the reigning Monarch with- 
out the necessity of chan^ng your alle^anc^— 
a change, however," he added, looking around 
him, " which ^ts more easy Ml honourable men 
than I could have aatidpated ; but some wear the 
badge of their loyalty on the sleeve, and others in 
the heart — You will, from henceforth, hb uncon- 
tFoIied master of all the property of which £ca- 
feiture could not deprive your father— of ell that 
belonged tohim;— excepting this, his good swcnxl, 
(laying his hand on the weapon he wore,) whidt 
shall never fight for the House of Hanover ; and 
as my hand will never draw weapon more, I shall 
sink it forty fathoms deep in the wide ocean. 
Bless you, young man. If I have dealt harshly 
with you, forgive me. I had set my whole de- 
fdres on one pcnnt,— God knows, with no selfish 
purpose ; and I am justly punished by this final 
tmninatton of my views, for having been too little 
scrupulous in the means by which I pursued 
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them. — Niece, farewell, aod may God bleBS joU 
alaoT 

" No, at,*' Bud Lilias, seuing his hand eager- 
ly. " You have been hitherto my protector, — 
you are now in Borrow, let me he your attend- 
ant and your comforter in exile.'' 

" I thank you, my ^rl, for your unmerited 
affection ; but it cannot and must not be. The 
curtain here falls between us. I go to the house 
of another — If I leave it before I quit the earth, 
it shall be only for the House of God. Once 
more, farewell both !— The fatal doom," he said, 
with a melancholy smile, " will, I trust, now de- 
part from the House of Redgauntlet, since its 
present representative has adhered to the winning 
side. I am convinced he will not change it, 
^ould it in turn become the loung one,'' 

The unfortunate Charles Edward had now 
given his last adieus to his downcast adherents. 
He made a sign with his hand to Redgauntlet, 
who came to assist him into the skiff. General 
Campbell also offered his assistance ; the rest ap- 
pearing too much affected hy the scene which had 
taken place to prevent him. 
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'* You are not Borry, Geoawl, to do me this 
last act of courtesy," Mid the Chevalier ; *' and, 
on my part, I thank you for it. You have taught 
me the priniaple mi which men on the scaffidd feel 
forgiveness and kindness even for their execu- 
tioner. — Farewell !" 

They were seated in the boat, which presently 
pulled off fitim the land. The Oxford divine 
broke out into a loud benedictios, in terms which 
General Campbell was too generous to criticue 
at the Ume, or to remember afterwards ; — ^nay, 
it is said, that. Whig and Campbell as he was, 
be could not help jcuning in the universal Amen 
which resounded from the dwre. 
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Br Da DRYASDUST, 

IK A LETTES TO THE ADTHOB OF WATERLBT. 

I AH truly Sony, my worthy and much re> 
Bpected sir, that my anxious researches have nei- 
Uier, m the form of letters, nor of diaries, or 
other memoranda, been able to discover more than 
I have hitherto transmitted, of the history of the 
Redgauntlet family. But I observe in an old newth 
paper caUed the Whitehall Gazette, of which I 
fortunately possess a file for several years, that 
Sir Arthur Darsie Redgauntlet was presented to 
bis late Majesty at the drawing room, by Lieut- 
Oeneral Campbell— upon vhii^ the liiditor ob- 
serves, in the way of comment, that we were going. 
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rtmw atqtu iwfif, into the interesta of the Pre- 
tender, nnce a Soot had presented a Jacobite at 
Court. I am sorry I have not room (the frank 
being only undal) for his farther observations, 
tending to shew the ^prehensionB entertained 
bj many well-instructed persons of the period, 
that the young King might Himself be induced 
to become cms of the Stuart's factitm, — a catas- 
trophe from which it has pleased Heaven to pre- 
serve these kingdoms. 

I perceiTe also, by a marriage contract in tbc 
fitmily T^uttnies, that Miss Lilias Bedgaunt- 
let of Redgatmtlet, about eighteen months after 
the traosactions you have commemwated, inter- 
married with Alan Furford, Esq. Advocate, of 
ClinkdoUar, who, I think, we may not unreason- 
ably conclude to be the same person whose name 
occurs so frequently in the pages of your narra- 
tion. In my last excurnon to Edinbuigh, I was 
fortunate enough to discover on old cadie, frran 
whom, at the expense of a bottle of whisky, and 
half 8 pound of tobacco, I extracted the import- 
ant anfonnation, that he knew Peter Peebles very 
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well, and had drank many a niutchkni wtth him 
in Cadie FTasn*8 time.' He said that be lived 
tea years after King George's aoceamn, in the 
momentary expectalk»i of winning his caiue 
every day in the Sesraon time, and every hour in 
the day, and at last f^ down dead, in what n^ 
informer called a " Pei^dexi^ fit,^ upon a pco- 
posal for a oompoation bong made to him in the 
Outer-House. I have chosen to retain my in- 
former's phrase* not bang able j lutly to detemune 
wbetha it is a ccHTuptkn of the word api^dexy, 
as my fiiend Mr Oldbuck suppoaes, or the name 
of snne peculiar disu^er inddental to duBe 
who have ooooem in the Courts <^ Law, as many 
callings and conditions <^ men have diseases §p- 
propriate to themselves. The same cadie also 
remembered Blind Willie Stevenson, who waa 
called Wandering Willie, and who ended his 
days " unco beinly, in Sir Arthur Bedgaunt- 
let's ha' neuk." " He bad done the ftmily some 
gude turn," he said, " specially vhea ane itf the 
Ai^le gentlemen was coming down on a iriuen 
of then that had the ' auld ieavni* about them, 

18 
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and wad hae titen every man of them, and nae 
less nor headed and hanged them. But Willie^ 
and a frigid they had, called Robin the Ram- 
ble, gae them warning, by playing tunes so^ 
as, * the Campbells are coming,^ and the like, 
whereby they got timeous warning to take the 
wing." I need not pcunt out to your acuteness, 
my worthy or, that this eeema to refer to «c»ne 
inacurate account of the transactionB id wbidi 
you aeon bo much interested 

Be^tecting Redgauntlet, about whose subse- 
maeat histc»y you are more particularly inquin- 
tive, I have learned, from an excellent persMi 
who was a priest in the Scottish Monastery of 
Ratisbon, before its suppresnon, that heremiun- 
ed tot two or three years in the family of the Cbe- 
valier, and (mly left it at last in consequence ot 
SMDe discords in that melancholy household. As 
he had hinted to General Campbell, he ezdianged 
his reudence fw the cloister, and disj^yed in the 
latter part of his life a strong sense of the duties 
of religim, which in his earlier days he had too 
much neglected, bang altogether engaged in 
political specuUbons and intrigues. He rose to 
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the ^tuation of Prior, in the bouse wfcich he be- 
l<Higed to, and whidi wa« of a very atrict order 
of religbn. He sometiniGS receiTcd his country. 
men, whom accident brought to Ratisbon, and 

curionty induced to visit the Monastery of s, 

But it was rematked, that though he llatened 
wiUi interest and attention, when Britain, or par- 
ticularly Scotland, became the Subject of cmver- 
sation, yet he never either introduced or {m>- 
looged the subject, never used the Engli^ lan- 
guage, never inquired after English affiurs, Sad, 
above all, never mentioned lus own family. Hb 
strict observation of the rules of his ordet gave 
him, at the time of his de^, soine preteoaona 
to be chosen a sunt, and the brethren i^ the 

Monastery of made great efforts for that 

effect, and brought forward some plauubla 
piDO&of miracles. But there was a orcumstance 
wbidi threw a doubt over the subject, and p'o- 
T«ated the Cpn^story from accedbg to the mahes 
of th« worthy, lirethren. Under his habit, and 
secured in a small alver box, he had worn per- 
petually around his neck a lock of hair, wbidi 
the fathers avouched to be a relic. But the 
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Avocato del Diablo, id combatiog (as was his of- 
ficial duty) the pret^tsums of the candidate (or 
sanctity, made it at least equally probable that 
the supposed relic was taken {mm the bead 
of a brother of the deceased Prior, who had been 
executed for adherence to the Stuart family in 
1745-6; and the motto, Satid obHviscendum, 
seemed to intimate a tone of tfiundane feeling 
and recollecdon of injuries, which made it at 
least doubtful whether, even in the quiet and 
gloom of the cloister. Father Hugo bad forgot- 
ten the sufferings and injuries of the House of 
Hedgountlet. 
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